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President’s Message
Thank you!
It certainly was a mild winter this year but the entire winter season - all two feet of it - hit Lambertville on Saturday,
January 23 - the day of our annual En Plein Air Silent Auction! A round of applause to Rago Art and Auction Center
for quickly offering LHS an alternative date and to our attendees who agreeably shifted gears and participated in
what is considered a record-breaking and most successful silent auction to date. Twenty local restaurants, three
food markets and two local realtors donated food plates that were fabulous, and this was complemented by many
food donations from the LHS membership. We actually ran out of food at the end of the event for a change! In
addition, a record 40 paintings by 32 artists were auctioned, and attendance hit a record 285 attendees! Thanks
also to Bill Linderman and the Lifters for great music and to Wonderful World of Wines on South Union St. for a great
deal on beverages. Finally, thanks to all of you who supported LHS and the Marshall House Museum by purchasing
a painting. This kind of support helps LHS and promotes the outstanding artists in our area. Truly, a good time was
had by all.
Be sure to visit the LHS booth at Shadfest this year, the 35th anniversary of this fabulous Lambertville event. We’ll
be having our annual adult walking tour on Sunday, May 1 and a Kids and Families walking tour of town on
Saturday, April 30. Of course, all tours are free to LHS members. See details below or visit our Shad Fest page on
our website.
Enjoy the upcoming spring weather!	
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Kids & Families Walking Tour

Adult Walking Tour

Saturday, April 30, 2:00 PM
Starts at the Marshall House, 60 Bridge Street

Sunday, May 1, 2:00 PM
Starts at the Marshall House, 60 Bridge Street

An approximately one-hour walk geared toward
5 to 12 year-olds.
Free for LHS members, $5 per family for non-members.

A 60 to 90 minute tour that focuses
on architecture and social history.
Free for LHS members, $5 per person for non-members.

Members-Only Walking Tour and Reception, Sunday, June 5
Our Historic Lambertville Walking Tour begins at the Marshall House, 60 Bridge Street, at 2:30 PM and will bring
walkers to the reception site at 42 York Street by the 4:00 PM starting time where they will enjoy light refreshments.
Non-walkers may join us at the reception at 4:00.
So we can plan for the necessary number of docents for the tour and make appropriate arrangements at the
reception, we ask that you RSVP by email to info@LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org or call 609-397-0770.
	
  

	
  
The Changing Scene: York and North Main Streets

Lambertville Historical Society
P.O. Box 2
60 Bridge Street
Lambertville, NJ 08530
609-397-0770
www.LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org

Described on the 1885 Sanborn Insurance map as L.H. Wilson’s York
Street House, this brick hotel with a wooden porch served travellers and
th
Lambertville residents at the corner until the early 20 century. It was one
of several in town at the time.
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In 1929 this Spanish/Mediterranean style structure with a red tile roof was
an example of the exotic styles used by Phillips gas stations of the era. It
retained its appearance for almost 50 years until it closed in the 1970s

Our Mission
The
Lambertville
Historical
Society
promotes, inspires, and encourages the
preservation
and
appreciation
of
Lambertville’s architecture and history
through
education
and
community
involvement, as well as preserving and
maintaining the James Marshall Museum.
The Marshall House is open from 1:00 to
4:00 PM on weekends between Shad Fest
(normally the last weekend in April) and the
end of October. Free admission.
The Lambertville Historical Society received
a General Operating Support grant from the
New Jersey Historical Commission, a
division of the Department of State.
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In the early 1980s the building was renovated and expanded (including a
second floor with living space) and is now the Lambertville Animal Hospital.
Note that the angled service area of the gas station was incorporated into
the renovation.
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Lambertville History Found Way Up High
- Stephen Harris
As you stroll along Lambertville’s Bridge Street, enjoying
the gallery and antique shop store windows, take a
moment and look upwards. Look up towards the rooftops
of our historic buildings and you will see some intricate
and artistic architectural structures, called cornices and
corbels.

The name Corbel comes from a French word meaning
crow, or Latin, meaning raven because of its beaklike
shape. It is unfortunately that this style of architecture
has become very rare in newer buildings. Thankfully we
have some fine examples in Lambertville that are here to
enjoy.

These photographs were taken along Bridge Street at
our local businesses. Look for other examples of the
city’s buildings’ unique cornices and corbels, plus some
found on residences, which will be posted on the
Lambertville Historical Society Facebook page. Enjoy
exploring history, in this instance, way up high.
Cornices are the decorative segment of the building
above the floor just beneath the roofline. The corbels are
brackets that help support part of the structure and on
some buildings can be very ornate. In other cities, these
can be intricate sculptures and gargoyles carved from
stone. Beyond their role in supporting part of the
building, they offer an interesting look into buildings’ and
the town’s past.

Photos: Stephen Harris/River
(www.sph-photo.com)

Town

Photography

	
  
	
  
More photos on the next page.
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Lambertville History Found Way Up High
(continued) Photography by Stephen Harris/River

April is Lambertville Month at the
J.B. Kline Gallery
25 Bridge Street, Lambertville

Town Photography (www.sph-photo.com)

	
  
As Mr. Harris encouraged, walk around town and look
up at the beauty well above street level – just watch
your step. Ed.

LHS members J.B. Kline, whose family has long
promoted Lambertville history, and Gary Cohen,
the Kline Gallery manager, who co-produced a
film about the Lambertville Music Circus, are
staging an exhibition of old town photos, maps,
and other memorabilia.
Gala Reception
Saturday, April 16, 6:00 - 9:00 PM
Free and open to all
The Gallery is open daily until 8:00 PM
(9:00 PM Fridays and Saturdays).
	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

LHS still wants to send The Nugget to members by
email where they can read the full-color pdf
version and have one less item to recycle.

	
  

	
  

Almost 20% of LHS members have signed up so far
and are enjoying the colorful on-line version (the
corbel/cornice photos look great).
Why not join them?
If you are interested, please write to
info@LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org.

Welcome New Members
Deborah & Brian Kelly
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Plein Air Auction, January 23

For those with short memories, here’s a reminder of why the
auction was postponed. Photo: Stephen Harris

Plein Air Auction, March 12

Jim Hamilton of Hamilton’s Grill Room personally serves his
culinary creations.

The rescheduled auction was a rousing success.
During the course of the evening 285 people attended
enjoying 40 beautiful works of art while sipping on
beverages, munching on delicious fare, much of which
was generously provided by local restaurants (thank
you!), and listening to the musical stylings of The
Lifters (more thanks).
Volunteers labored to set up for the evening’s auction,
prepare and put out food so that it would always be
available, staff the bars and oversee the tables and
answer occasional questions about the art and artists.
After the bidding was over, proud owners of new
paintings were able to quickly enjoy their acquisitions
courtesy of the finance group. Additional thanks to the
many attendees and bidders, to the Rago Art & Auction
Center for providing the venue, and to the many
helpers that made this wonderful evening possible.

Prospective buyers build up their strength before engaging in
the grueling bidding wars.

Despite all the diversions, the true stars of the evening were
the amazing works of art - a few samples appear above.
Mary Freedman oversees the action at her assigned table as
the sheets fill up with bids.

All March 12 photos: Rich Freedman.
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LHS	
  Calendar
Saturday, April 30 and
Sunday, May 1
1:00 to 5:00 PM - Shad Fest hours

Marshall House reopens for visitors for the season. Regular weekend
hours are 1:00 to 4:00 PM.

Saturday, April 30
2:00 PM
Sunday, May 1
Also June 5, July 3, August 7,
September 4, October 2
2:00 PM
Sunday, June 5
2:30 PM

Kids & Families Walking Tour beginning at the Marshall House, 60 Bridge
St. $5 per family but free to LHS members.

Sunday, June 5
4:00-6:00 PM

First Sunday Walking Tour of historic Lambertville. Begins at the Marshall
House, 60 Bridge St. $5 per person but free to LHS members.

Members-only walking tour. Starts at Marshall House, 60 Bridge Street.
Ends at 42 York Street for Membership Social. See box on page 1 for
RSVP information.
Membership Social, 42 York Street. See box on page 1 for RSVP
information.

	
  

www.facebook.com/LambertvilleHistory
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