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Land	of	Refuge,	Land	of	Opportunity	
	
A	History	of	Latin	American	Immigration	and		
	 How	It	Can	Help	Us	Understand	Our	Lambertville	Community	
By	Carl	Lindskoog,	PhD,	Assistant	Professor	of	History	
Raritan	Valley	Community	College	
	
Sunday,	April	23,	1:00	to	3:00	PM	
Pittore	Justice	Center,	25	S.	Union	Street	

 
Members-only Revolutionary War Hike followed by a Q&A with published 

Revolutionary War historians Barbara and John Hencheck. 

 
This guided, members-only event will be held on Sunday, May 7 (rain date Saturday, 

May 13). This will be a moderate hike and waterproof walking shoes are recommended. 

 
Because attendance is limited, RSVPs must be made only between April 10 and 19 to 

dgalen@comcast.net and participation will be first-come, first served. 
 
 
	

Membership	Social,	Sunday,	June	4,	3:00-5:00	PM	
42	York	Street,	home	of	Laurie	and	Mark	Weinstein	

	
Preceded	by	an	optional	historic	walking	tour	beginning	at	2:00	PM		

from	the	Marshall	House,	60	Bridge	Street.	
	

Please	RSVP	for	either	or	both	events	at	info@LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org	or	609-397-0770.	
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Welcome New Members 
 

John Faith & family 
George & Cherry Fitzgerald 

Kathy Flynn 
Maggie & Peter Hoehn 

Karen Kominsky 
 

	

President’s	Message	
	
	
It’s	 been	 an	 unusual	 -	 and	 somewhat	 long	 -	 winter	 in	
Lambertville	 but	 a	 busy	 season	 for	 LHS,	 and	 as	 spring	
slowly	makes	 it	way	 here,	we	 are	 planning	 several	 events	
we	hope	members	will	enjoy.			
	
Thanks	to	all	of	you	who	attended	our	fifth	annual	Plein	Air	
Plus	 silent	 auction.	 	 We	 had	 a	 record	 crowd	 and	 raised	
$6,500	 from	 this	 fundraiser.	 	 Thanks	 to	 Rago	 Arts	 and	
Auction	 for	 their	 generous	donation	of	 space	 and	 services.		
We	 couldn’t	 do	 this	 event	 without	 this	 kindness.	 Thanks,	
too,	 to	 those	 of	 you	 who	 purchased	 paintings	 from	 our	
wonderful	 area	 artists	 who	 donated	 their	 work	 to	 our	
cause.	
	
LHS	 is	 trying	 to	 add	 more	 programs	 to	 our	 calendar.	 	 In	
March	 Mary	 Freedman	 gave	 an	 informative	 talk	 on	 Alice	
Narducci	 and	 her	 role	 in	 Lambertville	 as	 a	 leader	 and	
advocate	 for	 our	 town’s	 historic	 character.	 	 We	 then	
presented	 our	 Narducci	 Award	 for	 preservation	 of	 a	
building	 to	 Irene	 Rudolph	 on	 Clinton	 St.	 and	 to	Woodrose	
Properties,	 Inc.	 for	 37	 North	 Union	 St.	 	 It	 was	 our	 first	
stand-alone	 program	 for	 this	 prestigious	 award	
presentation.			(see	article	on	pages	4	and	5	in	this	issue)	
	
On	 April	 23,	 LHS	 will	 host	 Carl	 Lindskoog,	 Ph.D.	 and	
Assistant	 Professor	 of	 History	 in	 the	 Department	 of	
Humanities,	Social	Science,	and	Education	at	Raritan	Valley	
Community	 College.	 	 Dr.	 Lindskoog	 will	 speak	 on	 the	
immigration	history	of	the	twentieth	century.	
	
On	May	 7	 LHS	will	 host	 a	 hike	 on	 the	 area	 Revolutionary	
War	trail	so	well	researched	by	Barbara	and	John	Hencheck.		
This	 will	 be	 a	 members-only	 event	 with	 refreshments	
following	 and	 will	 be	 limited	 participation,	 so	 be	 sure	 to		
RSVP	once	 the	 invitation	 is	 sent.	 	Again,	 this	 is	a	 “first”	 for	
this	kind	of	LHS	event,	which	we	hope	will	start	a	new	type	
of	programming	for	us.	
	
Sunday	June	4	will	be	our	annual	LHS	membership	social	at	
Mark	and	Laurie	Weinstein’s	home,	preceded	by	an	optional	
walking	tour	of	Lambertville.		Be	watching	for	details.	
	
Think	spring	and	take	part	in	LHS	events.	 	Thanks	for	your	
continued	support!	
	

Suzanne	Gitomer	
 

 
 
Lambertville Street Name Quiz 
 
As you’ve probably noticed, there has 
been no pattern for naming our city’s 
streets.  They aren’t in alphabetical 
order as in parts of some towns and 
there are no numbered streets.  Some 
are named for trees (e.g., Elm, 
Cherry), local families (Coryell, 
Studdiford), former mayors (Lilly, 
McDowell), and destinations (Bridge, 
Ferry). 
 
However, several of our thoroughfares 
share names with former presidents 
(but were not necessarily named for 
them).  Do you know which ones?  By 
the way, they are not all downtown. 
 
Answers on the bottom of page 5. 

 
 

Thank You for the Donations 
 

We would like to thank our generous 
Centurions and all of our members for 
their continued support. We recognize 
those below for making a donation 
beyond their membership dues during the 
last quarter (we apologize if we missed 
anyone).  It is all sincerely appreciated. 
 

JoAnne & Dave DelVecchio 
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Latest	Anderson	Photography	Award	Winner	
- Mike	Menche	

	
Paul	Ilechko	of	Lambertville	is	the	latest	winner	of	the	LHS	
John	 A.	 Anderson	 award,	 which	 celebrates	 contemporary	
photography	 that	 best	 depicts	 the	 historic	 character	 of	
Lambertville.	His	photograph	of	the	Delaware	and	Raritan	
Canal	 amid	 autumn	 foliage	 is	 now	 on	 display	 at	 the	
Marshall	House	Museum	at	60	Bridge		St.	
	
Ilechko	 says	 his	 photography	 is	 informed	 by	 his	 past	
artistic	 work	 as	 a	 painter.	 He	 currently	 publishes	 poetry	
and	cycles	throughout	the	Lambertville	area.	The	winning	
work	 was	 selected	 from	 the	 Society’s	 free	 online	 photo	
gallery	 at	 www.flickr.com/groups/historiclambertville,	
where	new	posts	are	always	welcome.	Past	winners	of	the	
award	 are	 Scott	 C.	 Riether	 of	 New	 Hope	 and	 Stephen	
Harris	 of	 Lambertville.	 Lauren	 McManus	 of	 Ampersand	
Projects	in	Lambertville	frames	the	winning	photos.	
	
John	A.	 Anderson	 (1829-1917)	was	 one	 of	 Lambertville's	
most	 famous	 residents	 and	 business	 leaders,	 and	 an	
exceptional	photographer.	In	1846	at	the	age	of	17,	he	was	
introduced	to	“the	art	and	mystery”	of	daguerreotypes.	He	
worked	 in	 other	 photographic	 media	 as	 well,	 and	 left	
behind	 many	 images	 that	 document	 the	 Lambertville	
area’s	 growth	 and	 culture.	 His	 work	 is	 preserved	 at	 the	
Spruance	 Library	 of	 the	 Bucks	 County	 Historical	 Society,	
Mercer	Museum,	in	Doylestown,	PA.		
	

	
Paul	Ilechko	with	his	prize-winning	photograph.	
	
	
Annual	Meeting	and	a	New	Board	
	
A	capacity	audience	crowded	the	Pittore	Justice	Center	on	
Sunday,	 January	 15	 for	 the	 LHS	 annual	 meeting	 and	
program.	 	 The	presentation	 included	 the	 video	 “Magic	 on	
Music	 Mountain”	 the	 story	 of	 the	 Lambertville	 Music	
Circus	 and	 a	 question	 and	 answer	 period	 with	 the	 film’s	
creator	Gary	Cohen.			
	

The	program	 informed	most	 and	brought	 back	memories	
to	 a	 large	 segment	 –	 about	 20-25%	 raised	 their	 hands	
when	asked	 if	 they	attended	a	Music	Circus	performance.			
Another	 popular	 feature	 was	 a	 display	 of	 Music	 Circus	
memorabilia	 including	 reproductions	 of	 newspaper	
articles,	signs,	programs	etc.	
	
The	 program	 was	 preceded	 by	 a	 brief	 business	 meeting	
which	 included	 the	 introduction	 of	 three	 new	 board	
members:	Wayne	Brengel,	Matt	Jacobs	and	Lou	Toboz	each	
of	whom	have	played	significant	roles	in	working	with	the	
LHS.	 	 In	 fact,	 Lou’s	 involvement	 goes	 back	 many	 years	
when	 he	 served	 as	 president	 as	well	 as	 a	 trustee.	 	 Karen	
Taylor-Ogren,	who	served	as	an	officer	in	the	past	will	take	
over	 as	 vice-president.	 	 A	 full	 list	 of	 officers	 and	 trustees	
always	appears	on	the	last	page	of	this	newsletter.	
	

	
Most	 of	 the	 new	 board	 with	 officers	 Laurie	 Weinstein	 (treasurer),	
Suzanne	 Gitomer	 (president)	 and	 Karen	 Taylor-Ogren	 (vice-president)	
seated.	 	 Standing	 from	 left:	 Mike	 Menche,	 Mark	 Weinstein,	 Lou	 Toboz,	
Ursula	 Mento,	 Irene	 Rudolph,	 Deborah	 Galen,	 Fred	 Eisinger,	 Wayne	
Brengel	and	Jeff	McVey.		Missing	are	Naomi	Drew	(secretary),	Matt	Jacobs	
and	Liz	Riegel.	
	
	

Presenter	 Gary	 Cohen	 answers	
questions	after	the	film.	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Attendees	 review	 Music	 Circus	
memorabilia.	
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Alice Narducci and the Preservation Award 
 
The Historical Society established the Alice Narducci 
Preservation awards in 1996 in honor of the person who 
was a moving force in the establishment of the 
Lambertville Historical Society in 1964 and for the 
preservation of the James Wilson Marshall House, now 
a museum and headquarters of the LHS..  The award, a 
bronze plaque, recognizes historical preservation of a 
structure’s exterior, restoration of a building to its original 
architectural integrity, or a combination.  After 20 years 
of bestowing the awards during the Autumn House Tour 
“wrap party” the LHS board decided that for the 21st 
presentation a more formal program was warranted for 
both the prestigious award and to highlight Alice 
Narducci. 

 
Mary Freedman during her presentation 
 
Her roles in helping establish the Historical Society and 
saving the Marshall House were probably the sum total 
of Alice Narducci of most LHS members’ knowledge 
about her.  However, attendees at a special program on 
Sunday, March 26, learned a great deal more.  Long-
time LHS member Mary Freedman volunteered to make 
the presentation and scoured the archives and pored 
through Alice Narducci’s diaries, letters from her 
husband on the front during World War I, scrapbooks, 
newspaper clippings, etc. and fleshed out a daughter, 
wife, mother and what we know today as an activist. 
 
Born Alice Gorman in 1891, she was a Lambertville 
native who through her more than 80 years in town (she 
moved West in 1974) had  extensive involvement in 
community, civic, political and religious affairs.  We also 
learned that the preferred pronunciation of her last name 
was “Nardoosi” not “Nardoochy” as we had all been 
saying it.  This was confirmed by people who knew her 
personally two of whom Mary included in the program. 
 
Esther Johnson, a former neighbor of Mary and much 
earlier of Alice, reminisced about Alice’s many 
community involvements and her abilities in 
organization.  She echoed Mary in that if a group 
required help in town, “just ask Alice” was a frequent 
refrain 

Barbara Hencheck, a long-time LHS member who also 
knew Alice, read from an excerpt of an article that she 
and her husband John prepared about her namesake. 
Alice McIntyre was an African-American nurse who 
saved many lives in Lambertville during the Russian flu 
pandemic of 1889-90, the year before Alice was born.  
As a result, many daughters were named Alice in her 
honor. 

                             
Esther Johnson (left) and Barbara Hencheck share remembrances 
about Alice Narducci. 
 
Lou Toboz, current board member and previous LHS 
president, briefly described the award’s history.  When 
the LHS board contemplated a new award recognizing 
preservation of buildings in Lambertville, it was agreed 
that Alice Narducci was a natural choice to name it after.  
Lou has served on almost every Narducci Award 
selection committee since its inception and presented 
this year’s plaques to Irene Rudolph, 90 Clinton Street 
and Brendan Brew, vice-president of Woodrose 
Properties for 37 N. Union Street (see opposite page for 
photos and details). 
 

 
From left: Mary Freedman, Lou Toboz, Fred Eisinger (both selection 
committee members), Suzanne Gitomer (LHS president), Ron Walker 
(selection committee), Irene Rudolph and Brendan Brew (both award 
recipients).  Note the image of the plaque on the screen. 
 
A list of previous Narducci awarded buildings can be 
found on our website at 
http://lambertvillehistoricalsociety.org/narducci-award-
presentation-2017/.  Take advantage of some nice 
spring days and stroll around to view them all (from the 
outside of course). 
	
All photos this page by– Rich Freedman 
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Recipients of the 21st Presentation of the Narducci Preservation Awards 

 
 
BEFORE 
 

 
Google Street view 2011 

 
37 North Union Street 

 
Woodrose Properties, the 
owner of this mixed use 
commercial-residential 
building, went to great  efforts 
in undoing the mid-20th 
century “modernization” and 
improving the ground floor and 
facade at 37 North Union 
Street by restoring the 
showroom window to its 
original configuration, and 
replacing and repairing the 
cornice and corbels at the 
roofline.  The building 
compliments the others on the 
block that have been restored 
and add to the turn of the 20th 
century ambience to what was 
once known as “commercial 
row.” 
 
 

 
AFTER 

 
photo – Peter Jewell 

 
BEFORE 
 

 
realtor’s photo c. 2007 

 
90 Clinton Street 

 
While not a Cinderella tale, 
the story of this home is of 
one that was always a gem 
but the current owner, Irene 
Rudolph, polished it into a real 
jewel (with a great deal of 
effort and expense).  The 
improvements involved a lot of 
repair and/or replacement 
including warped cedar siding; 
a leaded glass parlor window; 
much of the porch and 
railings; a custom wooden 
door (in place of a storm door) 
and brass hardware on the 
front. In addition, application 
of a polychrome treatment to 
the exterior with period 
appropriate colors and 
installation of custom-made 
reproductions of missing 
shutters completed the 
restoration. 
 

 
AFTER 
 

 
photo – John Sunkiskis 
 

	
Lambertville	 “Presidential”	 Street	 answers:	 Clinton	 Street,	 Grant’s	 Alley,	 Jefferson	 Street,	Washington	 Street,	Wilson	
Street	(all	downtown)	and	Grant	Avenue,	Jackson	Street	(both	on	Connaught	Hill)	and	Lincoln	Avenue	(Cottage	Hill).		How	
many	did	you	guess?	 	
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LHS Calendar 
Sunday, April 23 
1:00 to 3:00 PM 

Land of Refuge, Land of Opportunity, Pittore Justice Center 
See box on page 1 for details. 

Saturday, April 29, 1:00 to 4:00 PM 
(until 5:00 during Shad Fest) 

Marshall House Museum at 60 Bridge Street will be open for visitors on 
weekends through the end of October. 

First Sunday of every month May 
through November, 2:00 PM 

Walking Tour of Historic Lambertville, starting from the Marshall House, 60 
Bridge Street.  Free but donations welcomed. 

Sunday, May 7  
(rain date, Saturday, May 13) 

Members-only Revolutionary War hike – limited attendance – see page 1. 

Sunday, June 4 
3:00 to 5:00 PM 

Membership Social at 42 York Street preceded by optional historic walking 
tour at 2:00 from the Marshall House – see box on page 1. 

	
	

 
 
www.facebook.com/LambertvilleHistory 

 
LHS still wants to send The Nugget to members by email where they can read the full-color pdf 
version and have one less item to recycle.  Close to 30% of LHS members have signed up so far.  Why 
not join them?  If you are interested, please write to info@LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org. 

	
 

 
 

Lambertville Historical Society 
P.O. Box 2 

60 Bridge Street 
Lambertville, NJ 08530 

609-397-0770 
www.LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org 

Our Mission 
The Lambertville Historical Society promotes the 
preservation and appreciation of Lambertville’s architecture 
and history through education and community involvement, 
as well as operates and maintains the James Wilson 
Marshall Museum. 
The Marshall House is open from 1:00 to 4:00 PM on 
weekends between Shad Fest (normally the last weekend 
in April) and the end of October.  Free admission. 

 
Officers 

 President Suzanne Gitomer 
 Vice President Karen Taylor-Ogren 
 Treasurer Laurie Weinstein 
 Secretary Naomi Drew 
  

Trustees 
Wayne Brengel    Michael Menche 
Fred Eisinger    Ursula Mento 
Deborah Galen    Liz Riegel 
Matthew Jacobs    Irene Rudolph 
Jeff McVey    Lou Toboz  

Mark Weinstein 
 

The Nugget is the quarterly newsletter of the 
Lambertville Historical Society. 

Editor:  Fred Eisinger 
Contributor: Mike Menche 

 
The Lambertville Historical Society received a General 
Operating Support grant from the New Jersey Historical 
Commission, a division of the Department of State.

	


