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President’s	Message	
	
Welcome	to	the	lazy	days	of	summer!		It’s	definitely	a	time	for	LHS	members	and	friends	to	travel,	enjoy	the	outdoors,	and	relax	a	bit.		
Summer	is	also	a	good	time	to	“clean	out.”	Often	people	ask	one	of	the	board	members	if	they	can	donate	items	from	their	family’s	past	
or	other	historical	items	to	LHS.		The	answer	is	“maybe.”	
	
Through	the	years,	 the	LHS	board	has	set	guidelines	 for	what	 it	can	and	cannot	accept	 into	 its	archives	and	we	have	used	a	simple	
philosophy:		“If	it	pertains	to	Lambertville	and	the	history	of	Lambertville	and	is	in	good	condition,	LHS	wants	it.”	
	
Please	understand	that	while	we	want	to	be	a	repository	for	all	things	historically	Lambertville,	we	have	very	limited	space	and	we	
must	evaluate	the	quality	and	pertinence	of	each	item	we	accept	into	our	archives.		If	you	want	to	donate	something	to	LHS	here	are	a	
few	guidelines	to	follow:	
	

1. 	 •	Contact	us	explaining	what	you	want	to	donate.	Email	info@lambertvillehistoricalsociety.org	or	call	609-397-0770	
2. 	 •	Try	to	establish	or	obtain	an	appraisal	and	provenance	for	each	item.	
3. 	 •	Complete	the	forms	we	provide.	
4. 	 •	Give	the	board	time	to	evaluate	the	item(s)	and	get	back	to	you.	

	
It	 takes	 time	but	 helps	 us	 keep	 our	 collection	 relevant.	 	 If	we	 cannot	 accept	 your	 item	 into	 our	 collection/archives,	 the	 board	 can	
recommend	other	organizations	that	may	want	your	items.	We	want	to	work	with	you	to	find	a	permanent	home	for	your	historical	
items.	
	
So,	if	summertime	is	clean	out	time	for	you,	give	us	a	shout	and	we’ll	see	how	we	can	help!		Enjoy	the	summer!	

Suzanne	Gitomer	

The Early Days of Base Ball in Lambertville 
Sunday, September 10, 1:00 PM 

Pittore Justice Center, 25 S. Union St. 
Scott “Snuffy” Hengst, a professional researcher, amateur genealogist, and 19th century 
base ball enthusiast will speak about the origins and early matches of base ball in 
Lambertville and vicinity.  Hengst lives in Lambertville and spent nearly seven years 
working at Major League Baseball.  He’s been an active ballist for the Flemington 
Neshanock Base Ball Club since 2010. You can follow his occasional postings on the 
Lambertville Logan Base Ball Club at facebook.com/LambertvilleLoganBBC. 
 

	
35th Lambertville Autumn House Tour 

Sunday, October 15 
11:00 AM to 5:00 PM 

 
If you would like to volunteer, and haven’t done so before or 

recently, please contact housetour@LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org. 
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Welcome New Members 

Harold Bush 
Meghan Hyde 

Jeff & Ashley Laux 
Areliz & Elizan Morales 

William Murray 
William Neeley 
Richard West 

(and welcome back to) 
Mary Barrows & Robert Groff 

LHS	Springtime	Activities	
Shad Fest, 
Saturday, 

April 29.  After 
setting up the 

LHS booth and 
before visitors 

appeared – 
from left 

President 
Suzanne 

Gitomer, Liz 
Riegel and 

Susan Shapiro.	
 
 
 

 
Membership Social, June 4.  If a picture is worth a thousand words 
then the collage above says more says more than your editor can write.  
Photo – John Costanzo 
 
Although there were no photographs taken, the April 23 Land of Refuge, 
Land of Opportunity talk about Latin American immigration by Dr. Carl 
Lindskoog also included a broad historic perspective about refugees to 
the U.S. from around the world and generated much discussion. 
 

 
Please Check Your Spam Folder 

 

LHS sends eblasts to its members to inform and 
remind them of events almost all of which you 
have seen in this newsletter.  According to 
MailChimp records, many of these emails are 
not opened and we are concerned that they be 
going straight to the spam folder.  Please check 
to make sure so you are fully informed.  If you 
have a new email address or are not sure if we 
have one for you at all, please write to LHS at 
info@LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org.  Thank 
you. 

Thank You for the Donations 
We would like to thank our generous Centurions 
and all of our members for their continued 
support. We recognize those below for making a 
donation beyond their membership dues during 
the last quarter (we apologize if we missed 
anyone).  It is always sincerely appreciated. 
 

Barbara & Bill Austin 
Harold Bush 

Marfy Goodspeed & Dick Zimmer 
Marie Leithauser 

Colm Quinn & Agnes Rymer 
Richard West 

	
	
LHS	House	Tour	Book	Wins	Award	
	
The	League	of	Historical	 Societies	of	New	 Jersey	annually	
grants	 Kevin	 M.	 Hale	 Publication	 Awards	 to	 member	
societies	 that	 submit	 the	 best	 entries	 in	 one	 of	 three	
categories:	 Newsletters,	 Booklets	 and	 Tour	
Pamphlets.		LHS	submitted	our	2016	house	tour	guide	and	
it	 received	 the	 award	 this	 year	 for	 best	 booklet	 at	 the	
League's	spring	meeting	in	Union	County	on	June	10.		Scott		

	
	
	
	
MacNeill	of	MacNeill+Macintosh,	who	the	
LHS	hired	to	design	and	lay	out	the	guide,	
accepted	 the	 award	 on	 our	 behalf.		 The	
2016	 tour	 book	 editors	 were,	 LHS	
President	 Suzanne	 Gitomer,	 Mary	
Freedman	and	Fred	Eisinger. 	
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The House on the License Plate 
 by Karen Taylor-Ogren 

 
The Breuning home at 120 North Union Street may be the 
most famous house in New Jersey. Unknown to the 
owners, an image of their home was chosen to grace the 
state’s “Discover New Jersey History” license plate.  Many 
images had been considered, including the light bulb, but a 
painting by noted New Jersey artist, Harry Devlin, was the 
final choice. 
 

 
 
The house was built in 1874 for William H. Gandy and the 
porch was added in 1877. It is unusual for Lambertville in 
that the home is not connected to the house next door. The 
architectural style is “Lambertville Vernacular” which 
indicates a mash-up of styles including a Second Empire 
mansard roof, Queen Anne porch and Eastlake accents. 
Eastlake pieces were machine made and were probably 
ordered from a catalog.  In the case of the Breuning porch, 
these elements are unusually heavy and have a furniture-
like appearance. 

The history of the house is unknown from the 1870’s until 
1980 when it appeared in a real-estate circular listed at 
$22,000.  An employee of IBM purchased the house and 
made extensive changes to the interior.  On one occasion, 
she mentioned that she’d planned to remove the front porch 
because her preference was for a clean look but decided 
against it because “a member of the Historical Society 
thanked her for leaving it intact.”  When IBM transferred her 
back to California in 1985, the Breunings bought the house 
and began transforming the 16 rooms from three units back 
to a one family home. 
 

 
 
A bit about William H. Gandy:  Little is known about Gandy 
except that he was involved with paper mills in Lambertville. 
He and his widowed aunt ran the Mountain Spring Mill after 
James C. Weeden’s death. On July 4, 1876, the aptly 
named Centennial Paper Mill began operations under the 
management of William H. Gandy & Co. It was located 
south of town, possibly a bit south of the rubber company, 
but the building was destroyed by fire in 1883.  It employed 
between 12 and 30 operatives and made 7000 pounds of 
manilla paper each day. 

	
	
	

Join, renew membership, or donate to the LHS at 
http://LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org/membership/. 
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Why Alice Narducci and Other Young 
Girls in Lambertville Were Named Alice 

 
 by John P. and Barbara J. Hencheck 

Copyright © John P. and Barbara J. Hencheck.  
All rights reserved. 

 
Material in this excerpt, provided solely as documentation of 
the event of Alice Narducci being named Alice and its 
connection to the Russian Influenza Epidemic of 1889-1890, 
may not be used, transmitted, uploaded or reproduced, in 
whole or in part in any form or by any means, digital, electronic 
or mechanical, including photocopying, video, audio or other 
recording, outline, or by any information, storage and retrieval 
system without written permission, except in the case of brief 
quotations embodied in critical articles and reviews.  For 
permissions or information, contact the authors.  Works not 
otherwise credited are courtesy of the authors. 

 
[An excerpt from this paper was presented at the 
Lambertville Historical Society Alice Narducci 
Preservation Award Program on Sunday, March 26, 
2017.] 
 
We were married in Lambertville in St. John’s on 
Sunday, June 20, 1971.  Off on our honeymoon 
and back in Lambertville to our new life in our 
apartment above Sneddon’s. We jumped right into 
Lambertville life including becoming members of 
the Lambertville Historical Society serving as 
hoagie makers, John as the new guy on onions, to 
raise money for the Baby Parade which was coming 
up on the 4th of July.  I was a judge that year with 
Alice at the helm and Jim Hamilton and Dom 
Zambello as fellow assistants in keeping the 
entrants focused, in line and ready to march.  Ha, 
Dom thought that since he was the Postmaster all 
he had to do was bellow and the children would 
snap to.  Jim was far wiser and gently cajoled; 
being a father of six taught him much about child 
rearing.  I was soon to be a teacher and I had my 
little duckies in a line and good order with lots of 
giggles and smiles.   
 
That Baby Parade hooked me on the historical 
society as was John despite the tears and runny 
nose from all those onions.  I will always remember 
the Monday following the Baby Parade when Alice 
had her envelopes set up on a table outside Verner 
Greene’s next to the Lambertville House. The 
envelopes were grouped under categories and then 
arranged alphabetically within.  Every entrant got 
an envelope, even the runners up.  The lines were 
long and the smiles on the children’s faces when 
they ripped open the envelopes and saw those 
dollar bills shall not be forgotten! 
 
Fast forward to March of 1973 and our purchase of 
41 and 43 Quarry Street in Lambertville.  Alice was 
immediately excited and related how she got her 

name of Alice.  She was born in 1891, a scant year 
after the 1889-1890 worldwide influenza epidemic 
commonly referred to as the Russian flu.  It seems 
here in Lambertville there was an aged African-
American woman named Alice McIntyre who was 
lovingly called the “Black Witch of Lambertville”.  
Alice McIntyre was credited with saving many, 
many lives during that plague.  In honor of her 
ministrations, families named their daughters Alice 
as was our Alice Gorman Narducci.  It seems that 
our beloved, elderly savior lived in a wee house on 
stilts on the side of the hill across from 41 Quarry.   
 
John and I searched the hills for any evidence of 
the house and came away with the over mantel of a 
fireplace!  We were so excited to find confirmatory 
evidence of a house’s existence, not necessarily 
Alice McIntyre’s we knew but we it was good 
enough for us!  Unfortunately to date we have not 
found any further evidence of her existence in the 
Beacon, census records or the like.  I suspect 
interviewing some aged members of both of our 
African-American congregations might bring 
something to light.  Then again Jim Hamilton’s 
father was the town’s physician and he might 
recall the story of Alice. 
 
Now to Nellie Kearns.  In the photograph titled, “41 
Quarry St.” where the McGuire family resided; 
Nellie Kearns, whose entire family perished in the 
Russian flu epidemic was adopted by this family, 
see a little pigtailed girl in the left of the photo. It 
was that same March that the photograph was 
gifted to us by Nellie’s husband.  It seems our 
neighbor Chief Myers was great old friends with 
Nellie’s husband Richard J. Mangan, “Pooch” in 
true Lambertville fashion where everyone has a 
nickname.  Chief was the chief of the Lambertville 
Drum and Bugle Corp hence the name; no clue 
how Pooch got his nickname and honestly we were 
so excited with the photo we never asked! 

 
Anyway, it seems Chief thought I was a dead ringer 
to Nellie as I often had my hair in pigtails on the 
weekend as we labored to make that house livable, 
literally.  We had fallen in love with the stone 
exterior and the winding “butterfly” staircases and 
shutters…you all know that rush of emotion when 
you see a period structure. 
Chief told Pooch about me and he had the original 
photo in hand when he knocked on our door on a 
Saturday morning. He explained about Nellie being 
orphaned and the story again was told about Alice 
McIntyre saving so many.  Pooch had no family 
left; he and Nellie were both born in 1881, so he 
was 92 when we met him.  He wanted to know if 
we would like a copy of the photograph of the 
house and we were so pleased to accept his offer.  
He went off to New Hope and Hayes Studio, 
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returned the next week with a print and we 
reimbursed him for the copy service. I recall taking 
the notes on the back of the matte border in ball 
point pen and taping the envelope he gave us with 
the names of everyone in the photo.  I smoke 
grained the frame and it has hung in our kitchen 
ever since. 
 
In our second edition of our book on the historic 
road, John had written in the Preface about the 
unique system which existed locally where slaves 
could engage in outside employment to learn a 
trade and buy themselves and their family 
members’ freedom.  We have always had “free men 
of color” in our river valley on both sides; there was 
an African-American Mr. Phillips who was a major 
landowner by the early 1800’s and it is common 
knowledge about the real estate and business 
ownerships of the extended Mason family. 
 
When we heard about the Alice Narducci Award 
the connections started to build.  We have been 
working to make people aware that the Penn East 
Pipeline threatens not only the historic road but 
also the 1832 Potter’s Field where the Irish canal 
workers, their family members, and the African-
American “free men of color” who volunteered as 
litter carriers and nurses in Dr. Lilly’s hospital are 
commonly interred.  It was the prevailing wisdom 
during that 1832 period that people of African 
descent were somehow immune from Asiatic 
Cholera.  It seems that unsubstantiated claim 
persisted throughout the 19th century to when our 
Alice McIntyre ministered during the Russian flu. 
 
So, the pattern seems to have emerged of service to 
the community by these “free people of color”.  How 
fitting and wonderful that the grateful citizens of 
Lambertville paid homage to Alice McIntyre 
through the naming of their daughters. 
 
We cannot give you an image of Alice McIntyre but 
we can give you evidence of her labors—a tiny, 
grave faced little girl who went on to become a wife 
and member of our community.  Thank you to 
Alice Narducci for all her years of volunteering 
culminating with the forming of the historical 
society and making the James Wilson Marshall 
House a reality, but ultimately for sharing her this 
story about the goodness and decency of our 
community and its citizens. 
 
 
The authors, Barb and John Hencheck, have lived 
on Quarry Street commonly known as the “Back 
Hook” since 1973, four years at 41 Quarry and then 
“up the road a piece” since 1977. 
 

	
The little girl pictured is Nellie Kearns (left), the sole survivor of 
her family from the Russian flu epidemic.  She was adopted by 
the McGuire family who lived in 41 Quarry Street, and she and 
her family were ministered to by Alice McIntyre.  Photo from 
Barbara & John Hencheck. 
 
 
 

 
Breaking [Good] News - 
Jail Roof to be Stabilized 
 
 
At its June 20 meeting, the Lambertville City 
Council approved a resolution to authorize more 
than $4,000 to stabilize the roof of the city jail.  The 
stone building in Mary Sheridan Park, constructed 
around 1840 and last used as a jail about 50 years 
ago, has been losing pieces of its roof and a tree 
has been growing out of it. 
 
Mayor David DelVecchio said that he would be 
willing to meet to discuss the future of the building 
after the basic improvement. 
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LHS Calendar 
Saturdays and Sundays, 
through the end of October 
1:00 to 4:00 PM 

Marshall House Museum at 60 Bridge Street is open for visitors.  A 
docent will be happy to share history and answer questions. 

First Sunday of every month April 
through November, 2:00 PM 

Walking Tour of Historic Lambertville, starting from the Marshall House, 
60 Bridge Street.  Free but donations welcomed. 

Sunday, September 10 
1:00 to 3:00 PM 

Presentation: The Early Days of Base Ball in Lambertville 
Pittore Justice Center, 25 S. Union Street 

Sunday, October 15 
11:00 to 5:00 PM 

35th Lambertville Autumn House Tour 

	
	

 
 
www.facebook.com/LambertvilleHistory 

 
LHS still wants to send The Nugget to members by email where they can read the full-
color pdf version and have one less item to recycle.  Now a third of LHS members have 
signed up.  Why not join them?  If you are interested, please write to 
info@LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org. 

 

 
 

Lambertville Historical Society 
P.O. Box 2 

60 Bridge Street 
Lambertville, NJ 08530 

609-397-0770 
www.LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org 

Our Mission 
The Lambertville Historical Society promotes the 
preservation and appreciation of Lambertville’s architecture 
and history through education and community involvement, 
as well as operates and maintains the James Wilson 
Marshall Museum. 
The Marshall House is open from 1:00 to 4:00 PM on 
weekends between Shad Fest (normally the last weekend 
in April) and the end of October.  Free admission. 

 
Officers 

 President Suzanne Gitomer 
 Vice President Karen Taylor-Ogren 
 Treasurer Laurie Weinstein 
 Secretary Naomi Drew 
  

Trustees 
Wayne Brengel    Michael Menche 
Fred Eisinger    Ursula Mento 
Deborah Galen    Liz Riegel 
Matthew Jacobs    Irene Rudolph 
Jeff McVey    Lou Toboz  

Mark Weinstein 
 

The Nugget is the quarterly newsletter of the 
Lambertville Historical Society © 2017. 

Editor:  Fred Eisinger 
Contributors: Barbara and John Hencheck,  

Karen Taylor-Ogren 
 
 
The Lambertville Historical Society received a General 
Operating Support grant from the New Jersey Historical 
Commission, a division of the Department of State.

	


