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The Lambertville Virtual House Tour: a New Experience 

 

This year the Lambertville House Tour will be a virtual event because of COVID-19.  We wanted to keep the house tour tradition 

since 1979 alive and hopefully create a new and memorable experience of Lambertville architecture, design, and history. 

 

In a 90-minute webinar format, there will be nine video tours of historic homes and landmarks. From basement to attic, garden to 

pasture, you’ll see Lambertville’s earliest dwellings, beloved landmarks, and restored residences inside and out. Enjoy colonial 

kitchens, Victorian parlors, creative salvage, and antiques galore. 

 

We made use of superb local talent: the videos were produced by documentarian Gary P. Cohen, who also filmed the interiors, and 

they feature stunning aerial cinematography by Federico Ferreri. Music is by Carol Heffler, Dan Kassel, Pyrenesia, Stephen DiJoseph, 

and The Back Porch Jugband. Amy Raditz and Bob Richter are the narrators.  

 

Additionally, there will be four expert presentations with live Q&A. Bob Richter, the interior designer, author and TV personality, 

will discuss “Vintage Living in Lambertville” and show examples from local homes. Local architects Michael Burns, Lisa Easton and 

Gary O’Connor will present historic preservation projects at both residential and commercial properties, and examine architectural 

styles seen in Lambertville. 

 

This webinar will take place during one weekend only - October 24 and 25. Registration is $10. From anywhere with Internet, 

Lambertville lovers and old home fans can enjoy the webinar at one or more of the times below. 

 

 
Saturday, October 24 

 

11:00 am - 12:30 pm 

OR  

2:00 pm – 3:30 pm 

 

 

 

Learn more and register for the webinar on our website here. 

 

 

 

Sunday, October 25 

 

11:00 am - 12:30 pm 

OR  

2:00 pm – 3:30 pm 

http://www.lambertvillehistoricalsociety.org/
https://lambertvillehistoricalsociety.org/lambertville-virtual-house-tour-2020
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Introducing the JB Kline & Son  
Vintage Postcard Gallery 

- Michael Menche 
 
LHS launched a web gallery, located here, of old postcards 
from the collection of J.B. Kline, whose grandfather and 
father owned and operated a postcard store at 27 Bridge 
Street from the early 1900’s through the 1980’s. The 
postcards were digitized and enhanced by Ann Marie Sole–
they are only a small percentage of the collection. 
 

 
 
In a virtual opening September 16, J.B. Kline discussed the 
store and the dozens of postcards of Lambertville and 
surrounding towns. He also explained that while all the 
postcards are vintage, not all of them are “real.” In the early 
1900’s, companies often created postcards that used stock 
images and customized them for a location. So, the scene of 
winter fun in Lambertville depicted below didn’t really take 
place here! 
 

 

LHS Supports Lambertville in Difficult Times 
 

-  Suzanne Gitomer 
 
LHS has been collaborating with the City of Lambertville 
and the Delaware River Towns Chamber of Commerce to 
support our local businesses in coping with the impact of 
COVID-19. Our current “Then and Now” exhibit is just one 
example. LHS members also serve on the Lambertville 
Beautification Committee, which is currently sponsoring 
the “Lambertville Spooky Chairs” displays in town.  
 
The newly formed Lambertville Beautification Committee is 
working to identify ways of sprucing up town with 
landscaping initiatives, seasonal decorations, and helping 
Lambertville look inviting to visitors who visit town looking 
for outdoor places to visit. 
 
Any LHS members interested in joining the Lambertville 
Beautification Committee can sign up at 
https://www.loveourlambertville.com/volunteer  It’s a 
great way to support Lambertville and meet new friends! 
 

 
 
 
Among other tasks 
and other volunteers, 
council member 
Maddy Urbish paints 
stands for the LHS 
“Then and Now” 
display. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Virtual Walking Tours Continue 
 
Although considerations of safety have kept our First 
Sunday Walking Tours off the street, periodic virtual tours  
have allowed even more people to take part from the 
comfort of their own homes yet.  Thank you Lou Toboz for 
continuing to present these popular Zoom events.  Look for 
updates on virtual activities in your email, as well on the 
LHS  Facebook page and website. 
 

 
 

  

https://lambertvillehistoricalsociety.org/the-j-b-kline-son-vintage-postcard-gallery
https://www.loveourlambertville.com/volunteer
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On Top and Under First Presbyterian Church 
- Michael Menche 

 
On September 10, we conducted a virtual tour of First Presbyterian Church by Craig Reading, the church historian. It 
was based on a tour Craig gave me last fall throughout the building, in the basement, up the bell tower (below left), and 
on the roof (right). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Documents of 1816 note, “In the providence of God there met…at the home of John Lambert, Jr., in the little village of 
Lambertsville and Georgetown, a number of men to take into consideration the building of a church to be called the 
Union Presbyterian Church of Georgetown and Lambertsville.” The cornerstone was laid in 1817 and the building was 
completed in 1825, becoming Lambertville’s first church. 
 

Craig discussed church renovations through the years. An 1868 
expansion provided room for 40 additional pews. The auditorium was 
remodeled in 1884 at a cost of $8,700, decorated in the appealing 
“golden oak” style. From 1955-1957 the Activities Center was built on 
the cemetery. Today, of the headstones and monuments on the 
southern side, only the two Holcombe obelisks stand in their original 
places.  
 
 
 
 
Lastly, Craig described the efforts behind the commemorative granite 
stone and plaque close to North Union Street (left). For three years, 
he researched military records at the Library of Congress, the David 
Library of the American Revolution, and archives in Trenton, Newark, 
and Flemington. Thanks to Craig’s dedication, the participation of 
Lambertville residents in the American Revolution is substantiated 
and honored. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Join, renew membership, or donate to LHS at 
www.LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org/membership 

http://www.lambertvillehistoricalsociety.org/membership
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Lambertville Then and Now Outdoor Exhibit 
 

 
 
The Lambertville Historical Society, in conjunction with the 
Delaware River Towns Chamber of Commerce and the City of 
Lambertville, is presenting an all-outdoor, self-guided walking 
tour and exhibit called “Lambertville Then and Now.” 
 
Through November 8 walk through the city to view 20 poster-
sized historic images in windows and in front of buildings, 
located at or near the sites where the historic images were taken 
(samples on this page and next).   These historic exterior images 
dating from the mid-1800s to the early 1900s include factory 
buildings, mansions, a theatre, stores, halls, and more.  If you 
are unable to visit, we plan to have the exhibit on our website 
soon after it ends. 
 
Download your printable map or get more information at 
www.lambertvillehistoricalsociety.org/thenandnow. 

 

 
 
If you have a QR-Code reader app on your mobile device, you 
will be able to use it to read more about the history of each site. 
You can also type the web page address on the poster into your 
mobile web browser to do the same. 
 
 

While we thank River Signs, Niece Lumber and Finkle’s 
Hardware for additional support for the project, it probably 
wouldn’t have been possible without the major efforts of Mary 
and Rich Freedman (pictured below in an easy task); they 
deserve much appreciation.   
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Rich and Mary Freedman installing the marker on Lambert Lane for Site 
# 1 – the New Hope Lambertville Bridge.  Photo: Denise Noonan 

 

Welcome New Member 
 

Rose Garcia 

 

  

http://www.lambertvillehistoricalsociety.org/thenandnow
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And the Reviews are In … 
 
Through word-of-mouth, overheard conversations and 
emails, visitors and locals alike have voiced their 
appreciation of the Lambertville Then and Now outdoor 
exhibit.  By learning the history of buildings and sites that 
people frequently walk past, they are no longer taken for 
granted.  Now strollers have a better understanding of 
what they are looking at or what may have been there 
previously.   
 
A few people wrote to LHS.  Here are some of their 
comments:  

 
“My wife and I took the Lambertville Then and Now 
tour yesterday.  In our estimation your society 
deserves kudos for the design and implementation 
of this program.  We hope that it will be repeated 
and expanded in the future, as Lambertville has 
many other interesting historical sites and secrets 
that visitors would delight in seeing and learning 
about.  As history buffs, we thank you and offer our 
congratulations on a project well done!” 
 
“Thank you for the walking tour around town! … We 
liked the dispersal of the sites all over town, and 
thought the QR code link to the description of each 
building was a great idea. … the descriptions were 
clear, interesting, and intriguing. Although we all 
visit often, none of us are from Lambertville … and 
we learned a lot about the town's history in a 
thoroughly enjoyable way! Kudos to LHS.” 

 
Remember, the outdoor exhibit will continue through 
November 8 so stop by if you can.  If not, soon after that 
time we hope to have it on the LHS website. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Thank You for the Donations 

We thank our generous Centurions and all of our 
members for their continued support. We recognize 
those below for making a donation beyond their 
membership dues during the last quarter (we 
apologize if we missed anyone).  It is always 
sincerely appreciated. 

Sharon & John Bisaha 

Flo & Loren Hurwitz 

Marie Leithauser 

Porter Little & Susan Lambert Little 

Jim Murray 

Helen Pettit 

Maryann Ranson 

Susan Shapiro & Andy Reiter 

 

in memory of Petie Dorman 

Mary & Rich Freedman 

Jane Wesby & Ed Dumchus   
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Found in the LHS Archives:  Nine Glass Plate Negatives of Lambertville dated 1906 
 

By Mary Barry Freedman 
 
If you were working in a small museum, how excited do you think you would be if you discovered nine glass plate negatives in your 
archives of scenes in and around your town? Well, I was very excited in August of 2015 when that happened while I was working to 
inventory the Lambertville Historical Society collection and enter items into a searchable database called PastPerfect. 
 
Each glass plate negative is 8 ½” x 6 ½ “.  They were each in an envelope of the same approximate size.  All of the envelopes had 
this return address: “Post Office Department, Post Office Trenton, N.J. Official Business.”  Hand-written on each envelope was a brief 
description of the image and the date 
7/26/06. Did that mean the photos were 
commissioned by the Trenton Post Office or 
just that someone happened to have 
envelopes that size that fit the glass plate 
negatives?  We still don’t know the answer 
to that question. 

 
Where did these glass plate negatives 
come from?  Again, we don’t know. In the 
museum world, this is what is called “Found 
in Collection”. The PastPerfect database 
even has a selection in the “Received as” 
category called just that.  Usually it’s a gift, 
or a donation, or a purchase. But 
sometimes, it’s just “Found in Collection”.   
 
This is what was written on each respective 
envelope:  1) Nat'l Bank of Lambertville, 
NJ  1906 [seen at right] 2) Penna. Station, 
Lambertville NJ 1906 3) Delaware River, 
Lambertville, NJ. 1906 4) Union St., 
Lambertville NJ. 1906 5) High School, 
Lambertville NJ 1906 6) Soldiers 
Monument, Lambertville NJ 1906 7) 
Delaware Bridge, Lambertville, NJ 1906 8) 
Bird's Eye View Lambertville NJ 1906 9) 
Catholic Church, Lambertville, NJ 1906 
 

 
We do know that these glass plate negatives have been in 
the LHS collection since at least 1997. We know that 
because the first official inventory of the LHS collection was 
done in 1997 and they were identified in that inventory. 
Luckily, either then or at some slightly later date they were 
all carefully wrapped in acid free paper and placed in an 
archival box.  So, 18 years later, when I again discovered 
them in the collection, they appeared (at least to me) to be 
in stable condition. There were some notes with the 
negatives indicating that at some point in time there was 
some research done to determine where they might be 
taken to be printed but it doesn’t appear anything was ever 
done. 
 
 
 
 

 
(left) Lambertville High School, Washington Street 
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(left)  St. John the Evangelist Roman Catholic Church  (Note the 
Marshall House next door.) 
 
 
This year, LHS decided that it was about time we looked into having the glass 
plate negatives scanned before anything happened to these delicate artifacts.  
I contacted the Conservation Center for Art and Historic Artifacts (CCAHA) in 
Philadelphia, PA to find out if they could help with this.  We had come to the 
right place.  Assuming they were in stable condition, the price to have them 
cleaned and scanned was quite reasonable.  Luckily, they were indeed in 
stable condition. We are very lucky that an organization like CCAHA is right 
in our own backyard. We were able to drive these delicate artifacts to CCAHA 
without chancing having to ship them.  
 
The folks at CCAHA cleaned the glass plate negatives and then scanned 
them.  They created high resolution TIFF Files of the negatives.  They then 
inverted each file to create a positive image and saved each as a separate 
TIFF file. They adjusted the contrast as needed for the positive image files.  
They also provided low resolution JPEGS of the positive images.   
 
The low resolution images can be viewed by searching our database which 
is available from the LHS website: lambervillehistoricalsociety.org.  Just click 
on the “Archive Database Search” tab and follow the instructions for a 
“keyword search”.  Even at low resolution, the detail that can be seen in scans 
from glass plates is pretty incredible. I particularly like all the detail on North 
Union Street! (Below - note the Presbyterian Church spire on the left.) 
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LHS Calendar – will return when we are again able to have live events.  Check this 

issue, the LHS website or our Facebook page (linked URLs for both below) for virtual events 

and updates. 

 

 

 

LHS would still like to send The Nugget to members by email where they can 

read the full-color pdf version and have one less item to recycle.  More than 

a third of LHS members have signed up.  Why not join them?  If you are 

interested, please write to info@LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org. 

 

 

 

 
www.facebook.com/LambertvilleHistory 

 
 

 
 

Lambertville Historical Society 
P.O. Box 2 

60 Bridge Street 
Lambertville, NJ 08530 

609-397-0770 

www.LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org 

Our Mission 

The Lambertville Historical Society promotes the 
preservation and appreciation of Lambertville’s architecture 
and history through education and community involvement, 
as well as operates and maintains the James Wilson 
Marshall Museum. 

In normal times, the Marshall House is open from 1:00 to 
4:00 PM on weekends between Shad Fest (usually the last 
weekend in April) and the end of October.  Free admission.  
Unfortunately, it is currently closed. 

 

 

Officers 

 President  Michael Menche 

 Vice President  Deborah Galen 

 Treasurer  Laurie Weinstein 

 Secretary  Liz Riegel  
  

Trustees 

Jeff Campbell   Suzanne Gitomer  

Nancy Campbell Jeff McVey  

Fred Eisinger   Lou Toboz 

Mark Weinstein 

 

The Nugget is the quarterly newsletter of the 
Lambertville Historical Society © 2020. 

Editor:  Fred Eisinger 
Contributors: Mary Barry Freedman, Suzanne Gitomer, 

Michael Menche 
 
 

The Lambertville Historical Society received an operating 
support grant from the Hunterdon County Cultural & 
Heritage Commission, with funds from the New Jersey 
Historical Commission, a division of the Department of 
State. 

 

          

mailto:info@LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org
http://www.facebook.com/LambertvilleHistory
http://www.lambertvillehistoricalsociety.org/
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