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Magic on Music Mountain
The Story of the Lambertville Music
Circus
Sunday, January 15, 1:30 PM
Pittore Justice Center, 25 S. Union Street
The annual Meeting of the Lambertville Historical Society will feature a
presentation by Gary Cohen, LHS member and co-producer of the documentary
about the country’s first theater in the round under a tent where big names in
entertainment performed.
Mr. Cohen will gladly answer questions, but if you can’t make it or can’t wait, see a
related website at www.lambertville-music-circus.org.

Plein Air Plus Auction

Saturday, February 11, 5:30 – 7:30 PM
Rago Arts & Auction Center, 333 N. Main Street
A variety of fine works of art will be available in the fifth silent auction to benefit the Lambertville
Historical Society and James Marshall House Museum. Each item was inspired by the Lambertville area and
many were created en plein air during the 2016 House Tour. Twenty-five participating artists have provided
40 paintings for the auction. Their names appear below in case you’re looking for your favorite.
Enjoy delicious tastings provided by several local restaurants accompanied by beverages and music. This
event is open to the public but a suggested $5 donation will be requested at the door.

Paul Bachem
Carrie Barcomb
Al Barker
Aida Birritteri
Michael Budden
Jean Childs Buzgo
Larry Chestnut
Christine Cathers Donohue
Aida Birritteri at her craft
on North Union Street.

Susan Twardus Faith
Alan Goldstein
Joe Gyurcsak
Bill Jersey
Monique Kendikian-Sarkessian
Ryan Lilienthal
Carol Magnatta
Jim Magner
Catherine Martzloff

Nicole Michaud
Debbie Pisacreta
Stacie Speer Scott
Gerald Simcoe
Jim Steen
Susan Stefanski
Helena van Emmerik-Finn
Jenn Warpole

Narducci Preservation Award
The Lambertville Historical Society established the Alice Narducci Preservation awards in 1996 in honor of founding
society president Alice Narducci who played a key role in saving the Marshall House from demolition. The award, a
bronze plaque, recognizes historical preservation of a structure’s exterior, restoration of a building to its original
architectural integrity, or a combination.
A special program is being planned for Sunday, March 26. Details about the location and time will be send out through
an LHS email blast and will be on the Society’s website – www.LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org - in March.

President’s Message

Welcome New Members

Happy New Year from LHS!

Gail Reinard
Pam Reynolds
Steven Sabik

My, How Times Have Changed

It has been another fruitful year for the Historical Society
with successful programs and fundraisers and muchneeded work done on Marshall House Museum. As
always, we thank our LHS members for continued
support, which directly helps us promote and preserve
the historic character of Lambertville and maintain our
museum.
2016 saw major work completed on Marshall House
Museum with portions of soft brick façade replaced and
repointed. Wood window shutters and fence pieces were
rebuilt. The entire building and trim were repainted. The
west and north foundations of the museum were
repointed and the landscape adjusted to improve water
drainage away from the foundation. We received a
generous 1772 Foundation New Jersey Historical
Commission Matching Grant of $15,000 for work on
improving the Marshall House building foundation and
dealing with these moisture issues. The next item on our
“punch list” is to repair and repaint the historic fence
around the building. Inside the museum, we also have
been continuing our ongoing effort of inventorying and
digitizing our collection and artifacts. Thanks to Mary
Freedman, former LHS board member, who is heading up
this effort.

from The New York Times, December 6, 1896

Thank You for the Donations
We would like to thank our generous centurions and
all of our members for their continued support. We
recognize those below for making a donation beyond
their membership dues during the last quarter (we
apologize if we missed anyone). It is all sincerely
appreciated.
Mary Margaret & George Carter
John & Karen Franzini
Shirah & Peter Gray
Werner & Karen Hartl
Christopher Howatt & Carlos Iglesias
Helen Pettit
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We are planning for a few new programs in 2017,
including a meeting focused solely on presenting the
Narducci Award and celebrating the restoration of our
beautiful
Lambertville
buildings.
The
award
ceremony/program will be held on Sunday, March 26th.
Watch for details on the venue and who the recipient of
this prestigious award will be. And, of course, we hope to
see you at the LHS annual meeting on January 15th and
Plein Air Plus Silent Art Auction on February 11th. Mark
your calendars now for the annual LHS membership
social on Sunday, June 4th from 3 to 5 p.m., location to
follow.
And remember…. the weekend of January 28th and 29th is
Winter Festival. If you haven’t had a walking tour of
Lambertville yet consider doing so on the 28th at 2 p.m.,
starting at Lambertville Station. Kate Breuning will be
leading this walk and her historic talks are excellent.
We’ll open Marshall House Museum those days, too, so
stop in and visit!
Best wishes for a happy and healthy 2017!

Suzanne Gitomer
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Is the Railroad Coming Back to Town?
The Black River & Western, an operating railroad
established in 1965, is planning on reactivating its
Alexauken Division to bring excursion trains back to
Lambertville. Previously, the Flemington Railroad and
Transportation Company began service between
Lambertville and its namesake in December 1854, almost
four years after service started from Trenton on the
Belvidere Delaware Railroad.
Never a commuter route (there was not enough travel
between Lambertville and Flemington to warrant it) the
line was not very successful in attracting riders despite the
connection with the Lehigh Valley RR. After continued
efforts, in 1932 its then owner, the Pennsylvania Railroad,
was permitted to end passenger service while freight
continued. The BR&W bought the Flemington branch in
1970 and began excursions to Lambertville from
Flemington and Ringoes in 1973. While they ended near
the Lambertville Station, there was a short-lived extension
to the flea market vicinity. Service was limited to summer
Sundays with three roundtrips. As the timetable to the
right shows, there was also a Saturday Night Special train
presumably for diners and strollers.

Timetable for the Pennsylvania Railroad’s Belvidere Division, Flemington
Branch -1910.

The excursion trains continued through 1997 when they
ended due to financial constraints after the closure of the
quarry north of town. For more than twenty years the
area was a treat for fans of vintage rail with the New Hope
& Ivyland Railroad on one side of the river and the Black
River & Western on the other.
The railroad has a webpage covering the restoration of
trains
to
its
Alexauken
Division
at
http://www.blackriverrailroad.com/alexaukendivision.html. It includes some questions and answers that
could be on readers’ minds.

Excerpts from the Black River & Western Railroad Timetable effective
March 16, 1997, possibly the last with Lambertville service.
A view of a BR&W train crossing Bridge Street at the Lambertville Station
in 1997, its last season of operation to town. The steeple of St. John’s
Church can be seen between the cars. [from The Lambertville Story video
by the LHS.]
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Do You Have Any Old LHS Newsletters?
You don’t have to be a hoarder to save them and a review
of the LHS newsletter archives shows that we didn’t save
them all. So if you were on the newsletter committee or
just happened to squirrel away a few, please let us know
[email info@LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org or call
609-397-0770] so we can compare notes and make
copies to better complete our collection. Thank you.
A review of existing issues shows that were at least three
different series and five distinct covers beginning in
1981. A Volume 1, Number 1 appeared that year and,
after a hiatus, again in 1995. Then a four-year break
gave us the current series as The Nugget in 2012.
Below are scans of some covers over the past 35 years.
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5th Holiday CD Release Concerts
Another terrific LHS holiday CD, two great concerts, and
much appreciation.
Thanks to the performers, the
Birdhouse Center for the Arts, the Elks Club, coordinator
Mike Menche and everyone who has added “Season’s
Greetings from Lambertville 2016” to their CD collections.
You can still get one as a late gift or for your own listening
pleasure at some local merchants or at our website http://lambertvillehistoricalsociety.org/2016-holiday-cdfundraiser/ where you can also sample the songs.

Ladies of Lambertville sing at the Birdhouse concert on December 6.

On the air at WDVR’s Jethro Kin’s “Let’s Talk.”.
Heffler, John LaSala, and Mike Menche.

From left Carol

In keeping the with tradition, the 2016 CD cover features an historic
Lambertville musical image.
The Birdhouse Center for the Arts Not Just Nyckelharpa Orchestra

A panoramic view of the concert at the Elks Club on November 20.
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LHS Calendar
Sunday, January 15
1:30 PM
Saturday, January 28 and
Sunday, January 29, 1:00 - 5:00 PM
Saturday, January 28
2:00 PM
Saturday, February 11
5:30 – 7:30 PM
Sunday, March 26

Annual Meeting and “Magic on Music Mountain,” a presentation on the
Lambertville Music Circus (more on page 1). Pittore Justice Center, 25 S.
Union St.
Marshall House Museum at 60 Bridge Street will be open for visitors
Walking Tour of Historic Lambertville, starting from Lambertville Station,
11 Bridge Street. Free but donations welcomed.
Plein Air Plus Auction
Rago Arts & Auction Center, 333 N. Main Street (see page 1)
Narducci Preservation Award presentation. Location and time to be
announced. Check your email for an LHS email blast and/or our website
for updates in March.

www.facebook.com/LambertvilleHistory
LHS still wants to send The Nugget to members by email where they can read the full-color pdf
version and have one less item to recycle. One quarter of LHS members have signed up so far. Why
not join them? If you are interested, please write to info@LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org.

The Marshall House is open from 1:00 to 4:00 PM on
weekends between Shad Fest (normally the last weekend
in April) and the end of October. Free admission.

President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary

Lambertville Historical Society
P.O. Box 2
60 Bridge Street
Lambertville, NJ 08530
609-397-0770
www.LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org
Our Mission
The Lambertville Historical Society promotes, inspires, and
encourages the preservation and appreciation of
Lambertville’s architecture and history through education
and community involvement, as well as preserving and
maintaining the James Marshall Museum.
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Officers
Suzanne Gitomer
Irene Rudolph
Laurie Weinstein
Naomi Drew

Trustees
Lauren Braun-Strumfels
Michael Menche
Fred Eisinger
Ursula Mento
Deborah Galen
Liz Riegel
Jeff McVey
Karen Taylor-Ogren
Mark Weinstein
The Nugget is the quarterly newsletter of the
Lambertville Historical Society.
Editor: Fred Eisinger
The Lambertville Historical Society received a General
Operating Support grant from the New Jersey Historical
Commission, a division of the Department of State.
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