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America @ 250 Let Freedom Ring

Historical Picnic at the Holcombe Homestead
Saturday, July 18, 4:00-7:00 PM
Holcombe Homestead Lawn, 260 N. Main Street
Free; rain date is Sunday, July 19

LHS, the City of Lambertville, Lambertville Free Public Library and Fisherman’s Mark invite the community to
a picnic celebrating the nation’s 250" anniversary and our area’s important role during the American
Revolution.

Bring your own blankets and food. We invite bakers to share
items (one attendee has intimated he will contribute a
legendary coconut cake).

Planned activities include:

* Reading aloud of the Declaration of Independence by the
community

* Patriotic sing-along led by local musicians

* History Quiz with prizes to the winners

* Tours of the Holcombe House and barn

More info to follow via email and our website.

LHS-sponsored Vintage Base Ball game
Saturday, August 1, 11 AM, Ely Field
Logan Club of Lambertville vs Flemington Neshannock
Enter N. Main St. opposite Jefferson St.

Sunday, September 27 - Quilt program by Karen Dever - time, location and

Azﬁf\?kl\l\g)ﬂ(\}g details to follow by email as we approach the date.

e —

Join, renew membership, or donate to the LHS at
www.LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org
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250 Celebration — April 18

Sandwiched between 90+ degree temps a couple days
earlier and those below freezing soon after, April 18 was a
gloriously perfect weather day and a perfectly glorious day
for celebrating our nation’s 250" anniversary. A sampling
of a just some of the day’s offerings appear below.

LHS trustees Tom Ogren and Susan Craig discuss the time of
rebellion in the colonies.

A display of children’s games and other diversions of the
Revolutionary period.

Getting ready to explore the historic barns.

Among the many volunteers we also thank the City of
= 4 : F Lambertville for access to the Holcombe House, barns
A talk at the Haybal and grounds.
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LHS Scholarships — June 3

At the South Hunterdon Regional High School Senior
Awards Night on June 3, LHS president Michael
Menche presented a $1000 scholarship to Tess
Cathey-Jordan and a $500 one to Landon Katz for their
excellent writeups on elder residents’ first jobs. Both
appear on the LHS website at
https://lambertvillehistoricalsociety.org/wp-
content/uploads/LHS.2026-Scholarship-Articles.pdf.

We congratulate the students for their wonderful
submissions and Mike for creating and sustaining this
worthwhile program.

From left, Landon Katz, Mike Menche and Tess Cathey-Jordan.

The Swinging Door — Trustee Changes
Kari Willey leaves — Phil Mackey enters.

Kari's increased work demands prevent her from providing
the necessary focus to perform duties as trustee that she
had over the past couple of years. We thank her for her
creative and energetic involvement, including chairing the
wonderfully successful 2025 house tour and are pleased
that she will be able to provide assistance in continuing
LHS programs.

We welcome Phil’'s more than four decades in Lambertville
and history background which will be an asset to the board
as has his involvement on the ongoing Oaxacan history
project.

The First Flag

Many thanks to Tom Ogren for the initiative of placing
replicas around town. LHS joined with the City of
Lambertville to commemorate the 250th year of the
nation's founding with the hanging of a version of the first
American flag approved by the Continental Congress in
June 1777. Below are views of it flying at (clockwise from
top left) City Hall, the Holcombe House/Washington’s
Headquarters with Ron Rinaldi as General Washington,
the Lambertville Free Public Library and the Marshall

Welcome New Members

No new members this quarter but please

encourage friends and neighbors to join.
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Let's Salute Jim Walker

The City of Lambertville's 2026 Memorial Day
Commemoration Grand Marshal was Jim Walker! As
noted in Lambertville Matters, Jim has admirably served
his country and community through military service,
professional work, and historical preservation. With or
without a parade the essentials of the day were observed.

Jim is a longtime LHS friend and member and Marshall
House docent for the past three years. He is also an
outstanding philatelist: in 2009, he authored "Hunterdon
County, New Jersey Postal History" for the Cultural &
Heritage Commission of Hunterdon County. You can enjoy
his digital archive of local postage stamps on the LHS
website:  https://lambertvillehistoricalsociety.org/images-
of-lambertvilles-postal-history-from-the-collection-of-jim-
walker

The Bucks County Herald also covered Jim at
https://www.buckscountyherald.com/news/memorial-day-
in-lambertville-a-grand-old-time-for-veteran-and-
historian/article 88f44218-9c46-4182-b53e-
d8cf3be7dc62.html

Hail and Farewell Weinsteins

Laurie and Mark Weinstein are retiring (retired by the time
you read this) and have relocated out of state. Each
served 12 years on the LHS board, Mark as a trustee and
Laurie as treasurer. Before leaving they generously
donated scores of postcards, books and other Lambertville
paraphernalia to the Historical Society that they collected
over the years.

We wish them well in their new home knowing that they
won’t be idle long, if at all, in their new-found and well-
earned “freedom.” The LHS sincerely thanks them for their
contributions to the organization over the years (including
hosting numerous LHS events at their former house on
York Street) and for their contributions to our museum
collection.

- ~=
= . _..ale Historical societva %

Mark and Laurie covering the LHS Shad Fest booth (back
when we had one) in 2012 — they really haven’t changed.

Thank You for the Donations

We thank our generous Centurions and all of our members
for their continued support. We recognize those below for
making a donation beyond their membership dues during
the last quarter (we apologize if we missed anyone). It is

always sincerely appreciated.

John & Elizabeth Krantz
M.J. Palko
Richard West & Dee Snell
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Under the Jail
By Michael Menche

This month we discovered Lambertville’s old (circa 1868)
City Jail has a basement.

In preparing a new phase of the LHS-led, Hunterdon
County grant-funded restoration of the Jail, now in its
seventh year, architects Michael Burns and Blake Hart,
Garrett Spork from Charles Mann Contracting, and |
investigated the space, which had been forgotten for
decades. The basement is about 6' high and takes up the
entire footprint of the building. Access is only through a
small metal hatch inside on the first floor by the north wall,
which we had never lifted before, mainly because it was
buried under debris since the 1970’s and only recently
exposed.
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The space is filled with rotted wood beams and planks,
probably the remnants of the original first floor, upon which
the approximately 8" concrete slab was poured and
remains today. The primary use of the basement appears
to have been heating: there are ruins of two stone cisterns
that likely stored coal; several small arches that may have
provided access for coal chutes; and the base of the
chimney that rose through the building. There are also
plumbing pipes that may have been connected to toilets
for each cell up on the first floor. There is an electrical
conduit running east-west and dated 1976 whose purpose
is not apparent.

We don't know yet when or why the concrete floor was
poured—perhaps during the early 1900s. Concrete would
have been strong enough to support very heavy iron cell
cages that were installed long after the Jail was built, and
it would have been easier than wood to keep clean. We
will research this topic. Our team is revisiting the project
plan to determine how best to shore up structural support
for the upper floors. We will keep you updated!
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The Colonial Mind and Rebellion — June 4

LHS trustee and history PhD Susan Craig provided an
interesting take on our Revolutionary past in the colonies.
It was brief, cogent and interesting (unlike what we learned
in textbooks, and there was no homework). The 30
attendees sat in relative comfort at the Kalmia Club (thank
you as always) considering the warmth of the day.

President Michael Menche (center) introducing speaker Susan
Craig (far right).

Membership Social — June 6

In addition to enjoying delightful nibbles, cookies,
beverages and schmoozing, members learned about LHS
updates and women’s roles in the revolution. Rather than
repeating what she imparted two days earlier, Susan Craig
continued from where she ended with Abigail Adams
imploring her husband John to “remember the ladies”
when developing any declarations.

Many thanks to Susan, Kari Willey for purchasing the
refreshments (and others who helped her set up and clean
up) and to Kalmia for providing the space. Although it
seems trite, it's truge, a good timgyvas had by all.

> | BT =3
President Michael Menche provides an update of LHS activities.

Intolerable Coercions and Unalienable
Rights: The Colonial Mind and Rebellion

Spring 2026, Lambertville Historical Society and the
Lambertville Free Public Library sponsored a number of
events honoring the founding of the United States. The
following is adapted from remarks presented at a
lecture on the road to the independence by Dr. Susan
Craig, a local writer, LHS trustee and independent
historian.

At the time of the 250" anniversary of the American
Declaration of Independence, we can pause to place
the late colonial period against a much broader canvas.
Our objective? To see how a long run of roughly 800
years of change across Europe and the New World had
prepared British colonials to wrap their minds around
something once unthinkable: an abrupt and violent
separation from their mother country—shedding an
identity to which they had all clung fiercely since arriving
in the North America.

So, imagine it is 1776. The Second Continental
Congress is meeting in nearby Philadelphia. Roughly
a year earlier, the first Congress in 1775 had attempted
to negotiate a settlement with the British Government, in
a document called the Olive Branch Petition, but this
utterly failed. King George Il basically tore up the petition
and declared the colonies in rebellion. The Congress’s task
this year? To draft a notice to the King that what they
called the “abuses and usurpations” of his
government, had forced them to secure their
“unalienable rights” through any means.

At the Albany Conference of 1754, such cooperation
had been impossible to achieve. The next 20 years,
however, had brought tectonic change to the colonial
economy and public opinion. This is a well-known story
for most of us today. Many of the colonists’ complaints
are specifically listed in the final version of the
Declaration, but more broadly, they included a slew of
economic problems. For instance, the lack of a stable
local currency supply or banking system in the
colonies, and strictures on local manufactures,
inhibited economic growth. These structural problems
were exacerbated by the end of the French & Indian War,
which had previously brought considerable wealth to
the colonies. There were also assaults on separatist
and dissenter religious interests, including ominous
rumors of plans to send an Anglican archbishop to
North America.

Piled on top of that were the moves by a Government
that appeared perversely intent on maintaining control
of the colonial population thru military occupation,
gutting of local court powers, and dissolving or
impeding the work of the colonial legislative bodies.
This included attempts to quash free speech. The
Government was using coercion to compel loyalty and
the previous decade had seen an alarming uptick in
violent resistance to British tactics. This included wanton
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destruction of British trade goods, vicious
harassment of tax collectors and soldiers, and royal
governors forced to flee or suffer arrest by local
Provincial congresses. Finally, the rise of armed
conflict with British troops had all parties on edge.

So, we understand these mounting frustrations well. But
to understand what made the colonists believe in their
right and, even, obligation to separate from their fellow
Britons, the story begins much earlier. The colonists’
mindset, to borrow Jefferson’s later description of it,
stems from the evolution over around 800 years of a
highly celebrated—and strongly defended legal concept
of “rights of Englishmen.” The legal structures find their
foundation in the Magna Carta of 1215 and continue
through the parliamentary reforms of the Glorious
Revolution in 1688. Overlaying these legal structures
was the further the notion that legal rights were
established to specifically guarantee the natural rights
that became central to Enlightenment theory. In this
interpretation, the Crown’s power rested on the
“consent of the governed,” as propounded by John
Locke, which became a mainstay of colonial dissent

Also influential with colonists? These ideas had taken
firm root in populations that were religiously diverse but
all with a long history of resistance to authoritative,
established control over religious beliefs and practices.
As such, the colonists tended to be independent
thinkers. The work of influencer extraordinaire, Thomas
Paine, sat well with them. Paine submitted a widely read
pamphlet that framed the radical solution to
longstanding colonial problems as a simple matter of
“Common Sense,” which served as a strong impetus for
acceptance of the Declaration in 1776.

One poignant note: These legal and philosophical ideas
captured the minds even of people who would be left
out of the Revolution’s promises, and the irony behind
its high-minded words was not lost on them. While she
waited to hear news of the Declaration, Abigail Adams
warned her husband, “If particular care and attention is
not paid to the ladies we are determined to foment a
rebellion, and will not hold ourselves bound by any laws
in which we have no voice, or representation.”

So Abigail’s words remind us that the Declaration’s
story is not a perfect one. But still we remain inspired
by its ideas. Two hundred and fifty years ago, the
complex philosophies swirling around the center of
western civilization as people knew it then--theories of
government, politics, economy and theology--spread
thousands of miles away to the very frontiers of
European settlement. With the Declaration’s powerful
words these transplanted Europeans—their minds
ignited by thoughts of freedom and equality—embarked
on the Great American Experiment that we continue to
fulfill today.

A little light reading follows:
Magna Carta

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/
magna-carta/british-library-magna-carta-1215-

runnymede/
The Bill of Rights of 1689

https://www.parliament.uk/about/living-
heritage/evolutionofparliament/parliamentaryauthority/rev
olution/collections1/collections-glorious-
revolution/billofrights/

John Locke, Two Treatises on Government (1689)
https://www.yorku.ca/comninel/courses/3025pdf/Locke.pdf
The Albany Plan of Union (1754
https://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/albany.asp
The Olive Branch Petition (1775)

https://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th _century/contcong_07-
08-75.as

A Declaration by the Representatives of the United
Colonies of North-America, Now Met in Congress at

Philadelphia, Setting Forth the Causes and Necessity of
Their Taking Up Arms (1775)

https://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th _century/arms.asp

Thomas Paine, Common Sense (1776)

https://thomaspaine.org/major-works/common-sense/

The Declaration of Independence (1776):

https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-
transcript
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LHS Calendar

Check this issue, the LHS website or our Facebook page (linked URLs for both below) for
events and updates. First Sunday of the month walking tours are coming up on

July 5, August 2, September 6, October 4 and November 1.
They leave from the Marshall House, 60 Bridge St., at 2 PM.

o LHS sends The Nugget to members by email where they can read the full-color

b ‘%‘ § pdf version and have one less item to recycle unless they have been receiving
‘; 3 * a black and white print copy. If you are interested in going back to paper,
o E " please call 609-397-0770 or write info@LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org.

Find us on
Facebook

www.facebook.com/LambertvilleHistory

Lambertville Historical Society
P.O.Box 2
60 Bridge Street
Lambertville, NJ 08530
609-397-0770
www.LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org

Made possible with funds from the Hunterdon County
Cultural & Heritage Commission, a partner of the New
Jersey Historical Commission.

HUNTERD COUNTY
ol LTURP&ERITAGE
cC oM M S I O N

Our Mission

The Lambertville Historical Society fosters, inspires and
encourages the awareness, preservation and
appreciation of Lambertville’s history and architecture
through education, member engagement, community
involvement, and the curation, promotion and
conservation of the James Wilson Marshall House and
Museum.

The Marshall House is open from 1:00 to 4:00 PM on
weekends between Shad Fest and the end of October.
Free admission.

Officers
President Michael Menche
Vice President Jeffrey Campbell
Treasurer Patrick Gallagher
Secretary Chuck Hansen

Trustees
Denise Adamucci Karla Feuer
John Franzini Edward Hoag
Susan Craig Phil Mackey
Fred Eisinger Tom Ogren
William Falk Lisa Shippy-Woods

The Nugget is the quarterly newsletter of the
Lambertville Historical Society © 2026. All previous
issues are available on the LHS website.

Editors: Fred Eisinger (outgoing), Susan Craig (incoming)
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