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The Music Circus Still Resonates
On February 21 LHS conducted a program commemorating Lambertville’s
Music Circus and its extraordinary impresario, St. John Terrell. From 19491970, the innovative theater in the round brought magic to Lambertville
through musical theater and concerts featuring many celebrities.
Lambertville native Jon Case, who worked at the Music Circus as a teenager,
traced the history and presented photographs. Gary Cohen showed an excerpt
from his 2013 documentary, “Magic on Music Mountain.” Attendees who had
worked at or patronized the Music Circus shared stories and showed
memorabilia.
Enjoy
Music
Circus
movies
and
memories
https://lambertvillehistoricalsociety.org/lambertville-music-circus.

here:

St. John (Sinjin) Terrell 1916-1998

LHS Plein Air Plus 2021 – A Virtual Tribute
LHS will not be able to host its annual live
Plein Air Plus Silent Auction in 2021 due
to the pandemic but we are using this time
to do a virtual tribute to our 2020 Plein Air
artists on our website. LHS couldn't have
this annual fundraiser without these
talented and generous artists.
Please take some time to visit
the LHS website to see the artists'
videos and works of art, and please
support these artists during this difficult
time. All proceeds from a purchase go to
the artist, not LHS.
While you’re there you may also want to
revisit the Lambertville Then and Now
Exhibit and check our expanding archive
of former LHS newsletters among other
additions to the website.
See you all next year!
PLEIN AIR ARTIST TRIBUTE

Glasses raised at the 2020 Plein Air Auction

Join, renew membership, or donate to LHS at
www.LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org/membership
LHS Annual Meeting Includes Henry Mercer
Program and Narducci Awards
On Sunday, January 17, President Michael Menche opened the
virtual meeting on Zoom by enumerating the many LHS
events/programs despite COVID restriction for most of the year.
These included the annual meeting program about the D&R
Canal; the Plein Air Plus auction (fortunately held just before the
pandemic); several virtual walking tours and musical concerts; a
scholarship to a South Hunterdon RHS student; 38th Autumn
House Tour (held as a webinar); the Lambertville Then and Now
exhibit (on street during the fall but now online at the LHS
website); ending the year with Bob Richter’s program about
holiday decorations and of course a holiday music event.
The business meeting also included approval of the previous
meeting’s minutes and current LHS budget as well as election
of officers and trustees (listed on the last page).

Henry Mercer

Welcome New Members
Michele Eichorn & Leslie Ahern
Krayl Funch
Michael Mancino
Nicholas Markert & Greg LoBiondo

Thank You for the Donations

The program at our Annual Meeting featured Olivia Brown
(above), Community Programs Coordinator at the Mercer
Museum and Fonthill Castle (below), who presented "Henry
Chapman Mercer: a Legacy Built in Concrete."

We thank our generous Centurions and all of our
members for their continued support. We recognize
those below for making a donation beyond their
membership dues during the last quarter (we apologize
if we missed anyone). It is always sincerely appreciated.
Franta Broulik
Deborah & Russell Galen
Nora & Bill Linderman
Nicholas Markert & Greg LoBiondo
Betsy & Stewart Palilonis
Michelle Walsky

Narducci Awards Presentation
Before the program the LHS gave two Narducci Preservation
awards which it has presented since 1996 to recognize historical
preservation or restoration of buildings in town. The bronze
plaque honors Alice Narducci, a founding society member who
was instrumental in saving the Marshall House from demolition
in the 1960s.
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This year two more properties were honored. The first, a twin
home 28-30 Delevan Street (below) dating to 1884, fortunately
retained the original architectural details. The owners on both
sides worked to restore them through historically accurate paint
and other improvements continuing the integrity and symmetry
of a single home.

Before (below) c. 1980; after (above) 2021.

Before (below) 2011; after (above) 2020.

The other (right), a 200 year-old brick structure in Lambertville’s
downtown underwent a major rehabilitation. At the meeting, the
owner, Joseph Caprio of North Union Street Holdings LLC,
described only a few of the efforts which included repointing
brick using special lime/sand mortar mix with a custom-built
small trowel. Portland cement was not introduced in the United
States until 1875 so he specifically matched the mortar mix more
commonly used around 1820. Mr. Caprio (below) also returned
historically-accurate custom-made fully operable shutters to the
building along with hardware appropriate to the period.
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LHS Calendar – will return when we are again able to have live events.

Check this
issue, the LHS website or our Facebook page (linked URLs for both below) for virtual events
and updates.

LHS would still like to send The Nugget to members by email where they can
read the full-color pdf version and have one less item to recycle. More than
a third of LHS members have signed up. Why not join them? If you are
interested, please write to info@LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org.

www.facebook.com/LambertvilleHistory
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Our Mission
The Lambertville Historical Society promotes the
preservation and appreciation of Lambertville’s architecture
and history through education and community involvement,
as well as operates and maintains the James Wilson
Marshall Museum.

The Nugget is the quarterly newsletter of the
Lambertville Historical Society © 2021.
Editor: Fred Eisinger
Contributor: Michael Menche

The Lambertville Historical Society received an operating
support grant from the Hunterdon County Cultural &
Heritage Commission, with funds from the New Jersey
Historical Commission, a division of the Department of
State.

In normal times, the Marshall House is open from 1:00 to
4:00 PM on weekends between Shad Fest (usually the last
weekend in April) and the end of October. Free admission.
Unfortunately, it is currently closed.

4

Trustees
Suzanne Gitomer
Jeff McVey
Lou Toboz
Mark Weinstein
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