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President’s	Message	
It’s	House	Tour	time!	
	
The	LHS	House	Tour	Committee	has	been	working	all	 summer	 to	prepare	 for	another	spectacular	house	 tour,	and	we	
definitely	some	fabulous	sites	to	offer	on	Sunday,	October	18!		We	have	seven	beautiful	houses	on	the	tour,	plus	St.	John	
the	Evangelist	Roman	Catholic	Church,	which	has	not	been	on	the	tour	in	over	a	decade.	St.	 John’s	has	been	renovated	
both	inside	and	out.	You	won’t	want	to	miss	a	chance	to	tour	this	majestic	church	right	in	town.		Be	sure	to	volunteer	for	
the	house	tour.	It	is	a	fun	way	to	meet	people	and	help	our	community!	
	
LHS	volunteers	have	been	busy	preparing	our	own	“house”	 for	the	house	tour.	On	September	20	volunteers	scrubbed,	
dusted	and	spruced	up	Marshall	House.	In	addition,	we	received	a	generous	grant	from	the	1772	Foundation	of	the	New	
Jersey	Historic	Trust	to	address	drainage	issue	around	Marshall	House	Museum,	and	work	will	begin	on	this	effort	the	
day	after	the	house	tour.	
	
Be	sure	to	support	the	Lambertville	House	Tour.	 It	 is	LHS’s	most	significant	fundraiser	and	it	supports	all	members	of	
our	wonderful	town!	
	
To	volunteer,	contact	Mary	Freedman	at	housetour@lambertvillehistoricalsociety.org.	
	
To	purchase	tickets,	go	to	lambertvillehistoricalsociety.org/autumn-house-tour-2015.	

 
Suzanne Gitomer 

2015 LHS Holiday CD Release Party and Concert 
Sunday, November 22, 2:00 to 6:00 PM 

Lambertville Hall, 57 Bridge Street (the former Baptist church) 
 

Please join us at this new, more spacious venue for performances by the immensely talented 
musicians who contributed to the LHS holiday CD. 

 

33rd	Autumn	House	Tour	
Sunday,	October	18th 
11:00	AM	to	5:00	PM	

	
Seven	homes	and	several	additional	sites	will	be	open.		
Tickets	are	$20	in	advance	and	$25	on	tour	day	($20	
for	members)	and	may	be	purchased	at	The	Marshall	
House,	online	at	LambertvilleHistorcialSociety.org	or	
from	some	local	merchants	listed	on	the	website.		

Questions?	-	email	
info@LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org		

or	call	609-397-0770.	
House	coverage	starts	on	page	3. 

We’re Still Taking Steps to

 
LHS would like to send The Nugget to members by 
email where they can read the full-color pdf version 
and have one less item to recycle.  More than 10% of 
our members have signed up so far and are enjoying 
the colorful on-line version.  Why not join them? 

If you are interested, please write to 
info@LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org.	
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Our Mission 

The Lambertville Historical Society 
promotes, inspires, and encourages the 
preservation and appreciation of 
Lambertville’s architecture and history 
through education and community 
involvement, as well as preserving and 
maintaining the James Marshall Museum. 
The Marshall House is open from 1:00 to 
4:00 PM on weekends between Shad Fest 
(normally the last weekend in April) and the 
end of October.  Free admission. 
The Lambertville Historical Society received 
a General Operating Support grant from the 
New Jersey Historical Commission, a 
division of the Department of State. 
 
 

Clean-up Day at the Marshall House 

 
On September 20 several volunteers scrubbed, dusted 
and generally spruced up the Marshall House for 
weekend visitors as well as those coming through during 
the House Tour on October 18.  Thanks go out to all who 
participated in this noticeable improvement. 

	
	

Welcome	New	Members	

Bill	Low	

Wayne	Wilson	

Matt	Jacobs	

Victoria	Walker	
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33rd Autumn House Tour – October 18 
 
Our much-anticipated Autumn House Tour is almost here. 
Seven homes will be featured this year as well as several 
additional sites.  They range from a home that was a display of 
entrepreneurial success to a secluded cottage to handsome 
structures that were the mainstay of 19th century Lambertville.  
See the box on page 1 for additional information.  Photos and 
brief descriptions appear below. 

 

 
One of the most stately homes in Lambertville, this residence 
was built in 1874 for one of Lambertville’s wealthiest families. It 
is a noteworthy example of high style French Second Empire 
architecture  

 

 
This secluded storybook cottage in an enclosed courtyard is 
tucked behind a studio, its much bolder and more visible 
companion. Both structures will be on the tour.  The cottage, 
designed and built only 20 years ago, sits on the foundation of 
a much older structure that was too dilapidated to save. 

 
Built in 1879, the home is a mix of Federal and 
Victorian architectural styles termed Vernacular.  
The façade shows carved and cut trim work and 
ornamentation typical of Eastlake design, popular at 
the time.  

 

 
This elegant 1874 home is in the French Second 
Empire Style with slate, concave Mansard roofs and 
gabled dormers. 
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This gracious home that dates from about 1860 
is a mix of Federal and Victorian styles with 
some Italianate influences. 

 

 
A museum of firefighting memorabilia, which will be open 
on the house tour, is housed in a more recent firehouse.  

 

 
This beautiful French Gothic stone church 
has seen several restorations in its 120 
years to both ensure the structural integrity 
of the building and to create a meaningful, 
sacred space. 

 
In the middle of one of Lambertville’s most 
distinguished blocks, is this 19th Century gray 
stucco half duplex home embellished with a 
simple but elegant Italianate-influenced porch.  It 
has graced this location since about 1873. 

 
 

 
The history of this circa 1888 Lambertville 
Vernacular brick building and its next door twin 
is largely varied.  Beginning as a single family 
home, it later joined with its neighbor to become 
part of a nursing home and was more recently 
restored and converted to apartments and a 
rambling, airy unit is on the tour. 
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Origins of Base Ball in Lambertville, NJ (1865) 
- Scott Hengst 

 
Almost quietly, like the faintest breeze on a warm summer’s 
midday, a sentence appears in the July 21, 1865 edition of The 
Beacon newspaper, “A base ball club has been organized in 
this place.”  It is a whisper, a mere ten words, that nascent 
glimmer of our nation’s pasttime, a sport that 150 years later 
remains central to Lambertville’s identity. 
 
The following week, July 28th, The Beacon provides notice of 
the “officers elected for the present season” listing William V. 
Cooley (Pres.), James M. Robinson (V.P.), Judson Roberts 
(Sec.), Dr Jeremiah Hayhurst (Tres.), Colonel Ashbel Welch 
Angel (Captain), with Theodore Abbott and Theodore 
Frelinghuysen Skillman as Directors.  
 

(At left Col. A.W. Angel, first 
team captain; source: NJ 
State Archives) 
 
Eighteen lines are allotted in 
this report, which includes 
an announcement for a first 
meeting “upon the grounds 
of the Delaware Cricket 
Club, at the head of Union 
Street” at 2pm that same 
day of publication. While a 
“meeting of the club for 
business” is held later in the 
evening at Reeve’s 

Photograph Room.  
 
In O.H. Bailey’s 1883 bird’s-eye View of Lambertville, remnants 
of the Delaware Cricket Club grounds are likely seen as an 
oval ring of trees beyond the factories at Union and Elm. Today 
these grounds are more familiar as the CVS pharmacy and 
accompanying open space at the corner of North Union and 
Cherry. Recently, plans were announced to develop the open 
space as a community park with mixed uses – perhaps some 
future commemoration or historic designation of these cricket 
and base ball grounds may be in order. 
 
Another week following, on August 4th, the newspaper reports 
that the first official “match game” of the “Logan Base Ball 
Club” will be played “on the Cricket grounds” that afternoon, 
with another team meeting the coming Monday, August 6th, 
again held at Reeve’s Photograph Room.  
 
Beyond a single photograph of a 1st Lt. William Egan of the 11th 
NJ Volunteers in the NJ Archives, attributed to J.C. Reeve, this 
researcher has yet to find any digital copies of Reeve’s 
images. With multiple team meetings held at the Photograph 
Room, one must have hope that an image or images of these 
early players may surface eventually. 
 
It seems likely the Reeve operated his daguerreotype studio in 
more than one location in Lambertville between 1855 and 
1865. In the March 1870 edition of The Philadelphia 
Photographer monthly journal, Reeve offers his gallery for sale 
“at about half its actual value” due to engagements in other 
business.  
 
On August 11th, The Beacon printed notice that the “Logan 
Base Ball Club will meet for play” at 2: 00 that afternoon, where 

“an interesting game is expected.”  Another “practice” is held 
on August 25th, and on September 1st the team again would 
“meet for play.”  

 

 
(Source: The Beacon newspaper, August 11, 1865) 
 
Several weeks then pass with no mention of meetings, 
practice, or match games. 
 
It is not until the summer of 1865 has neared its end, on 
September 22nd, the eve of the autumn equinox, when the 
“Logan Club of Lambertville” head to Belvidere for a “match 
game of base ball” against “the base ball club of that town.”  
 
The Beacon records no score for this first competitive match 
game against a rival club, but notes in its September 29th 
edition that “the Belvidere Base Ball Club came off victorious.”  
 
Of perhaps greater interest that week, at least among a certain 
segment of Lambertville residents, was news that the “married 
and single men of the Logan Base Ball Club” would play a 
match game that Saturday afternoon. Why the marital status of 
these ballists would be mentioned in print is as yet, unknown. 
However, one may surmise there was at least passing chance 
that a suitor might impress a fair onlooker with fancy skills on 
the field.   

 

 
(Source: The Beacon newspaper, September 29th 1865) 
 
In its final notice of base ball in 1865, on October 6th, The 
Beacon reports that “tomorrow (Saturday)” the Logan and 
Belvidere clubs would again meet for “a match game of base 
ball.” This time, Belvidere would travel south to Lambertville to 
compete at the “cricket grounds in this town,” and complete the 
home and away series.  
 
In total, from late July through October 1865, The Beacon 
reports on the exploits of the Lambertville Logan Base Ball 
Club on nine separate occasions, from its initial formation 
through the first competitive series with Belvidere. It would not 
mention the sport again until a May 4th announcement in 1866, 
expecting all members present at the club’s annual meeting 
held at the law offices of Theodore Abbott, Esquire. 
 
As we approach the 150th anniversary of many of these early 
milestones of the Logan Base Ball Club, it is this writer’s hope 
that interest in the modern vintage game may grow. For more 
information on the historical exploits of the original Logan club, 
or to join us on the field at an upcoming practice or match, visit 
https://www.facebook.com/LambertvilleLoganBBC or email 
lambertvillelogan@gmail.com.  
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LHS Calendar 
Sunday, October 4, 2:00 PM First Sunday walking tour of Lambertville. Starts at Marshall House, 60 

Bridge Street.  Free for members, $5 donation suggested for non-
members. 

Sunday, October 18 
11:00 AM-5:00 PM 

33rd Autumn House Tour.  See pages 1, 3 and 4 for details. 

Sunday, November 22 
2:00-6:00 PM 

2015 LHS Holiday CD Release Party and Concert 
Lambertville Hall, 57 Bridge St. 

Sunday. January 17 
2:00-4:00 PM 

Annual Meeting and presentation of historic interest (details in next issue) 
Phillip Pittore Justice Center, 25 S. Union St. 

Saturday, January 23 
5:30-8:00 PM 

Plein Air Silent Auction 
Rago Art & Auction Center, 333 N. Main St. at Cherry St. 

	
	
	

 

 
 

www.facebook.com/LambertvilleHistory 
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