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President’s Message 
A Time to Renew and Reconnect 

by Jeff Campbell 

Welcome to spring – a wondrous season of renewed life, optimism, energy and promise!  Spring 2022 is a particularly 
hopeful time, as we look longingly towards a return to relative normalcy and reconnection with the people and activities 
we love.  LHS is energized with that spirit and is embarking on a renewal of our own.   
 
In January Mike Menche stepped down as president of LHS after providing three years of exceptional leadership in that 
position.  His creativity, enthusiasm and “can-do” attitude were the driving force behind the success of LHS through the 
pandemic.  I took over the position with a commitment to the board and members to seek to lead LHS out of the pandemic 
era with a renewed emphasis on shared mission, contribution and cooperation. 
 
I am a relative newcomer to Lambertville, having moved here with my wife, Nancy, in 2018.  We have fallen in love with 
Lambertville’s charm, architectural diversity, rich history, and sense of community.  We have spoken with so many 
Lambertvillians who share our affection for the unique qualities of our city. 
 
Reinforcing those unique qualities is one of the central roles of LHS.  Through the active involvement of our members, we 
seek to enhance Lambertville’s present by engaging its past, to enrich our community by highlighting our heritage. 
 
Active involvement of members is a critical component of this mission.  As we emerge from the pandemic, LHS will re-
engage our members through a broad array of initiatives, activities and volunteer opportunities.  Whether you enjoy 
historic research, are passionate about architectural preservation, have a penchant for communications, are gifted in 
financial management or administration, or relish planning and throwing a party, we have great volunteer opportunities 
for you.  Over the coming weeks and months you will hear more about specific contributions you can make to LHS and our 
community.  Together we will renew LHS and, in so doing, bring new life, energy and optimism to the city we love.  
 

Annual Meeting – January 22 
 

Outgoing president Michael Menche reviewed 2021 which included an impressive number of events considering the 
limitations of covid (see below). 

• Annual meeting main presentation - Henry Chapman Mercer: A Legacy Built in Concrete 

• Remembering the Lambertville Music Circus and St. John Terrell 

• Virtual Plein Air Artist Tribute 

• Kalmia Club and the Masonic Lodge Through the Years 

• Presentation to LPS 1st and 3rd grade – A Short History of Lambertville 

• Return of live First Sunday Walking Tours 

• Scholarship to a SHRHS student 

• Jail Restoration 

• Display at Marshall House of a portion of the J.A. Anderson photographic collection included precautions such as 
timed, limited attendance and open doors. 

• Flash drive with 192 songs over the ten years of the Holiday CD and two live concerts 

• Co-sponsorship of the Roxey ballet fundraiser – A Very Lambertville Holiday 
 
After the business portion of the meeting, which also included remarks from incoming president Jeffrey Campbell and the 
presentation of the Narducci Award (page 3), the main program began.  It included an examination of select John A. 
Anderson photos from 1890-1915 some of which were part of the limited display at the Marshall House. Jeffrey Apoian, Lou 
Toboz and Mike Menche discussed Anderson’s art and techniques in his photography as well as stories behind the people 
and places and research tips to an appreciative audience of about 50 (sample photos on page 2). 

 

http://www.lambertvillehistoricalsociety.org/
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J.A. Anderson’s Photography 

 
Photo looking west along Bridge Street toward the entrance of the covered bridge (destroyed in the October 1903 flood and 
replaced by the steel bridge the following year).  Steeples of the Baptist, Catholic and Presbyterian churches are prominent in this 
view.  New Hope appears across the river.  March 16, 1898 
 

   
J.A. Anderson, the photographer, July 15, 1896   Mr. C.A. Twomey, butcher, December 31, 1896 

 

Join, renew membership, or donate to LHS at 
www.LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org/membership

http://www.lambertvillehistoricalsociety.org/membership
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Narducci Award – 2022 

 
At the LHS Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 22 the Alice 
Narducci Preservation Award was presented to Dina and 
Marc Fanelli, owners of 119-121 North Union Street.  The 
grand 150 year-old Tuscan Revival stone house was built by 
William Cowin, owner of the local iron foundry.  During the 
second half of the 20th century it served as a church, an art 
gallery, and an interior design studio before returning to a 
private residence in 2005. 
 
Unfortunately, it was unoccupied for several years and fell 
into disrepair with roof leaks damaging both the interior and 
exterior.  The current owners, Dina and Marc Fanelli, set 
about to restore the home to its former glory with roof repairs, 
undoing related harm to the porch and replacing most 
flashing.  It is the 50th property to be recognized with the 
award. 
 

The LHS established the Alice Narducci Preservation Awards in 1996 in honor of founding society member Alice 
Narducci. The award, a bronze plaque, recognizes the historical preservation of a structure’s exterior, restoration of a 
building to its original architectural integrity or a combination. Both residences and businesses in the city of Lambertville 
are eligible to receive awards. 
 

 
Lou Toboz of the Narducci Award Committee (left) handing over the plaque to Dina and Marc Fanelli who display theirs which they 
received earlier in the day (there’s just so much that you can do on Zoom). 

 

 

Thank You for the Donations 

We thank our generous Centurions and all of our members 
for their continued support. We recognize those below for 
making a donation beyond their membership dues during 
the last quarter (we apologize if we missed anyone).  It is 

always sincerely appreciated. 

Jane Abitanta & David Paul 

Regina & Ed Hoag 

John & Jaqui Hover 

Bambi & Paul Kuhl 

Ann Carter Lyons 

Katie & Kevin Michels 

Stephanie Moss & Hester Null 

Deana Ferreri & Peter Page 

Welcome New Members 

Amwell Lodge No. 12 Free & Accepted Masons 

Diane & Frank Dona 

John & Katherine Grieder 

Leah Hunt 

Brian Isserman 

Paula & Terry Shea 

David Steward 

Bret Vlazny 

Marianne Vlazny & Thomas Freundlich 
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Remembering Jim Hamilton - 2022 

 
Ed. Note – thanks to Jim Mastrich, this article, which originally appeared in the Spring 2018 Nugget, has been greatly expanded and 
detailed to give a fuller picture of Jim Hamilton’s life. 
 
Jim Hamilton, a native of Lambertville who spent most of his life in town and a contributing friend to the city, the LHS and many local 
non-profit organizations died on February 2, 2018.  Numerous obituaries and other remembrances in local press paid him well-
deserved accolades (local artist Robert Beck’s tribute may be found 
at https://www.facebook.com/robert.beck.52/posts/1988355004526472). 
 
In the early 1950s Jim used his creative skills working as the decoreographer at the 
Lambertville Music Circus  (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aLe6gGYHCLY). His bio at 
the right is from the 1953 program.  Because the term is rarely seen your editor asked Jim in 
2017 whether it was of his own creation – he replied that it was the Music Circus originator St 
John Terrell who came up with the word.  Later Jim opened Design Associates in the former 
skating rink on Mt. Hope Street (the site of Raritan Pointe for the last three decades). It was 
from this location that he created designs for sets for Broadway plays that included Hair, 
Equus, Godspell, The Sound of Music, concerts for acts that included Ike and Tina Turner, 
David Bowe and the Rolling Stones, and other productions that included Studio 54, Ringling 
Brothers Circus, along with the unveiling of the original Ford Mustang. 
 
He used his creative talents in various ways moving through set design, home décor, city 
planning, and accomplished restauranteur.  His design skills have been displayed at the Boat 
House, Swan Hotel and Rago Arts & Auction Center and, of course, his own Hamilton’s Grill 
Room among other spaces.  In 1979, at Mayor Phil Pittore’s request, he created a plan for 
downtown Lambertville, much of which has come to fruition. The following year Jim made 
himself available (along with Mayor Pittore and Building Inspector Gene Venettone) every 
Tuesday night to meet with residents to help them improve their front porches, façade, 
driveways, etc. in an effort to actualize Mayor Pittore’s vision to “take this town out of poverty 
and into prosperity.”  Folks would come in and leave the same evening with a design and a 
construction permit. This was the beginning of the end of what had become a city with many 
businesses closed with plywood across the windows. 
 
Among the many wonderful things that Jim contributed to his community was his participation 
in the founding The Shad Festival in 1981. This annual event was created to celebrate the success of the federal Clean Water Act 
and the subsequent return of the shad and other fish that were prevented from their annual migration up the Delaware because of the 
anoxic barrier in the river. From the 1940’s into the 1970’s the Shad literally where unable to migrate through the water with zero 
oxygen levels. Then again in June of 1999 Jim orchestrated what was known as The Great Spaghetti Supper which was dinner for 
1,000 in the streets of Lambertville in honor of the city’s 150th birthday. It was truly a memorable event. 
 
For decades Jim was a fundraising marvel. He would frequently offer dinners for auction in his apartment above The Pork Yard to 
raise money for the Lambertville Area Education Foundation and New Hope Arts. Anything for the arts and for kids and Jim was all 
in.  
 
More recently, in 2010, Jim founded the Friends of Ely Park for the purpose of enhancing the largest green space in Lambertville for 
the enjoyment of all of residents of the community. He also wanted to create a beautiful and welcoming presentation of Lambertville 
for all visitors. This was another manifestation of Jim’s caring and desire to improve and enhance his native city. The FEP’s final 
project was completed two years after his passing. It was the installation of stainless-steel silhouettes of sports figures set against a 
background in the center of the park. This was the creation of acclaimed local artist Illia Barger who decades earlier Jim had hired to 
paint stunning murals on The Grill Room evoking images of French impressionists.  
 
Despite living with diabetes for years and subsequent surgery, Jim always staffed the Hamilton’s Grill table, personally serving the 
delectable fare (usually different shellfish) donated for the Plein Air Art Auction and for fund-raising with other groups. 
 
A footnote to his many accomplishments, until a few years ago he kept chickens outside his apartment adding rural charm to the 
towpath (as well as fresh eggs).  He was an original and will truly be missed. 

 
 
 
Two interview videos about Jim were recently posted to the LHS website under “LINKS.”  “An Evening 
With Jim Hamilton and Friends” from 2015 is a New Hope Arts Presentation 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wZv_jBkyJUo. The other is a briefer, more intimate one-on-one talk 
with local artist Bill Jersey taped about four months before Jim passed away - “Reflections on My City” 
https://vimeo.com/240247783.  Both are definitely worth watching. 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/robert.beck.52/posts/1988355004526472
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aLe6gGYHCLY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wZv_jBkyJUo
https://vimeo.com/240247783
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The Changing Scene – 45 North Main Street at Coryell 

 

The building at 45 North Main Street was constructed around 1920 and served a variety of commercial 

purposes over the last century.  Originally Groginsky’s Department Store, by the late 1970s it evolved into 

the Howard Mann Art Center with a residence on the second floor.  Don Hart, a Lambertville native and 

local developer, purchased the building and restored it to its original appearance with large display windows 

and created apartments above.  In 2011 the LHS recognized his efforts with the Alice Narducci Preservation 

Award (see all awards at https://lambertvillehistoricalsociety.org/narducci-award-presentation). 

 

 
1920 – Groginsky’s Department Store 

 
2008 – Howard Mann Art Center 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2011 – Box Woods Garden & Gift Store 
 

 
1962 – It was a Plumbing and Heating business shown with a group 
watching the parade to celebrate the 150th anniversary of the 
Lambertville House.  Photo: Jesse Mason 
 

 
2021 – River Valley Realty 

https://lambertvillehistoricalsociety.org/narducci-award-presentation
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LHS Calendar     
Check this issue, the LHS website or our Facebook page (linked URLs for both below) for 

virtual events and updates.  First Sunday walking tours are back!  They begin at 2 PM from 

the Marshall House, 60 Bridge Street on April 3, May 1, June 5 and July 3. 

 

 

LHS is sending The Nugget to members by email where they can read the 

full-color pdf version and have one less item to recycle unless they have 

requested a black and white print copy.  If you are interested in going back 

to paper, please call 609-397-0770 or write to 

info@LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org. 

 

 
www.facebook.com/LambertvilleHistory 

 

 
 

Lambertville Historical Society 
P.O. Box 2 

60 Bridge Street 
Lambertville, NJ 08530 

609-397-0770 

www.LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org 

 
The Lambertville Historical Society received an operating 
support grant from the Hunterdon County Cultural & 
Heritage Commission, with funds from the New Jersey 
Historical Commission, a division of the Department of 
State. 

 

                

 

Our Mission 

The Lambertville Historical Society promotes, inspires 
and encourages the preservation and appreciation of 
Lambertville’s architecture and history through 
education, community involvement, and preserving 
and maintaining the James Marshall Museum. 

 
The Marshall House is open from 1:00 to 4:00 PM on 
weekends between Shad Fest (usually the last 
weekend in April) and the end of October.  Free 
admission. 

 

Officers 

 President  Jeffrey Campbell 

 Vice President  Deborah Galen 

 Treasurer  Laurie Weinstein 

 Secretary  Liz Riegel  
  

Trustees 

     

Nancy Campbell Regina Hoag 

Fred Eisinger   Jeff McVey  

Suzanne Gitomer Michael Menche  

Edward Hoag    Lou Toboz 

Mark Weinstein 

 

The Nugget is the quarterly newsletter of the 

Lambertville Historical Society © 2022. 

Editor:  Fred Eisinger 
Contributor: Jim Mastrich 

 

mailto:info@LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org
http://www.facebook.com/LambertvilleHistory
http://www.lambertvillehistoricalsociety.org/

	The Marshall House is open from 1:00 to 4:00 PM on weekends between Shad Fest (usually the last weekend in April) and the end of October.  Free admission.
	Officers

	President  Jeffrey Campbell
	Vice President  Deborah Galen
	Treasurer  Laurie Weinstein
	Secretary  Liz Riegel 
	Secretary  Liz Riegel 
	Trustees
	Nancy Campbell Regina Hoag
	Fred Eisinger   Jeff McVey
	Suzanne Gitomer Michael Menche
	Edward Hoag    Lou Toboz
	Mark Weinstein

