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Seven Spectacular Sites on the 39th Autumn House Tour 

Sunday, October 23 from 11 AM to 5 PM – see page 2. 
 

Weird Lambertville Walking Tour 
Saturday, October 22, 5:00 PM 

Led by Lou Toboz and Bambi Kuhl 
Starting from Pittore Justice Center, 25 S. Union Street 

 
 

A Walking Tour of Mount Hope Cemetery 
 

October 30, 2:00-3:15 PM 
Rain date November 6, 2:00-3:15 PM 
 
Join us for a memorable walk on “Mt. Hope’s green hill side.” Mike 
Menche will discuss the history, layout, and logistics of the cemetery. 
We will examine Strangers Ground, grand monuments, headstones of 
notable residents—and the gravesite for a reputed witch who may 
have been exhumed. 
 
Meet in the cemetery driveway off S. Franklin St., closest to Swan 
Street. There is some parking in the central driveway; otherwise park 
on the street where available.  (See map at right.) 

 

An Enduring Crossing: The 208-Year History of the 
New Hope-Lambertville Bridge 

Sunday, November 13, 1:00 PM 
Pittore Justice Center, 25 S. Union Street 

 
Since 1814 a bridge has spanned the Delaware River between the 
communities that are now New Hope and Lambertville.  The bridge’s 
story – from private construction and ownership to the public domain 
with floods and replacement in between – will be told in pictures and 
words by Joseph Donnelly, Deputy Executive Director of 
Communications of the Delaware River Joint Toll Bridge Commission. 

 
 

http://www.lambertvillehistoricalsociety.org/
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39th Autumn House Tour 
Sunday, October 23, 11 AM to 5 PM 

After a two-year covid-related hiatus, the Lambertville 
House Tours returns on Sunday, October 23.  Tickets for 
the self-guided tour are available online 
at https://lambertvillehistoricalsociety.org/2022-
autumn-house-tour through Eventbrite. 

Tickets may also be purchased at the Marshall House 
on  Sundays between 1 and 4 PM.  The cost is $25 for 
advance sale tickets and $30 on the day of the tour.  LHS 
members pay $25 at all times.  Please 
email  info@LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org  or call 
609-397-0770 with any questions. 

 
•  The structure, built in 1830,  is Federal style with 
Italianate influences and has served many purposes over 
the last two centuries.  A gracious apartment on the 
second floor is featured on this year’s tour.   
 

 
•  One of the oldest houses standing in Lambertville (built 
in 1756), this historic stone building also housed General 
George Washington and his officers twice during the 
Revolutionary War.  Seven generations descending from 
John Holcombe occupied this home until 2021 when it 
was bought by the City of Lambertville.  
 

 
• The construction of this eighteen-room stone building 
as a single-family residence was begun in 1867 and took 
several years to complete for the founder and president 
of the Lambertville Iron Works. Masons were brought 
from Italy to hand-cut the stone for this outstanding 
example of picturesque Tuscan Revival with a three-story 
tower and detailed porches and cornices.  Before 
returning to a residence in 2005, the home spent more 
than a half century in use as a church, an art gallery and 
an interior design studio.  

 
 

 
• This Queen Anne style house was built on land 
previously owned by early Lambertville families, such as 
the Holcombes and Lamberts. It has been preserved 
through its several owners over the years and the current 
ones continue to maintain and preserve the home and 
property. 
 

 
  

https://lambertvillehistoricalsociety.org/2022-autumn-house-tour
https://lambertvillehistoricalsociety.org/2022-autumn-house-tour
mailto:info@LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org
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•  Erected in 1867 for use as a seminary and later as a 

Friends Meeting House, the wooden frame Vernacular 

Italianate building with the double entrances and two 

Tuscan-style towers, has been home to one of New Jersey’ 

oldest women’s clubs since 1910. 
 
 

 
• A two-story, 3 bay x 4 bay Italianate side hall townhouse 
was built in 1874.  It  is an excellent example of an 
architecture that was popular in the mid 19th century, 
having a gabled roof with paired brackets, corbelled 
chimneys, and shuttered windows with arched openings. 
The house also sports a two-story Italianate porch on the 
side. 
 
 

Join, renew membership, or 
donate to LHS at  >> 

 

 
•  This single-family house was constructed about 1884 
and in a style that is known as 19th Century Vernacular 
with Italianate Influences.   The house was purchased in 
2018 from a family who had owned it since the 1940s and 
the present owner has done extensive structural 
renovations and the home now exhibits a sophisticated 
decor focusing on work by local artists. 
 
All house photos courtesy of John Sunkiskis. 
 
 
 
 

Welcome New Members 

Sara Burns 

Peter & Susan Krais 

Mark Kupperman 

Christine Livingston & family 

Stephanie North & family 

Laura Holcombe Sheehan 

Annie Trinkle 

 
 

LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org
/membership

http://www.lambertvillehistoricalsociety.org/membership
http://www.lambertvillehistoricalsociety.org/membership
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Lambertville Free Public Library  
Celebrates 140 Years 
 
The following history is adapted from that on the library’s website.    
 
The roots of the Lambertville Library reach deep into all facets of 
Lambertville’s history – its agricultural, industrial, commercial, 
financial, political, and civic development. Two esteemed, very 
different community leaders played major parts not only in the 
growth and prosperity of Lambertville, but also in the library’s 
origins and in its special surroundings in a historic mansion. 
 
• In 1881, 28 leading citizens formed the Stryker Library 
Association, based on the will of Samuel Davis Stryker, who had left 
$1,000 in 1863 to establish a library “for the benefit of the 
inhabitants” of Lambertville, but only after those inhabitants raised 
an equal amount. Contributors to this matching fund, which took 18 
years to amass, were all prominent leaders, including Ashbel 
Welch, Martin Coryell, Alexander H. Holcombe, Warren A. Greene, 
William McCready, and even two women, Ann Weeden and Caroline 
W. Corwin.  A portrait of Samuel Stryker hangs over the mantel in 
the library’s main room. 
 
• Samuel D. Stryker (born 1790 in vicinity of Pittstown, NJ) had 
operated a general store in Bucks County, PA, then in Flemington, 
before partnering with his younger brother James (1800-1883) in 
1826 to establish a retail business in Lambertville, which operated 
until 1848. The brothers then entered the lumber business, which 
brought them both wealth and prominence. In 1858 when the 
Lambertville Bank was organized, Samuel was chosen as the first 
president and James as a director, who succeeded his brother as 
president in 1863. 
 
• On June 21, 1882, the library opened in a room over Cochran’s 
Drug Store at Union and Coryell Streets, then moved in 1883 to 
rooms in the Masonic Building at 19 Bridge Street, where the 
quarterly rent was $25. The library’s collection of about 1,300 
volumes contained classic literature as well as practical materials 
for farmers, such as Downing’s “Fruit and Fruit Trees”, Randall’s 
“Sheep Husbandry”, and Harris’ “Insects Injurious to Vegetation.” A 
few original holdings stand on a shelf near Samuel Stryker’s 
portrait. 
 
• The first librarian was Susan B. Hunt, at a quarterly salary of 
$31.25, followed in 1894 by Harriet Holcombe, and by Bessie M. 
Dilts in 1916 at a rate of $18.75 per month.  In 1919, A.C. Holcombe 
became librarian until 1926 when the City of Lambertville took 
over the library, in accordance with a November 1925 referendum. 
 
• In the early 1950’s, the library re-located to the second floor of 
City Hall at 18 York Street, where it remained until late 1988 when 
the City needed the upstairs space and decided to move the library 
to its current location in the Lilly Mansion at 6 Lilly Street. 
 

Thank You for the Donations 

Sharon & John Bisaha 

Flo & Loren Hurwitz 

Kate & John Kerrigan 

Helen Pettit 

 

Library Seeks Support for Digitization Project 
 
For 170 years, until 2015, Lambertville had weekly 
newspapers - the longest lasting was The Beacon.  The library 
has microfilms of issues since 1860 and a few years ago 
saved them digitally through 1939 and a bit of the late 1970s.  
Now the library is embarking on a new, higher-quality keyword 
searchable digitization of the entire run since 1860 so that 
Lambertville history can be at people’s fingertips whether for 
research or browsing. 
 
Of course, this is not an inexpensive venture and the library is 
asking the community to support it to the extent possible.  
Donors may sponsor a roll of microfilm to be digitized for $150 
or donate online directly to the project fund. The donation 
campaign launch will be publicized through the library’s 
website - https://lambertvillelibrary.org/ - and newsletter.   
 
Until the new database comes online next year, the existing 
Beacon archive may be searched at 
https://lambertville.advantage-preservation.com/. 

 

    
 

 
The above views of the Stryker Library in the Masonic Building 
date to 1907 and were taken by J.A. Anderson, Lambertville’s 
first professional photographer, and appear as part of the 
Anderson exhibit currently at the Marshall House. 

https://lambertvillelibrary.org/
https://lambertville.advantage-preservation.com/
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Facts Behind the Photo – Kitty McNeilly 
- Deborah Galen 

 
Catharine "Kitty" Anderson McNeilly was John A. Anderson's aunt 
and lived on Church Street. She lived to be 100 and is buried at 
Mount Hope Cemetery.  Her photo (below) is part of the current 
Anderson exhibit in the Marshall House. 
 
Born April 18, 1796, died December 15, 1896 She was the eldest of 
five Anderson children, all girls, except her brother John H. 
 

She married Joseph 
McNeilly on Nov. 25, 
1844, making her 48, 
which was two years 
after her widowed 
mother had died. 
 
In the 1850 census she's 
shown with Joseph, 
listing him as born in 
Ireland and a carpenter.   
 
Joseph died in May 1870 
and the July 1870 census 
shows her living with her 
brother John H. and his 
wife Mary. 

 
She sold her house, the central portion of what is now 44 Coryell 
Street,  to Cornelius Lake in July 1870 for $2,925. Her brother, who 
bought the house for her, and Joseph mentioned in the deed that 
she could continue to live there if her husband died.   
 
From the Lambertville Beacon, April 17, 1896 on the occasion of her 
100th birthday 
 
"Mrs. Catherine McNeilly, of the city, was 100 years on Friday of last 
week.  The occasion was celebrated by a dinner party at the 
residence of the Misses Amy and Rebecca Brittian on Church St., 
where Mrs. McNeilly has boarded for a number of years.  Guests 
were present from Wilmington Del., Philadelphia, Trenton, this City 
and elsewhere.  No one enjoyed the occasion more than the aged 
lady herself.  Mrs. McNeilly was born near Stockton, of this county, 
April 10, 1796 and removed with her parents to this city when quite 
young and has lived here ever since.  She still possesses all her 
facilities and has an excellent memory. 
 
Mrs. McNeilly was the daughter of Joshua Anderson and sister of 
John H. Anderson, Esq. and is an aunt of John A. Anderson, Esq., 
Superintendent of the Relief Department of the Pennsylvania 
Railroad, of this city.  She was married to Joseph McNeilly, who died 
many years ago.  Her paternal grandfather John Anderson, was a 
prominent citizen of Hunterdon County, having been sheriff for 
several years.  He and her paternal grandfather, Cornelius Hoppock 
were Captains in the Continental Army. 
 
Mrs. McNeilly can relate many interesting happenings of the long 
ago.  Just think what changes have taken place during her long 
lifetime!  In her girlhood there were no railroads, no telegraph 
lines, and traveling was difficult and tedious.  There was no coal, no 
matches, no comforts that we in this age enjoy.  She was 16 years 
old when the War of 1812 occurred." 
 

Membership Social - September 11 

 
Grey skies teased by occasional rain did not dampen the spirits of 
the 45 members who enjoyed the hospitality of hosts Dina and Marc 
Fanelli.  Delicious snacks and a variety of beverages accompanied 
people in their socializing.  Added attractions were a self tour of one 
side of the house and a guided one of the family residence.  A most 
challenging quiz on Lambertville trivia resulted in no full scores 
and very few passing ones.  Franta Broulik got the most correct 
answers and received a bottle of wine for her efforts. 

 

 
Much of the group focused their attention on president Jeff 
Campbell during his brief address.  Photo – Marc Fanelli 
 

 
Long-time LHS member Franta Broulik displays her quiz award 
while chatting with Donald Colombo, another long-time member.  
Photo – Nancy Campbel
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LHS Calendar     
Check the front page of this issue, the LHS website or our Facebook page (linked URLs for 

both below) for events and updates.  First Sunday walking tours are back!  They begin at     

2 PM from the Marshall House, 60 Bridge St. on October 2 and November 6. 

 

 

LHS sendsThe Nugget to members by email where they can read the full-

color pdf version and have one less item to recycle unless they have been 

receiving a black and white print copy.  If you are interested in going back 

to paper, please call 609-397-0770 or write to 

info@LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org. 

 

 
www.facebook.com/LambertvilleHistory 

 

 
 

Lambertville Historical Society 
P.O. Box 2 

60 Bridge Street 
Lambertville, NJ 08530 

609-397-0770 

www.LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org 

 
The Lambertville Historical Society received an operating 
support grant from the Hunterdon County Cultural & 
Heritage Commission, with funds from the New Jersey 
Historical Commission, a division of the Department of 
State. 

 

                

 

Our Mission 

The Lambertville Historical Society fosters, inspires and 
encourages the awareness, preservation and 
appreciation of Lambertville’s history and architecture 
through education, member engagement, community 
involvement, and the curation, promotion and 
conservation of the James Wilson Marshall House and 
Museum. 

 
The Marshall House is open from 1:00 to 4:00 PM on 
weekends (currently only Sundays) between Shad 
Fest (usually the last weekend in April) and the end of 
October.  Free admission. 

 

Officers 

 President  Jeffrey Campbell 

 Vice President  Deborah Galen 

 Treasurer  Laurie Weinstein 

 Secretary  Liz Riegel  
  

 Trustees     

Nancy Campbell Regina Hoag 

Fred Eisinger   Jeff McVey  

Marc Fanelli    Michael Menche 

Suzanne Gitomer Lou Toboz 

Edward Hoag   Mark Weinstein 

     

The Nugget is the quarterly newsletter of the 

Lambertville Historical Society © 2022. 

Editor:  Fred Eisinger 
Contributor:  Deborah Galen 

mailto:info@LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org
http://www.facebook.com/LambertvilleHistory
http://www.lambertvillehistoricalsociety.org/
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