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President’s Message
The Historical Society has a very easy, low-commitment way for you to become involved in your
community: volunteer to be a docent at the Autumn House Tour on Sunday, October 21 on one of two
shifts - 11 AM to 2 PM or 2 PM to 5 PM. For three hours of welcoming visitors to a lovely home, you’ll
receive a free ticket to take the tour. You’ll get a chance to meet like-minded people and know that you are
part of a wonderful community. There is also a casual “wrap party” following the tour where you’ll meet
more people and have the opportunity to chat with those you already know.
If you are new to Lambertville or haven’t been as involved as you’d like, there is no easier way to start than
acting as a docent. Signing up is as easy as sending an email or making a phone call. Please write to
housetour@LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org or call 609-397-0770 and leave the message that you’d like
to participate.
We hope to see you there and have a wonderful summer!

Karen Taylor-Ogren
Mark Your Calendar For These Historically Interesting September Events
Guided Walking Tour of Historic

Postal History of the Lambertville Area

Mount Hope Cemetery

Sunday, September 30, 2:00 PM

Sunday, September 9

Pittore Justice Center, 25 S. Union Street

John Holly, cemetery
president, will explain the
layout and logistics of
Mount Hope and point out
Strangers Ground (where
the poor were buried in
unmarked graves),
unusual features, and notable monuments.
Details about start time and location will be
sent to members by email.

Jim Walker, long-time stamp
collector, and member of
Coryell’s Ferry Stamp Club and
LHS will give a talk with
PowerPoint presentation on the
history of our mail service. This
will include copies of letters
from some well-known (and not
so well-known) local residents.
The subject is a major interest of Jim’s and he has
used his expertise to review and evaluate stamps
and such for the Rago Arts and Auction Center.

Welcome New Members

The Changing Scene – Lambertville Station

Ken & Pauline Carr

Autumn House Tour
Sunday, October 21

Opened in 1873, here’s how it looked about 20 years later, still a very active station.

If you would like to volunteer,
please write to
housetour@LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org.

If you would like to volunteer your
home for the tour, please leave a
message at 609-397-0770 or
info@LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org.

Thank You for the
Donations
We
thank
our
generous
Centurions and all of our members
for their continued support. We
recognize those below for making
a
donation
beyond
their
membership dues during the last
quarter (we apologize if we
missed anyone).
It is always
sincerely appreciated.

The abandoned station around 1980; passenger service ended in 1960. The
canopy seen above was destroyed by a truck/freight train collision fire in 1963.

Marfy Goodspeed & Dick Zimmer
Kabir Nath & Sharon Dietrich
Marie Leithauser
Porter & Susan Little
Pat & Tony Lockwood
Elizan & Areliz Morales
Colm Quinn
Karen & Ron Todd
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In 1983 the station was restored and renovated into the appropriately named
Lambertville Station restaurant. This view is from 1991. [Home News archive]
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Historical Society Receives Donation of
Local Mid-19th Century Quilt
When your editor returned a telephone message from
James Stryker Studdiford last December, he recognized
Lambertville history in those names and remembered in
streets on Cottage Hill. After numerous contacts and plans,
on April 7, 2018, Jeff McVey and Mary Freedman met
with Dr. James Stryker Studdiford III and his wife Sally of
Wyndmoor, Pennsylvania at the Marshall House.

Dr. Studdiford presented a quilt signed by a Jane E. Coryell
(photo above) Another square reads "Hon. Laver
Somerville August 26th, 1846." Jane E. Coryell is a cousin
on Dr. Studdiford's "Studdiford/Stryker/Skillman/Stout"
side of the family. Dr. Studdiford's great-great-great
grandfather was Peter Ogilvy Studdiford who became the
minister of The First Presbyterian Church in Lambertville
around 1819 and died in 1865. Dr. Studdiford believes that
this quilt has been in the family since Peter Ogilvy
Studdiford’s time.

Jeff examines a quilt square as Dr. Studdiford looks on.

To supplement the Studdifords' studies regarding Jane E.
Coryell, Mary did some research online and found a Jane B.
Coryell born in 1820 who was the great-greatgranddaughter of John Emanuel Coryell (from whom the
Lambertville Coryells are descended and where the name
Coryell's Ferry is derived). Jane B. Coryell married John
Gibson in 1842. She is of the right age to be the Jane E.
Coryell who signed the quilt dated 1846 but whether she is
the same as Jane Burrows (mother's maiden name) Coryell
Gibson still needs some research. "E." could be from a
middle name whereas the "B." appears to be from
"Burrows" her mother's maiden name (Sarah Burrows
Coryell). But, at this point, that's just speculation.
Following the discussions Jeff took the Studdifords on a
special Studdiford/Stryker/Coryell town tour to visit sites
relevant to their family history.
THANKS go to the Studdifords for their thoughtful and
generous donation (the quilt is certainly a welcome
addition to the LHS collection); to Mary for her research
and compilation of information for this article; and to Jeff
for his keen eye and valuable assessment.

The Studdifords (center) pose with their donated quilt and Mary
Freedman (right) and Jeff McVey (left) Photos: Rich Freedman
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Membership Social and Walking Tour – Sunday, June 10
Historical Society members enjoyed our eighth membership social on June 10, weather notwithstanding. Although we
informed prospective walkers that the tour was on “rain or shine” some were scared off by the rain, but ten brought
their umbrellas and enjoyed their time along the damp streets of Lambertville. At the social, a convivial group partook
of a variety hot and cold delicacies accompanied by glasses of wine or ice water.
Thanks to our gracious hosts, Laurie and Mark Weinstein for providing their beautiful home and preparing the
wonderful refreshments and to Kate Breuning for braving the elements for our interested tour goers.

Hardy walking tour participants are led into Laurie and Mark’s gracious home.

(Above and below)
Members, new and
longer time, enjoy conversation.

President Karen Taylor-Ogren conducts a vote on bylaw changes during a
very brief business meeting.

Photos: Rich Freedman

Join, renew membership, or donate to the LHS at
http://LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org/membership
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Have You Ever Wondered About That House at Coryell and George?
- Karen Taylor-Ogren
The Galen’s beautiful home, located at 44 Coryell Street, is one of Lambertville’s oldest structures. Probably built about
1797, it is often known as the Cornelius Lake house but the first section was actually built by Thomas and Rebekah Gordon.
They were land investors and did not live on the property.
Originally the property extended to what is now
Mary Sheridan Park and included a workshop
where the 52 and 54 George Street properties are
now located. This back section was sold and the
house was enlarged to a “mansion” beginning
around 1870 by Cornelius Lake and his wife, the
former Elizabeth Curry. Cornelius was supervisor
of the Mountain Spring Paper Mill and president of
the Lambertville Gas Light Company.
The first addition was the three stories at the front
of the house executed in the Eastlake style. This was
followed by a single story addition at the back,
possibly about 1884. A second story was added to
the back and the bay windows on George Street
were installed still later. It is believed that the
architect was Captain James Byrd (or Bird) who also
designed the Hibernia Firehouse and Stockton
School.
Cornelius and Elizabeth had only one surviving child, Augusta “Gussie” Lake Lawrence (photo below left). Gussie had one
daughter, Elizabeth Lawrence Cooper who had one child, Augusta Janning who taught at South Hunterdon High School.
Neither of the Janning daughters was named Elizabeth or Augusta!
The present owner found a stash of photographs on
eBay which included many of the family. Names were
written on the back of some and Deborah is now so
familiar with their faces that she has scored a few more
which were unidentified. Most were taken by Frank
Fritz who had a studio next door at 46 Coryell Street.

After the death of the
last family member,
the house fell into
disrepair. It was a
rental and local artist
Suzanne
Douglass
repeatedly brought the residents cookies so she would be aware when the owners
decided to sell the building. Her clever ploy worked. She purchased the property in
1976. It had no hot water or electricity. Suzanne salvaged as many of the original
features as possible and restored the building, doing much of the work herself. Six years
later she opened Lambertville’s first bed and breakfast inn and the house remained a B
and B for about twenty years after which it again became a single-family home. In 2008,
the Galens purchased it after an extensive search for a period Victorian and spent more
than four years restoring the home including extensive structural work and a beautiful
color scheme which accents the gingerbread detail.
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LHS Calendar
Sundays July 1, August 5,
September 2, October 7 and
November 4
Sunday, September 9

First Sunday Walking Tour of Historic Lambertville, starting at 2:00 PM
from the Marshall House, 60 Bridge Street. Free but donations welcomed.

Sunday, September 30, 2:00 PM

Postal History of the Lambertville Area, Pittore Justice Center, 25 S. Union
St., free and open to all.

Sunday, October 21,
11:00 AM to 5:00 PM

Lambertville Autumn House Tour Tickets available after Labor Day.

Saturday, October 27, 1:00 PM

Halloween Walking Tour Details in the next issue of The Nugget and by
email.

Guided walking tour of historic Mount Hope Cemetery, free and limited to
LHS members. Time and other details will be sent by email.

www.facebook.com/LambertvilleHistory
LHS still wants to send The Nugget to members by email where they can read the fullcolor pdf version and have one less item to recycle. More than a third of LHS members
have signed up.
Why not join them?
If you are interested, please write to
info@LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org.
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Our Mission

Editor: Fred Eisinger
Contributor: Karen Taylor-Ogren

The Lambertville Historical Society promotes the
preservation
and
appreciation
of
Lambertville’s
architecture and history through education and
community involvement, as well as operates and
maintains the James Wilson Marshall Museum.

The Lambertville Historical Society received a re-grant
administered by the Hunterdon County Cultural & Heritage
Commission, with funds from the New Jersey Historical
Commission, a division of the Department of State.

The Marshall House is open from 1:00 to 4:00 PM on
weekends between Shad Fest (normally the last weekend
in April) and the end of October. Free admission.
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