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LHS Annual Meeting
Sunday, January 20, 1:00 PM
Pittore Justice Center, 25 S. Union Street

How to Research the History of Your Home
After a brief business meeting, Marfy Goodspeed will inform and assist attendees on the topic. She has been
researching the history of Hunterdon properties since 1982. A resident of the County since 1976, she has
served on the Delaware Township Planning Board, the Delaware & Raritan
Canal Commission, and as Delaware Township Historian for several years.
She has contributed articles to the "Hunterdon Historical Newsletter"
(published by the Hunterdon County Historical Society) and the Delaware
Township newsletter, "The Bridge." In 2009, she began her website
Goodspeed Histories (goodspeedhistories.com) featuring articles about the
early years of West New Jersey and of Hunterdon County.
So please join us on January 20 to begin your journey into your home’s past.
Marshall House open for visitors from 1:00 to 4:00 PM on
Saturday, January 26 and Sunday, January 27.
Walking tour on Saturday starting at 2:00 PM from
Lambertville Station, 11 Bridge Street.

PLEIN AIR PLUS ART AUCTION
Saturday, March 2, 6:30-8:30 PM
Rago Arts & Auction Center, 333 N. Main St. at Cherry St.
This year 25 participating artists will present both studio works and plein air pieces that draw
inspiration from the Delaware River Valley, which could include locations from Lambertville and
New Hope up to Frenchtown.
Don’t miss this always fantastic event and the opportunity to buy beautiful artworks.
Further details will be sent by email and will be available on the LHS website in the near future.

Terri Fraser

President’s Message on page 2

LHS Offers Scholarship to SHRHS Students
LHS is now accepting applications for a $500 scholarship for 2019, open to all South Hunterdon Regional H.S. students.
We have introduced a fun, interactive format: we invite students to ask what Lambertville residents thought or
experienced about an issue, event or person during the 1950's, 60's or 70's. LHS will get people who lived in
Lambertville during that time to answer, and students will present and comment on the findings. Details are
at https://lambertvillehistoricalsociety.org/scholarship.

President’s Message
As 2018 comes to a close, as well as my term as president, the Lambertville Historical Society can look back at a number
of accomplishments.
Perhaps our biggest success has been the partial restoration of the Old Jail. It was a request from LHS that convinced
the City to assign funds to replace the roof, repair the soffits and work on the windows. [see photo below] More
restoration is needed but preventing rain from further damaging the interior will allow LHS the time we need to
accomplish this. The work is nearly complete as I write. We thank Mike Menche for taking the request to Mayor
DelVecchio. Mike is now spearheading efforts to clear out years of debris and establish a viable use for the building.
In addition to our annual meeting with its radio play reenactment, there were programs held on Shad Fishing, the
Postal Service in Lambertville, a Halloween walking tour and
our Holiday CD concerts. A continuing program that you can
enjoy from your home is the LHS blog; it’s both informative
and
entertaining.
Check
it
out
at
https://lambertvillehistoricalsociety.org/blog. Again, thanks
go to Mike for starting and continuing the blog.
The Plein Air silent auction last March and the Autumn House
Tour were both financial successes thanks to the work of
chairs Laurie Weinstein, Mary Freedman and Suzanne
Gitomer and their dedicated committees and many
volunteers.
With that fund-raising, we were able to do substantial work
on the Marshall House this year. Floors in the halls, stairs and meeting room were refinished just before Shad Fest with
dramatic improvement. The decaying exterior fence has been mostly replaced with repairs made to posts which were
still usable. To make it possible to catalog and archive more of the collections, Board members pitched in to clear debris
out of the basement and attic and to organize storage.
In November, LHS wrote to the Mayor and City Council regarding the potential threat posed to Lambertville’s most
significant historic site by an ordinance affecting zoning of the Washington’s Headquarters property. Scores of
residents attended a City Council meeting on November 26 to express their concerns. While the issue is not resolved,
the Council voted to seek alternative sites at their meeting on December 3.
At our annual meeting on January 20, Mike Menche will become the next president of LHS. As I noted above, he has
been a valuable member of the executive board and the force behind some of our most innovative programs. I
appreciate the opportunity to have been LHS president in 2018 and look forward to the coming year and Mike’s spirited
leadership and to continue working with so many dedicated people.
The new year will bring new challenges. Please continue to support LHS so we can do our part to maintain the history
and architecture that make Lambertville so special.

Karen Taylor-Ogren
Welcome New Members

Thank You for the Donations

Cynthia Beneduce

We would like to thank our generous Centurions and all of
our members for their continued support. We recognize
those below for making a donation beyond their
membership dues during the last quarter (we apologize if
we missed anyone). It is always sincerely appreciated.

Edward Dalrymple
Gail & Mike Fuoti
Chuck Hansen & Sherry Campbell
Nancy Popkin

Barbara Fordyce and Robert Dahl
Regina & Ed Hoag
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LHS Receives Documents as Gifts from the
Closson Family
- Jeff McVey
Through the generosity of the Closson Family, the
Lambertville Historical Society has recently received
three historic documents for our archive. Ed Closson
is a direct descendent of John Holcombe who is
considered to be one of the first settlers in the area
through his circa 1707 purchase of large tracts of land
in what is now Lambertville and Delaware Township.
We were given an original copy of John Holcombe’s
Last Will and Testament dated 1743. The document is
on a single parchment sheet, with two wax tax stamps
with royal portrait. An attached letter is also signed by
witnesses Emanuel Coryell, founder of Coryell’s
Ferry, and Benjamin Canby, who operated an early
ferry system on the Delaware.

The second gift is an original copy of Emanuel
Coryell's Will and Testament from January 2, 1748.
Emanuel arrived in the area in 1732 and purchased
land at the Delaware River waterfront in both
Pennsylvania and New Jersey to establish his ferry
company. This Will and Testament provides for the
breakup of his properties to his children and wife at
his death.
The third gift from the Closson Family is an indenture
for trading property involving John Holcombe,
grandson of the founder, and John Coryell from May
10, 1815. The written text is on three pages on both
sides of the paper. The pages are tied together with
string and the document has two impressed pink
paper stamps, probably for registration in the courts.

We greatly appreciate these documents from the
Closson Family. We are currently working on
transcription of the handwritten texts, doing
interpretation of the 18th Century terminology and
measures, and doing archival photography.

NEXT ISSUE: Last fall the Closson family sponsored
a Seven Generation Estate Auction. We will have an
article on the items purchased at the auction for the
LHS collection.

Join, renew membership, or donate to the LHS at
http://LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org/membership
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Autumn Events
Postal History – September 30
LHS member Jim Walker spoke of almost 200 years of local
postal service to an interested audience at the Pittore Justice
Center. His PowerPoint presentation and displays in the lobby
enhanced this important but often overlooked facet of
Lambertville history.

Jim Walker shared his knowledge of postal delivery, stamps and an
interesting variety of related side topics.

Depending on the convergence of visitors, some homes had brief lines.
All were worth waiting for.

Halloween Walking Tour – October 28

Among the displays Jim provided were dozens of envelopes with
postmarks and return addresses of businesses that once graced
Lambertville’s streets in the recent past. . Above photos: Mike Menche

Planned for the previous day but rescheduled due to the
weather, the tour led by Bambi Kuhl and Lou Toboz attracted
about 30 walkers who were regaled by tales of some of
Lambertville’s oddities. Among the stops was the “Halloween
House” on North Union St. (below).

House Tour – October 21
After a grey morning the day blossomed into a sunny one in
which the 36th Lambertville House Tour hosted more than 800
ticket-holders in six homes each with a distinct personality.

The weather started out brisk and fortunately the ticket sales were
brisk as well. Buyers being served in front of the Marshall House.
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LHS 2018 Holiday CD and Concerts
For the seventh year, local musicians have
contributed their talents to produce a CD of
traditional and original holiday songs to benefit the
LHS and Marshall House Museum.
CDs
may
be
purchased
online
at
https://lambertvillehistoricalsociety.org/our-2018holiday-cd-fundraiser ($10 for members and $15 for
non-members) or from one of the following local
merchants: Blue Raccoon, Lambertville Trading
Company, Bucks Coffee, J.B. Kline Music, Tirpok
Dry Cleaner and City Market.
In addition to the current CD you may buy those
from previous years on the above website as well.

Santa P and the Elves at the Elks Lodge on December 2.

The Back Porch Jugband singing out at Holiday at Havana on
December 12.

Again this year, the musicians performed at three
CD concerts at the Elks Lodge, Havana in New
Hope and the Bird House Center for the Arts. We
thank the venue owners, the wonderful musicians
and Mike Menche for coordinating the CD
production and the events.
All concert photos on this page by Mike Menche.

The 4-SHES harmonize at The Bird House on December 19.
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LHS Calendar
Sunday, January 20
1:00 to 3:00 PM

Annual Meeting, Pittore Justice Center, 25 S. Union St.
How to Research the History of Your Home [see page 1]

Saturday, January 26 and
Sunday, January 27

Winter Fest, Marshall House open 1:00 to 4:00 PM both days.
Walking Tour on Saturday at 2:00 PM starting at Lambertville Station.

Saturday, March 2
6:30 to 8:30 PM

Plein Air Plus Art Auction, Rago Arts & Auction Center, 333 N. Main St.
at Cherry St. [see box on page 1]

Sunday, April 7 and first Sundays
through November, 2:00 PM

First Sunday Walking Tour of Historic Lambertville, starting from the
Marshall House, 60 Bridge St. Free but donations welcomed.

www.facebook.com/LambertvilleHistory
LHS still wants to send The Nugget to members by email where they can read the fullcolor pdf version and have one less item to recycle. More than a third of LHS
members have signed up. Why not join them? If you are interested, please write to
info@LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org.

President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary

Officers
Karen Taylor-Ogren
Liz Riegel
Laurie Weinstein
Matthew Jacobs
Trustees

Lambertville Historical Society
P.O. Box 2
60 Bridge Street
Lambertville, NJ 08530
609-397-0770
www.LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org

Wayne Brengel
Jeff McVey
Ron Cusano
Michael Menche
Fred Eisinger
Ursula Mento
Deborah Galen
Irene Rudolph
Suzanne Gitomer
Lou Toboz
Mark Weinstein
The Nugget is the quarterly newsletter of the
Lambertville Historical Society © 2018.
Editor: Fred Eisinger
Contributor: Jeff McVey

Our Mission
The Lambertville Historical Society promotes the
preservation and
appreciation of
Lambertville’s
architecture and history through education and
community involvement, as well as operates and
maintains the James Wilson Marshall Museum.

The Lambertville Historical Society received a re-grant
administered by the Hunterdon County Cultural & Heritage
Commission, with funds from the New Jersey Historical
Commission, a division of the Department of State.

The Marshall House is open from 1:00 to 4:00 PM on
weekends between Shad Fest (normally the last weekend
in April) and the end of October. Free admission.
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