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President’s Message 
by Jeff Campbell 

Enriching the Present by Engaging Our Past 

We all seek to contribute.  We want to make a difference, to improve things, to leave the world a little bit better for our 
having been here.  As individuals, we want to enhance the lives of family, friends and neighbors.  We seek to be part of 
organizations that share not only our interests, but also our aspirations – organizations that are aligned with our priorities 
and our vision for our community. 

Given this basic human desire, the Board of Trustees of LHS has spent the past several months considering the Mission 
Statement of Lambertville Historical Society to ensure that it fully and explicitly expresses our priorities, objectives and 
work.   After careful consideration and numerous drafts, the board adopted the following new Mission Statement: 

The Lambertville Historical Society fosters, inspires and encourages the awareness, preservation and 
appreciation of Lambertville’s history and architecture through education, member engagement, community 
involvement, and the curation, promotion and conservation of the James Wilson Marshall House and Museum. 

This statement sets forth not only what we do, but how we do it.  It guides our decisions and actions, and helps to clarify our 
priorities. 

The Mission Statement is far from empty words.  It concisely describes our approach to our work.  For example, in the past 
several months we have presented an excellent educational program on the dendrochronology of local buildings, hosted a 
lively and informative members’ social, determined to investigate LHS participation in local parades, acquired new items 
for our museum collection, opened a new exhibit at the Marshall House Museum, and much more.  On a week-in and week-
out basis, LHS fosters, inspires and encourages the awareness, preservation and appreciation of Lambertville’s history and 
architecture. 

But what we do and how we do it doesn’t tell the whole story.  The remaining critical question is “why” we do it.  Therefore,  
the LHS Board also resolved to adopt a Vision Statement to succinctly express the ultimate motivation behind our myriad 
activities.  To that end, our new Vision Statement is simple and direct: 

Enriching the Present by Engaging Our Past 

As an organization, we do what we do because it enriches our lives, the lives of our neighbors, and the quality of our 
community.  As individuals, we are dedicated to the mission of LHS because that mission improves and enhances the city we 
love.  We are proud to be members of LHS because, together, we make a difference. 

 

We had such a great time at the June membership social (see inside) that we decided to 
host another - at the home of Dina and Marc Fanelli, 119-121 N. Union St. 

Sunday, September 11, 3 to 5 PM 

We look forward to holding the 39th Autumn House Tour 
on Sunday, October 23 from 11 AM to 5 PM.   

Look for details in your email after Labor Day. 

http://www.lambertvillehistoricalsociety.org/
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We’re Back!  OK, we were never really away.  Since 
March 2020 we held two annual meetings on Zoom, 
had extremely popular virtual walking tours with 
numerous participants from around the country 
and around the world (last year we returned to live 
first Sunday walking tours – see the last page) and, 
among several other programs and presentations, 
we offered a fantastic virtual 38th House Tour, 
parts of which are still available for viewing on the 
LHS website. 
 
As you can see below, live events are again part of 
our schedule.  Please join us! 
 
 
How Old is That Building Anyway? 
April 10 
 
Our first live indoor program in two 
years, “How Old is That Building 
Anyway?” – dendrochronology or 
tree-ring dating - took place on 
Sunday, April 10.  Despite 
rescheduling due to weather issues 
and relocation due to conflicts, it 
drew about 35 interested 
participants many of whom were observed scrupulously 
taking detailed notes. 
 
The presenters - local historian Marilyn Cummings and 
timber dendrochronologist Michael Cuba - imparted their 
substantial knowledge and held the group’s interest 
throughout.  Everyone left with a better understanding of 
the subject and several planned to put the newly-obtained 
information to practical use when they returned home. 
 
 

Membership Social, June 5 
 
Almost 50 members enjoyed a beautiful afternoon at the 
Kalmia Club.  It was tasty and, in addition to being social, 
it was educational in a very pleasant way.  
 
President Jeff Campbell welcomed and thanked everyone 
for coming, and emphasized that LHS is looking to get 
more members involved.  Outside in Mary Sheridan Park 
he reviewed the military history of the cannon noting that 
it had served on the USS Richmond during the Civil War 
which participated in the first ever engagement against an 
ironclad ship.  On October 12, 1861, at the Battle of the 
Head of Passes at the mouth of the Mississippi River, the 
Richmond was rammed by the Confederate ironclad CSS 
Manassas.  The Richmond was damaged but did not sink, 
and later fired a full broadside striking the Manassas with 
several shells. 
 

 

 
Jeff Campbell welcoming attendees (above) and later 
discussing the cannon and its civil war history (below). 

 
 
 

 
City historian and trustee Lou Toboz (just to the left of the Civil 
War monument) shared anecdotes about the cannon, the 
monument, the park and Kalmia.  
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Trustee and immediate past president Mike Menche 
provided a brief history of our venue, the Kalmia Club, 
whose origins as a school go back more than 150 years 
and has occupied the building since 1910 (above).  He 
also gave an update on the jail restoration which LHS is 
coordinating for the city under Mike’s leadership and 
allowed a limited number of people at a time to observe 
the progress (below). 
 

 
 

 

 
Some of the attendees listening to speakers in the Kalmia Club. 
 

 
LHS member Jim Murray at the circuit box in the former city jail. 
 

Welcome New Members 

Trish & John Barby 

Bryan Fisher 

Carol James 

Joel & Stephanie Simmons 
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John A. Anderson Photography 
 
The exhibit of more than 50 examples of the work of 
Lambertville’s first photographer continues at the Marshall 
House on Sundays between 1 and 4 PM (due to staffing 
issues we are not yet ready to open on Saturdays as well).   
Stop by to view the incredible detail and clarity of these late 
19th and early 20th century images which capture 
Lambertville and its residents at that time. 
 
 

Anderson’s Scrapbook: Another Lambertville 
Treasure Saved from the Trash Heap 

- Michael Menche 
-  

Visitors to this year’s John A. Anderson exhibit can leaf 
through a unique artifact: a scrapbook compiled by John A. 
Anderson during the late 1800’s and early 1900’s. The 
scrapbook preserves hundreds of articles and other 
documents related to Lambertville’s history, with notes by 
Anderson. 
 

 
Anderson scrapbook on display in the Marshall House. 
 

“Around 2012 I saw it on the street in a Sparkle Week pile 
put out by a former resident of the Library’s Lilly Street 
apartment,” says LHS member Franta Broulik. “I looked at 
it, realized what it was, and passed it on to Lou Toboz and 
Jeff McVey [ed. note: both former presidents and long 
involved in LHS]. That tenant gathered items to sell at the 
flea market, so he could have come across it anywhere in 
town.” 
 
“Anderson was interested in many topics, such as the 1903 
flood, James Marshall and the gold discovery, and the role of 
Lambertville in the Revolutionary War,” says Jeff McVey. “I 
continue to be amazed at his range and knowledge.” 
 

 
 
We welcome you to be amazed as well. Our exhibit of 
Anderson’s photographs, the scrapbook, and selected 
writings by Anderson, is free and open to the public at the 
Marshall House every Sunday from 1:00-4:00 PM. 
 

 
A page showing images of the four fire companies – clockwise 
from top left – Union, Columbia, Hibernia and Fleetwing.  All 
buildings still stand but no longer serve as active firehouses. 
 
 
 

Thank You for the Donations 

We thank our generous Centurions and all of our 
members for their continued support. We recognize 

those below for making a donation beyond their 
membership dues during the last quarter (we 

apologize if we missed anyone).  It is always sincerely 
appreciated. 

Merle Citron 

Ree & Patrick Gallagher 

John & Elizabeth Krantz 

Norman Douglas & Samran Lilyroth 

Tony Lockwood 

Richard West & Dee Snell 

 
 

 
New Trustees 
 
The LHS board of trustees and officers are pleased to 
welcome new trustee Marc Fanelli.  He was voted in at the 
April meeting and joins other relative newcomers Ed Hoag 
and Regina Hoag who were first elected at the December 
2021 meeting.  We look forward to continue working with 
them as they share their ideas and energy. 
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Jesse Mason, Jr. 
 
The name is familiar to many long-time Lambertville 
residents as well as some here for shorter periods.  Jesse 
Mason was a well-known member of the city’s Black 
community and was involved in local and civic groups.   
 
He was likely best-known for Mason’s Bar, a local watering 
hole at 54 N. Franklin Street popular among African-
Americans (from 2005 to 2021 the building housed 
Deanna’s).  The recently released schedule of the 1950 
census shows that he lived at 109 Coryell Street, the side 
entrance to the bar building and, not surprisingly, listed his 
occupation as tavern proprietor.  It also noted Jesse Mason, 
Sr. as the head of an extended family household of 12 
nearby at 72 N. Franklin and showed his occupation as 
horse trader – his son Clarence must have worked with him 
as he is listed as buying and selling horses.   
 
The following 2007 obituary excerpt gives a snapshot of his 
life:  
 
Jesse Mason Jr., 95, died Monday at The Rolling Hills at 
Hunterdon Care Center in Clinton Township. Born in West 
Amwell, he was a lifelong Lambertville area resident. Mr. Mason 
owned and operated Mason's Tavern and Liquor Store in 
Lambertville for 67 years before retiring two years ago. He also 
owned a septic tank business in Lambertville from 1938 to 1980. 
Earlier he worked at Sklute's Cleaners in Lambertville.  
 
He attended Lambertville's First Ward School. Active in many 
community activities, he was a former member of the Mt. Carmel 
Baptist Church where he served as trustee and treasurer, a 
member of the Fleetwing Fire Company of Lambertville and was 
active with the Masonic Lodge in Trenton.  
 
In 1988, the city of Lambertville honored Mr. Mason with a 
celebration marking his 50th anniversary in business. He was 
an avid fisherman. He was the husband of the late Bertha 
Williamson and the late Gladys Martin, the son of the late Jesse 
Sr. and Beatrice McFadden Mason, and the brother of the late 
Clarence, Raymond, Winifred and Ruth. He is survived by a host 
of nieces, nephews, great-nieces, and great-nephews.  Mr. 
Mason was interred at the Holcombe-Riverview Cemetery, 
Delaware Township. 
 

 
In the middle of a game of checkers – Jesse Mason at left. 

 

 
Mason’s Bar at 54 N. Franklin Street around 1960. 

 

 
A welcome sign in the sidewalk still exists today (2022). 

 

 
Looking north along Franklin Street from the bar around 1962.  
All the buildings in the view still exist with the exception of the 
two on York Street in the center which were destroyed in the 
February 1971 gas explosion. 

 

Mr. Mason enjoyed photography and recorded the city in 

routine and special events.  All the photos on this page, except 

the sidewalk sign, are his, courtesy of Harold Dunn.
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LHS Calendar     
Check this issue, the LHS website or our Facebook page (linked URLs for both below) for 

events and updates.  First Sunday walking tours are back!  They begin at 2 PM from the 

Marshall House, 60 Bridge St. on July 3, August 7, September 4, October 2, November 6. 

 

 
 

Join, renew membership, or donate to LHS at 
www.LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org/membership

 

 

 
www.facebook.com/LambertvilleHistory 

 

 
 

Lambertville Historical Society 
P.O. Box 2 

60 Bridge Street 
Lambertville, NJ 08530 

609-397-0770 

www.LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org 

 
The Lambertville Historical Society received an operating 
support grant from the Hunterdon County Cultural & 
Heritage Commission, with funds from the New Jersey 
Historical Commission, a division of the Department of 
State. 

 

                
 

Our Mission 

The Lambertville Historical Society fosters, inspires and 
encourages the awareness, preservation and 
appreciation of Lambertville’s history and architecture 
through education, member engagement, community 
involvement, and the curation, promotion and 
conservation of the James Wilson Marshall House and 
Museum. 

 
The Marshall House is open from 1:00 to 4:00 PM on 
weekends (currently only Sundays) between Shad 
Fest (usually the last weekend in April) and the end of 
October.  Free admission. 

 

Officers 

 President  Jeffrey Campbell 

 Vice President  Deborah Galen 

 Treasurer  Laurie Weinstein 

 Secretary  Liz Riegel  
  

Trustees 

     

Nancy Campbell Regina Hoag 

Fred Eisinger   Jeff McVey  

Marc Fanelli    Michael Menche 

Suzanne Gitomer Lou Toboz 

Edward Hoag   Mark Weinstein 

     

 

The Nugget is the quarterly newsletter of the Lambertville 
Historical Society © 2022. 

Editor:  Fred Eisinger 
Contributor: Michael Menche 

 

http://www.lambertvillehistoricalsociety.org/membership
http://www.facebook.com/LambertvilleHistory
http://www.lambertvillehistoricalsociety.org/
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