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Autumn House Tour – Sunday, October 20 – see page 2 

Rediscovering Lambertville’s First Photographer – see page 5 

Summer Programs – Quilt lecture/display and Gaia’s Way Farm Tour  

see pages 6 and 7 

Halloween Walking Tour, Sunday, October 27, 2:00 PM 

Meet at the Marshall House, 60 Bridge Street, for this always fun tour. 

Lambertville History Resources panel, November 3, 1 to 3 PM. - joint LHS program 
with Lambertville Free Public Library, 6 Lilly St.   

From Saigon to Lambertville, November 9, 10, 16 and 17.   

In 2019 longtime Lambertville resident Sandy Hanna published “The Ignorance of Bliss: 

An American Kid in Saigon,” her remarkable memoir (available at Farley’s Bookshop in 

New Hope and on Amazon) about growing up in Vietnam from 1960 to 1962.  Sandy will 

exhibit select artifacts from Vietnam at the Marshall House November 9, 10, 16 and 17.  

She will discuss them on Saturdays, November 9 and 16 between 2 and 3 PM.  Because 

space is limited, RSVP to info@LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org as soon as possible but 

no later than three days before the talk you would like to attend.  You may also learn more 

about Sandy’s experiences in a conversation with her on the LHS blog at 

https://lambertvillehistoricalsociety.org/blog. 

2019 Holiday CD Release Concerts 

• Sunday, December 1, 2:00-4:30 PM, Elks Lodge, 66 Wilson St. 

• Wednesday, December 11, 8:00-10:15 PM, Havana, 105 S. Main St., New Hope 

• A third concert is in the works.  Check our website for updates – 

www.LambertvilleHistoricalsociety.org. 

At these concerts many of the area's best musicians will play original and traditional holiday songs, as well as 

others. Each showcases 8-10 artists in a variety of styles: rock 'n' roll, folk, choral, and more. Attend all or 

part of any of the concerts for wonderful song and spirit!  $5 suggested donation. 

Join, renew membership, or donate to the LHS at 

lambertvillehistoricalsociety.org/membership 

  

https://www.amazon.com/Ignorance-Bliss-American-Kid-Saigon/dp/1682617947/ref=cm_cr_arp_d_product_top?ie=UTF8
mailto:info@LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org
https://lambertvillehistoricalsociety.org/blog
http://www.lambertvillehistoricalsociety.org/
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37th Autumn House Tour Offers Something for Everyone 
 

Spanning 157 years, homes on the LHS 2019 Autumn 
House Tour include both those new to the tour as well as 
some old favorites.  Tickets for the self-guided tour on 
Sunday, October 20, are available now both online at 
www.LambertvilleHistoricalsociety.org and from local 
merchants: Blue Raccoon, City Market, Homestead 
Farm Market and Lambertville Trading Company in 
Lambertville, Stockton Fine Wines & Spirits in Stockton 
and Farley’s Bookshop in New Hope. 
 
Tickets may also be purchased at the Marshall House on 
Saturdays and Sundays between 1 and 4 PM.  The cost 
is $25 for advance sale tickets and $30 on the day of the 
tour.  LHS members pay $25 at all times.  Please email 
info@LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org or call 609-397-
0770 with any questions. 

 

 
circa 1868 Federal style 
Over the decades many families called the small residence 
home while many fads came and went.  It took an entire year 
of renovation to construct new walls and new ceilings, to 
unearth the original pumpkin pine floors, convert the old 
crumbling fireplace to gas and gut the entire kitchen.  The 
owners’ sophisticated taste in decor and local art is evident in 
all three floors and seven rooms. 

 
circa 1888 Vernacular 
The history of this brick building and its next door twin is largely 
varied. Beginning as a single family home, it was used as a 
manse for a local church and later joined with its neighbor to 
become part of a nursing home and was more recently 
restored and converted to apartments.  A rambling, airy unit is 
on the tour. 
 
 

 
circa 1860 Vernacular 
It isn’t known whether these petite 19th century vernacular 
homes were built to house workers during the industrial era in 
Lambertville but they are similar to many other “worker’s 
homes” that sheltered large families throughout the city in its 
Industrial heyday after the Civil War. 

http://www.lambertvillehistoricalsociety.org/
mailto:info@LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org
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circa 1873 Victorian with Italianate Influences 
The current owners admired this house for a while and when it 
became available for purchase, they jumped. Their renovation 
preserved the Victorian style but renewed the utilities and 
structure. 
 
 

 
2017 Vernacular with Victorian Touches 
While recently constructed, this home offers nods to 
Lambertville’s past.  The owner wanted the look of the new 
home to blend well with the city’s mix of architectural styles. 
The Victorian period of the late 1800s inspired the final plans 
for the exterior. The inside spaces were designed to be 
comfortable and welcoming and to offer all the conveniences of 
a modern built home while still featuring period trim, cabinetry 
and layout. 
 

Thank You for the Donations 

We thank our generous Centurions and all of our 
members for their continued support. We recognize 
those below for making a donation beyond their 
membership dues during the last quarter (we 
apologize if we missed anyone).  It is always 
sincerely appreciated. 

Janice Lambert Jarrett 

Helen Pettit 

 

 
1887 - Queen Anne Victorian  
The restoration of this 1887 Queen Anne Victorian has 
been thoroughly chronicled. Besides being a favorite in 
former appearances on the LHS annual House Tour, it 
has been featured in both magazines and on television. 
The current owners chose a combination of historical paint 
colors for the exterior that not only pleased them but was 
popular during the time the house was built. They 
designed and planted a Victorian garden and then 
transformed the interior. 
 
 

 
circa early 1980s, expanded circa 2008 
As an active firehouse, the bays at right hold the most 
advanced equipment for firefighting and continue the 
traditions of a largely volunteer force. The bay at left is a 
museum with local memorabilia and photo displays. 
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Lambertville Remembrances from a Former Marshall House Docent 
- Barbara Stires 

 
Ed.:  Barbara Stires was a member of the locally prominent Pidcock family and lived in our history-rich area for all of 
her life.  She served as a docent in the Marshall House for several years and loved sharing her knowledge of the town 
and her family’s relation to it.  More than ten years ago she wrote the informal notes below.  They are a very personal 
slice of life intended for an earlier version of the LHS newsletter and are very lightly edited.  Better late than never. 
 
Just a note I have my Grand Daddy's diaries he wrote in most days from 1938 to April 7, 1950.  He even wrote the day 
he passed away.  He passed away of a heart attack at his home on Brunswick Pike (Avenue) on the afternoon of Good 
Friday.  His diary tells that a few days before his death he had been having pains in his chest and was checked over 
by Dr. Hamilton. 
 
Just a few notes: 
When I told my Mom you were looking for a funny story about Lambertville she remembers my Grandparents telling 
this one.  Wallace Thornton who lived next door to them was an insurance salesman.  Every Saturday he and his wife 
would wash all the paper money he collected all week and hang it on the line to dry.  Each paper bill was hung with a 
clothespin on the line like socks.  It hung there until it was sundried and they came out took it down and put it in a box. 
The following local surnames encompass my family tree:  Pidcock, Moore, Milnor, Milner, Dudbridge, Curtis, Bair, 
Armitage, Hackney, Sarapata, Myers, Dietz, Werner and McClellan. 
 
How would you like to sled down Route 518, the Brunswick Pike from the entering Lambertville Sign at the Heritage 
Village property all the way to the bottom of the entrance to Lambertville?  This is what my Mom and her siblings and 
friends did in the late 1920's and early 1930's She had a dog named "Spotty" who pulled her sled all the way back up 
the hill. She would put the rope in his mouth and he would go!!!! As soon as she reached the top of the hill and took the 
sled from the dog, the dog would sit in front of her and go back down the hill.  Spotty was surely my Mom's dog.  My 
Grand Daddy would tie the dog with a rope at the house and the dog would chew through the rope until it got loose.  
My Mom would tie the dog with a string or ribbon and the dog would sit a wait for my Mom to let it loose.  How is that 
for masterful obedience? 
 
My Grand Daddy's first school bus was black; it had seats that instead of being placed horizontal were vertical and 
facing each other.  My Mom remembers that since he owned the bus the family also took it for sightseeing rides every 
Sunday after church and after dinner.  They would ride all over the countryside West Amwell, Lambertville, Hopewell, 
Harbourton. She especially remembers the rides through the Sourland Mountain areas. 
 
In 1938 both West Amwell Township, and the city of Lambertville raised the taxes so high that my Grand Daddy 
became very fed up with the situation and so he quit farming the property and moved up 518 to the Old Schaffer 
property which he bought and turned into a smaller farmette.  He had geese, chickens, goats and a nice garden but 
not as large.  He kept working for the post office until he put in 25 years.  He kept on as bus owner and found himself 
very active in the Mt. Range School keeping watch over stoking the furnace and playing a big part in the Community 
Club (sort of a forerunner to the PTA). They held card parties in those days, cake walks etc. to raise funds for the 
extras at the school. 
 
Bill Dudbridge married Violet Lambert of West Amwell.  Bill was a caretaker of Lawyer Hunt's property (today is 
Chimney Hill Farm) The carriage house out back was built especially for Uncle Bill and Aunt Violet where they lived 
until they bought a big old white house and fixed it up on 7 acres of land on 518.  Today their only child Gary owns and 
lives at the property.  Uncle Bill was head manager of the Lambertville Water Company for many years. 
 
Dora A Dudbridge married George S. Sharp of Titusville. They purchased the property that today David and Sharon 
Burd own at the city limits on 518. Dora was Office Manager for McCracken’s Hartford insurance company on North 
Union and George became the General Manager of Adams Corporation.  They never had any children.  They treated 
all of their Nieces and Nephews as their own.  They put in a swimming pool and taught us all how to swim.  They gave 
us all good gifts, encouraged us to collect something.  They took us to parades, trips to the seashore, and out to eat in 
restaurants.  They have added to many of my fond memories of growing up in Lambertville. 
 
(to be continued in a future issue?) 
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Rediscovering Lambertville’s First Photographer 
- Mike Menche 

 
Recently an LHS team visited the Mercer Museum Library in Doylestown to research its collection of albums and glass plate 
negatives by John A. Anderson, Lambertville’s best-known photographer for its first 100 years and more. We plan to exhibit 
select prints at Marshall House in 2020. Our team included professional photographers Stephen Harris and David Gardiner, 
who will help create interactive programs based on aspects of Anderson’s work. 
 
John A. Anderson (1829-1917) and Lambertville participated in Gilded Age industrialization and prosperity. Anderson 
belonged to the Engineering Corps that architected the Belvidere-Delaware Railroad and he later became superintendent of 
the Belvidere Division. In 1872 he built the house at 114 N. Union Street, a “magnificent stone structure…in Italianate 
Second Empire style,” according to James Mastrich, Yvonne Warren (a former LHS officer) and George Kline in their Images 
of America book, “Lambertville and New Hope,” which features many Anderson photographs. Anderson traveled throughout 
the Delaware Valley and vacationed with his family in Kennebunkport, Maine, Lake Placid, New York, and in Georgia, 
California and other locations.  
 

Anderson was a pillar of Lambertville who valued education, 
history and art. He founded the Stryker Library Association 
and led it from 1898-1917. He was superintendent of the First 
Presbyterian Sunday School. He founded the Pennsylvania 
Railroad Relief Department, an insurance plan for rail 
workers.  
 
Anderson’s passion for photography began in 1846 when he 
was, he wrote, “initiated in the ‘art and mystery’” of 
daguerreotype. Throughout his life, he cultivated the practice 
prolifically (the Mercer Museum Library’s collection alone 
contains more than 2,000 images, mainly from 1890-1917). 
Anderson was consistently respectful and admiring of his 
subjects, whether pastoral landscapes, flowers, family, 
laborers or young commoners. His superb photos of 
Lambertville and the surrounding area show its great 
changes at the turn of the century. 
 

“It is not unfair, I believe, to recognize J.A. as an artist… In the classical tradition, there is attention to form, a general 
effect of regularity, simplicity, balance, proportion and controlled emotion. Moreover, these photos have enduring 
interest…” 

 
So wrote Ken Stein as guest curator of an exhibition of paintings and photographs held by the Hunterdon Art Center in 
Clinton in the early 1980s—the last time Anderson’s photographs have been shown in a group. In mounting an exhibition in 
Lambertville next year, we hope to reinvigorate interest in the man and his art. 

 

          
Top photo from left: David Gardiner, Mike Fernandez, Karen Taylor-Ogren, Lou Toboz, Stephen Harris and Jeff McVey (cut off). 

Lower left: Stephen and Karen (Mike and David obscured).  Lower right: Lou, Jeff, David. Photos this page: Mike Menche 
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Quilt Exhibit and Dana Balsamo Lectures – July 6/7 and 13/14 
 
The two weekends of the LHS quilt exhibit attracted 154 visitors from near and far (more than 100 miles far).  While 44 
filled the capacity lectures given by noted quilt appraiser Dana Balsamo on both Saturdays, most came to observe and 
appreciate our fine collection of 19th century quilts.  While most have been refolded and reboxed, several are still on 
view in the Marshall House “bedroom.” 
 

 

 
Dana Balsamo discussing features or an LHS quilt.  
Note the gloves – the proper way to handle historic 

and fragile materials. 

 

 
Dana addresses some questions while much of the 
group gets a closer look at the quilts. 
 
 

Welcome New Members 
Penny Brach & Jack Marold 

Timothy Davidson & Michael Krasulski 

Ramona Hillier-O’Hara 

Derek Roseman 

Johanna Schoen & Family 

 

 
Groups on each of the Saturdays intently listen to 

Dana Balsamo’s talks.  (Above and below.) 

 

 

 
Photos: Mike Menche 

 

 

 

LHS still wants to send The Nugget to 

members by email where they can 

read the full-color pdf version and 

have one less item to recycle.  More 

than a third of LHS members have signed up.  Why not 

join them?  If you are interested, please write to 

info@LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org. 

  

mailto:info@LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org
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Gaia’s Way Farm Tour – September 14 
 
More than 50 LHS members and a few guests gathered 
at Gaia’s Way, the current name of the historic Richard 
Holcombe farmstead just north of town to witness the 
progress of a sustainable historic renovation. 
 
The owners, construction manager and materials 
specialist Lia Nielsen and architect Jason Kliwinski, took 
the group on a tour of both the exterior and interior of the 
1744 and 1811 home as well as barn and avian area.  
They explained their reuse and recycling of materials 
and the challenges of working within a historic 
easement.  They plan to raise horses, goats and 
chickens. 
 
Among the reasons for the name (all noted in the blog 
on their website - https://www.gaiaswayfarm.com/) 
Gaia, or Gaea, was the primal Mother Earth goddess of 
Greek mythology. 
 
 

 
LHS president Mike Menche introduces the program and  
the owners, construction manager and materials specialist Lia 
Nielsen and architect Jason Kliwinski who co-own the property 
with Lia’s mother.  Photo: Peter Jewell. 

 
 

 
Unless otherwise indicated, all photos this page, Mike Menche 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

https://www.gaiaswayfarm.com/
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LHS Calendar 
Sundays, October 6 and  
November 3 2:00 PM 

First Sunday Walking Tour of Historic Lambertville, starting from the 
Marshall House, 60 Bridge St.  Free but donations welcomed. 

Sunday, October 20 

11:00 AM to 5:00 PM 

37th Lambertville Autumn House Tour – tickets available from local 
merchants, the Marshall House and online.  See pages 2 and 3. 

Sunday, October 27 

2:00 PM 

Halloween Walking Tour beginning at the Marshall House.  Free for LHS 
members - $5 suggested donation for non-members. 

Sunday, November 3 

1:00 to 3:00: PM 

Lambertville History Resources panel joint LHS program with 
Lambertville Free Public Library, 6 Lilly St. 

Saturdays, November 9 and 16 

2:00 to 3:00 PM 

A presentation from Lambertville resident Sandy Hanna about her life in 
Vietnam in the early 1960s.  See box on page 1 for details and RSVP info. 

Saturdays and Sundays November 
9 &16 and 10 &17, 1:00 to 4:00 PM. 

Display of Sandy Hanna’s artifacts from Vietnam. See box on page 1 
for details. 

Sunday, December 1 

2:00 to 4:30 PM 

Holiday CD Release Concert 

Elks Lodge, 66 Wilson Street 

Wednesday, December 11 

8:00 to 10:15 PM 

Holiday CD Release Concert 

Havana, 105 South Main Street, New Hope, PA 

 

 
www.facebook.com/LambertvilleHistory 

 
 

 
 

Lambertville Historical Society 
P.O. Box 2 

60 Bridge Street 
Lambertville, NJ 08530 

609-397-0770 

www.LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org 

Our Mission 

The Lambertville Historical Society promotes the 
preservation and appreciation of Lambertville’s 
architecture and history through education and 
community involvement, as well as operates and 
maintains the James Wilson Marshall Museum. 

The Marshall House is open from 1:00 to 4:00 PM on 
weekends between Shad Fest (normally the last weekend 
in April) and the end of October.  Free admission. 

 

 

Officers 

 President Michael Menche 

 Vice President Irene Rudolph 

 Treasurer Laurie Weinstein 

 Secretary Liz Riegel  
  

Trustees 

Jeff Campbell   Suzanne Gitomer 

Nancy Campbell Jeff McVey 

Fred Eisinger   Karen Taylor-Ogren 

Deborah Galen  Lou Toboz 

Mark Weinstein 

The Nugget is the quarterly newsletter of the 

Lambertville Historical Society © 2019. 

Editor:  Fred Eisinger 
Contributors: Mike Menche, Barbara Stires 

 
The Lambertville Historical Society received an 
operating support grant from the Hunterdon County 
Cultural & Heritage Commission, with funds from the 
New Jersey Historical Commission, a division of the 
Department of State. 
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