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LHS Annual Meeting
Sunday, January 21, 2:00 PM
Pittore Justice Center, 25 S. Union Street
After a brief business meeting, we will present the prestigious Alice Narducci Preservation Award to
recognize property preservation, restoration or a combination. The LHS established the award in 1996: for a
full list of previous awardees go to http://lambertvillehistoricalsociety.org/narducci-award-presentation2017/.
Then we will move on to the main portion of the meeting. Recently uncovered in the LHS archives was a “This
is New Jersey” radio broadcast schedule and the full script for the “Story of Lambertville” including the
necessary sound effects and music. This program was actually aired during the week of May 21,
1950. The broadcast depicted Lambertville from the early days when it was Coryell’s Ferry with
vignettes in the 18th, 19th and up to the mid-20th century. Over 200 years of Lambertville history
in 15 minutes!
This program will not be a re-broadcast but a re-enactment by LHS members. They include Gary Cohen (also directing), Wayne Brengel, Barney Stone, Liz Riegel, Amy Raditz, Rich
Freedman (sound effects), and Mary Freedman (producer). There will be a special guest
appearance by a certain mayor reading the part of then mayor William Naylor.
If you recall old time radio and even if you don’t, this is a program not to be missed, so mark your calendar for
January 21st!

Plein Air Plus Art Auction
Saturday, March 10, 6:30-8:30 PM
Rago Arts & Auction Center, 333 N. Main St. at Cherry St.
Fine works of art created by local artists will be available at the sixth silent auction to benefit the Lambertville
Historical Society and James Marshall House Museum. Each item was inspired by the Lambertville area and many
were created en plein air during the 2017 House Tour. Twenty-nine participating artists (names appear below) have
provided the artwork this year.
Enjoy delicious tastings provided by several local restaurants accompanied by beverages and music. This event is
open to the public but a suggested $15 donation will be requested at the door.
Bob Barish
Al Barker
Heather Barros
Cathy Begg
Aida Birritteri
Anna Bis
Michael Budden
Jean Childs Buzgo
Sean Carney
Jeffrey Charlesworth

Jeffrey Fitzgerald
John Gummere
Richard Hoffman
Dar James
Bill Jersey
Megan Lawlor
Kay King
Ryan Lilienthal
David Meadow

Debbie Pisacreta
Pat Proniewski
Roy Reinard
Stacy Rogers
Cindy Ruenes
Maxine Shore
David Sommers
Jas Szygiel
Susan Twardus Faith
Annelies van Dommelen

Megan Lawlor

Lambertville’s Changing Scene
Parades commemorating holidays, historic anniversaries and a variety of other events were a mainstay of civic life in towns
large and small and Lambertville was no exception. These days we have the Memorial Day parade, the start of the New
Hope Celebrates pride parade in May and the children’s Halloween and pet parades in October.
A benefit of having photographs documenting these displays is the cityscape that appears in the background. The image
below on North Union Street is from a 1946 parade (a contemporary street view appears below that). While the buildings
all still stand, the substantial porches on the left (55-57) and center (59) have been removed and replaced with smaller
canopies. Even more dramatic, the entire third floor of the building at the York Street corner was taken off when the
structure saw a major reconfiguration into twin apartments around 1969. A peaked roof replaced the elaborate cornice.
There are also some more subtle
changes. A mix of commercial
properties in residential structures
were fairly common although
today we see it mostly in the
downtown area.
Below are
enlargements of such examples on
this stretch of North Union. Fulper
Pottery at 57, Morton Klein - Tailor
at 59 and Harry Parker’s Grocery
at 69. The last two were still listed
in the 1958 telephone directory
and probably lasted into the 1960s.

Fulper Pottery, 57 N. Union

M. Klein Tailor, 59 N. Union

Parker’s Grocery, 69 N. Union
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President's Message

Happy New Year and a Fond Farewell!
From all of us at LHS we wish you a wonderful 2018 and thank you - as always - for your continued membership
and support. It was a busy year for the Historical Society: We continued to work on Marshall House Museum,
upgrading and repairing odds and ends, including looking at ways to improve our ADA accessibility. We cannot
make major ADA renovations to Marshall House Museum because the structure was built in 1816, but we are
investigating innovative ways of making the collection more accessible through the Internet and throughout our
first floor area. We now offer sign language for all our monthly walking tours, with advanced notice. A sizeable
project you will see happening soon will be the replacement of our museum fence, which is in need of repair and
painting. We will be addressing our walkways around the building, as well, as we take on this project.
As part of our LHS board goals, we offered several additional public programs this year - one on the history of
baseball in Lambertville; the other on the history of immigration, featuring experts on these topics. We also
presented our annual Narducci Award at a separate event rather than at the House Tour wrap party. This year
we will do so at our annual meeting on January 21. And mark your calendar now to attend our annual winter
fundraiser - Plein Air Plus - our silent art auction at Rago Arts and Auction on Saturday, March 10. Be looking for
additional LHS programs throughout 2018!
Finally, and sadly, it is time for me to step down as president and hand the leadership“baton” to Karen TaylorOgren, who has been actively involved in LHS for many, many years and re-joined our board five years ago. I
will continue to serve on the LHS board and will be actively involved in LHS events and activities. It has been a
privilege leading LHS since 2011 and serving on the board since 2007. Being president has given me an
opportunity to meet people in town and to celebrate our wonderful city, which my husband and I love so much.
Thank you again, and we wish you all the best for a happy and healthy 2018!

Suzanne Gitomer

Welcome New Members
Michael & Lauren Bird
Christopher Daniel
& Jim Schnobrich
Jonathan Davis
Deana Marie Ferreri & Peter Page

Barbara Fordyce & Robert Dahl
Michael Holloway
Kari Osmond & Julia Fahl
Dennis & Maria Schoeb

Linda Sestescak
Natalie Star
Linda & William Willever
Lynda & Harry Young
Anonymous

Thank You for the Donations
We would like to thank our generous Centurions and all of our members for their continued support. We
recognize those below for making a donation beyond their membership dues during the last quarter (we
apologize if we missed anyone). It is always sincerely appreciated
Karen & Werner Hartl

Barbie Asplundh
Tracey & John Costanzo

Anonymous
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6th Holiday CD and Concerts
For the sixth year the LHS proudly sponsored a Holiday CD
featuring local musicians and introduced it to the
community at not one, not two but three concerts. Havana
in New Hope joined the previous venues of the Elk’s Club
and The Bird House Center for the Arts, both in
Lambertville. Photos from each of the concerts appear
below.
“Seasons Greetings From Lambertville 2017” includes 19
songs includes both traditional and original. Buy the
current CD (or CDs from previous years) at
http://lambertvillehistoricalsociety.org/our-2017-holidaycd-fundraiser/ with a credit card or PayPal account and we
will mail you a copy promptly. If you are a friend of one of
the artists, enter the name in the Artist’s Name field so they
can get credit. Or stop by one of these Lambertville shops
to purchase one - Blue Raccoon, Lambertville Trading
Company, Bucks Coffee, J.B. Kline Music, Tirpok Del-Vue
Cleaners, and City Market.

The Elk’s Club on November 19.

The cost is $10 for Lambertville Historical Society members
and $15 for non-members. All the songs may be previewed
on the website as well. Proceeds benefit the LHS and the
Marshall House Museum.
Thank you to the musicians, the venue owners, and to Mary
Freedman and Mike Menche for coordinating these tuneful
and enjoyable events.

Performing at Havana’s on November 29..

This year’s CD cover is the most attractive yet.
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December 13 at the Birdhouse Center for the Arts.
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Have You Ever Wondered About That Pink Building On York Street?
-

Karen Taylor-Ogren

Lambertville residents who use the City’s Mary Sheridan park have probably noticed the sign outside the pink building
on York Street indicating that it is the home of the Kalmia Club. Few may know that the building was a gift to New
Jersey’s oldest continuously operating women’s club.
The frame building was constructed about 1867 by “Joseph
Smith and others” for the “purposes of a private school” later
known as the Lambertville Seminary. Sometime after 1882, it
became a Friends Meeting house. At that time a large
addition was made to the York Street façade to create
separate entrances for men and women. The taller, threestory tower entrance on the west side was for men and the
smaller, two-story tower entrance was for women. By 1910,
membership in the Friends Meeting had declined and the
Society of Friends gave the building to the Kalmia Club which
had been meeting there since a year after its founding as a
th
reading circle in 1892. Sometime in the early 20 century,
the ladies added a kitchen addition. The building hasn’t been
altered since.
One interesting quirk is that, although the Kalmia Club owns
the building, the City of Lambertville owns the land on which
it stands.
The Kalmia Club adopted its name (from the botanical name
for Mountain Laurel) and developed into a society for mutual
improvement at the same time they began meeting in the
building. Membership was limited to 45 women who had to
be approved by two-thirds of the other members. In the early
years they were mostly white, educated and middle to upperclass. Records from the late 1800s indicate a theme was chosen for each meeting and three papers prepared by
members were presented. Topics included Local History, Folklore and, a bit later, Out-of-Door Sports for Women and
Thought Transference.
In addition to the many well-known Lambertville names which crop up in the records, noted Pennsylvania impressionist
Fern Coppedge, was a member prior to her death in 1951. The artist donated one of her paintings to the Club which,
unfortunately, must now be kept in an off-site vault.
Through the years, the building served the Kalmia Club and the Club evolved into an organization that served the
community. However, in the late 1970s membership in the organization was ageing and dwindling. New members
were hard to find and one potential recruit made a quick exit after receiving a twenty minute lecture on the correct
pronunciation of “Kalmia” from an elderly member. (Yes, that was me.) Alcohol was strictly prohibited on the premises,
limiting use of the building by other local organizations.
The Club’s demise seemed unavoidable but Lambertville’s renaissance rescued Kalmia and, ultimately, the building
they meet in. Young women then restoring homes in the City discovered the group and joined. In the early 1980s,
newly elected president Barbara Hencheck realized the building desperately needed restoration and the Club had no
funds. The solution was a Head Start program which agreed to rent the building for use as a day-care site, providing
funds for critical repairs. A new generation took over, making the Club a thriving charitable and social organization
capable of maintaining the old building.

Join, renew membership, or donate to the LHS at
http://LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org/membership
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LHS Calendar
Sunday, January 21
2:00 to 4:00 PM

Annual Meeting, presentation of the Narducci Award and “The Lambertville
Story” 1950 radio program performance, Pittore Center, 25 S. Union St. See
page 1 for details

Saturday, January 27 and
Sunday, January 28, 1:00 to 4:00 PM

Marshall House open during Winter Festival. Walking tour, Saturday at 2:00
PM beginning at Lambertville Station, 11 Bridge St.

Saturday, March 10
6:30 to 8:30 PM

Plein Air Plus Art Auction, Rago Arts & Auction Center, 333 N. Main St. at
Cherry. See box on page 1.

Sunday, April 1
2:00 PM

First Sunday Walking Tour of Historic Lambertville, starting from the
Marshall House, 60 Bridge Street. Free but donations welcomed.

www.facebook.com/LambertvilleHistory
LHS still wants to send The Nugget to members by email where they can read the fullcolor pdf version and have one less item to recycle. More than a third of LHS members
have signed up.
Why not join them?
If you are interested, please write to
info@LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org.

President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary

Lambertville Historical Society
P.O. Box 2
60 Bridge Street
Lambertville, NJ 08530
609-397-0770
www.LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org
Our Mission
The Lambertville Historical Society promotes the
preservation and appreciation of Lambertville’s architecture
and history through education and community involvement,
as well as operates and maintains the James Wilson
Marshall Museum.
The Marshall House is open from 1:00 to 4:00 PM on
weekends between Shad Fest (normally the last weekend
in April) and the end of October. Free admission.

6

Wayne Brengel
Fred Eisinger
Deborah Galen
Matthew Jacobs
Jeff McVey

Officers
Suzanne Gitomer
Karen Taylor-Ogren
Laurie Weinstein
vacant

Trustees
Michael Menche
Ursula Mento
Liz Riegel
Irene Rudolph
Lou Toboz
Mark Weinstein

The Nugget is the quarterly newsletter of the
Lambertville Historical Society © 2017.
Editor: Fred Eisinger
Contributor: Karen Taylor-Ogren
The Lambertville Historical Society received a General
Operating Support grant from the New Jersey Historical
Commission, a division of the Department of State.

The Nugget – Winter 2018

