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President’s	Message	
	

Our	annual	members	walking	 tour	and	social	were	a	great	 success.	 	Thank	you	 to	all	who	
attended	 on	 June	 7.	 	Many	 thanks	 to	 Laurie	 and	Mark	Weinstein	who	 generously	 opened	
their	home	and	porch	to	members.		Thanks	to	Kate	Breuning	and	Jeff	McVey	for	shepherding	
close	 to	 50	 members	 on	 the	 walking	 tour.	 	 And,	 finally,	 thanks	 to	 Mother	 Nature	 for	
providing	such	a	glorious	late-spring	day	for	our	events.		A	great	time	was	had	by	all!	
	
Work	continues	on	Marshall	House	with	repairs	to	the	roof,	gutters	and	most	noticeably	to	
visitors,	to	the	first	floor	exhibit	area.	
	
The	House	Tour	is	coming	up	on	Sunday,	October	18	and	we	are	in	full	swing	with	planning.	
We	need	volunteers	for	House	Tour	planning	committees	and	for	the	day	of	the	tour.		If	you	
would	 like	 to	 volunteer	 in	 any	 capacity,	 please	 contact	 us	 as	 soon	 as	 possible	 at	
info@lambertvillehistoricalsociety.org	or	call	609-397-0770.	
	
We	need	homes	 for	 the	Autumn	House	Tour.	 	 Please	nominate	your	home	or	 a	home	you	
would	 like	 to	 see	 on	 the	 tour.		 Our	 house	 tour	 committee	will	meet	with	 homeowners	 to	
discuss	the	particulars.	
	
We	 also	 upgraded	 Past	 Perfect,	 our	 museum	 database,	 which	 will	 add	 to	 our	 ability	 and	
flexibility	in	archiving	items.		We	have	begun	adding	to	our	collection,	which	will	eventually	
enhance	our	online	searching	capabilities.	
	
Have	a	wonderful	summer!	

 
Suzanne Gitomer 
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LHS 33rd Autumn House 
Tour 

Sunday, October 18th 
 

 

We’re Still Trying to GO GREEN 
LHS would like to send The Nugget to members by 
email where they can enjoy the full-color pdf version 
and have one less item to recycle. 

 

Several members signed up after the last issue and 
have responded positively to the on-line version. 

 
If you are interested, please write to 
info@LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org and let us know.	
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Our Mission 

The Lambertville Historical Society 
promotes, inspires, and encourages the 
preservation and appreciation of 
Lambertville’s architecture and history 
through education and community 
involvement, as well as preserving and 
maintaining the James Marshall Museum. 
The Marshall House is open from 1:00 to 
4:00 PM on weekends between Shad Fest 
(normally the last weekend in April) and the 
end of October.  Free admission. 
The Lambertville Historical Society received 
a General Operating Support grant from the 
New Jersey Historical Commission, a 
division of the Department of State. 
 

	
 
Photographing Historic Buildings  

Stephen P. Harris 
Photography by Stephen Harris 

www.sph-photo.com 
 
As a photographer, I look at the history around us perhaps in a 
different light. Take a walking tour and you see magnificent homes, 
a lot to take in. Yet do you see the details, the intricate 
craftsmanship of a bygone era. Don’t overlook the natural 
deterioration of the structure, peeling paint and rust.  There is an 
amazing beauty to be seen as you zoom in, and visit our history 
close up. 
 
There have been times when people have viewed my work and 
enjoyed the up-close textures, the detailed work found in old homes 
and buildings – and had no idea where I was.  This quarter’s photo 
tip is to capture a beautiful overall photo of a historical Lambertville 
home that you enjoy, and then dive in – get closer.  Explore the 
windows and arches, the railings and the old paint.  Many of our old 
homes have beautiful gardens, which can create an interesting 
foreground.  
 
The photo of the home gives your viewer context, and the close ups 
provide a real sense of the beautiful details that make up these fine 
old homes.  Enjoy your photographic exploration. 
 
The Lambertville Historical Society will be offering a photography 
workshop alongside our walking tours this Fall. Visit www.sph-
photo.com to learn more about our own local photography 
workshops. 
 
 

					 	
Perspectives on North Union Street (both photos: Stephen Harris). 
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The	Bus	Rolls	Through	Lambertville	
Fred	Eisinger	

	
The	much-maligned	bus	doesn’t	have	the	adventure	and	romance	
of	the	railroad	or	the	nostalgic	fun	of	a	trolley	car	but	it’s	helped	
us	go	places	for	more	than	90	years.	
	
Competing	with	both	of	 the	above	 forms	 in	getting	Lambertville	
residents	to	and	from	Trenton	and	points	between,	John	Wilkins	
began	service	in	1921,	and	soon	extended	it	to	Stockton	and	New	
Hope	 in	 1922	 and	 incorporated	 the	 company	 as	 the	 Trenton	 &	
Lambertville	 Bus	 Line,	 Inc.	 in	 1923.	 	 	 So	 until	 1924	 (when	 the	
trolley	 ended)	 there	 were	 three	 ways	 for	 residents	 to	 get	 to	
Trenton	 from	 Lambertville.	 	 In	 the	 midst	 of	 the	 Depression,	
Trenton	 &	 Lambertville	 oddly	 extended	 service	 to	 Baptistown,	
Frenchtown,	Milford	and	Easton	but	this	was	short-lived.	
	

	
Like most private bus companies, Trenton & Lambertville 
supplemented its passenger service with charters for groups and 
tourists and liked to tout itself as the “Delaware Valley Scenic Route” 
(as shown on the bus above). 
	

The	1944	schedule	(cover	at	
left)	 lists	 21	 buses	 each	
weekday	 in	each	direction	–	
more	than	twice	the	number	
of	 PRR	 Belvidere-Delaware	
trains	at	its	peak.			
	
Some	 younger	 readers	 or	
newcomers	 might	 question	
the	need	for	the	connections	
to	 Trenton.	 	 While	
Lambertville	 may	 have	 had	
all	 that	 its	 residents	
required,	Trenton	with	more	
than	25	times	the	population	
had	 far	 more	 amenities.	 	 It	
was	 the	 seat	 of	 state	
government,	 and	 at	 that	
time	 the	 bridge	 sign		
“Trenton	 Makes,	 the	 World	
Takes”	 had	 some	 meaning	
due	 to	 extensive	 and	 varied	
manufacturing.	 	 It	 included	
theatres,	large	hotels	like	the	
Hildebrecht	and	Stacy-Trent,	
major	 department	 stores	
such	 as	 Dunham’s,	 Nevius-
Voorhees,	 Yard’s	 and	
furniture	stores	like	Herman	
Spiegel.		

	
A great wartime photo of downtown Trenton at Broad and State Streets 
captures the commercial heart of what was what was then a thriving 
state capital. 
	
In	 addition	 to	 government	 and	 commerce,	 schools	 were	 also	 a	
destination	 for	 local	 residents.	 	 Cathedral	 High	 School	 and	
Trenton	Catholic	High	School	were	two	of	those	institutions	that	
educated	Lambertville	youth	and	 the	bus	played	a	major	role	 in	
getting	 them	 there	 and	 back.	 	 Life-long	 Lambertville	 resident	
Rosemary	Wooters	 (nee	 Fresco)	 shared	 her	 recollections	 about	
being	a	student	commuter.			
	
She	 would	 catch	 the	 8:00	 AM	 bus	 either	 downtown	 in	 front	 of	
The	 Chocolate	 Shop	 (Schmutz’s)	 at	 47	 Bridge	 Street	 (now	 the	
home	 of	 Sneddon’s)	 if	 she	 had	 time,	 or	more	 often	 right	 across	
from	her	home	on	South	Main	Street	(the	bus	would	stop	where	
“hailed”).	 	 She	 knew	 the	 bus	 driver	 as	 Joe	 and	 because	 he	 also	
drove	the	afternoon	return	trip	he	knew	where	the	students	got	
off.		At	the	time	she	attended,	Cathedral	was	all-girls	and	Trenton	
Catholic	 all	 boys.	 	 Other	 girls	 rode	 the	 bus	 only	 as	 far	 as	 Villa	
Victoria	in	Ewing,	which	unlike	the	others	is	still	an	active	school.	
	
Teenagers	weren’t	the	only	bus	passengers	as	there	were	people	
going	 to	 work	 in	 Trenton	 or	 to	 catch	 a	 train	 to	 New	 York,	
Philadelphia	 or	 elsewhere.	 	 On	 the	 return	 trip,	 it	 was	 mostly	
students	 and	 shoppers.	 	 Rosemary	 would	 also	 take	 the	 bus	 to	
shop	 on	 Saturdays	 with	 friends	 or	 family	 an	 activity	 probably	
familiar	to	many	other	city	residents	of	the	time..	
		

	
Rosemary Wooters recognized this post-war Ford Transit bus as one 
that she may have ridden on in the late 1950s and early 60s. 
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A Mack bus on the Trenton & Lambertville roster appears to have seen 
better days. 
	
Over	 the	 years,	 the	 company	 changed	 hands,	 first	 Blue	 Bus	 in	
1949	which	 itself	was	 taken	over	by	Starr	Transit	 in	 the	1950s.		
As	the	need	declined	with	more	households	having	one	if	not	two	
cars,	 service	 was	 gradually	 reduced	 (down	 to	 two	 daily	 round	
trips	 by	 1981).	 	 The	 company	 also	 tried	 limited	 trips	 from	
Washington	 Crossing	 through	 Lambertville	 and	 Stockton	 to	 the	
Olney	Avenue	station	of	the	Broad	Street	subway	in	Philadelphia	
–	an	85	minute	run.	 	The	two	daily	round	trips	in	1974	dropped	
to	only	one	by	1980.	
	

	
The Aerocoach Company built this unusual, but colorful, bus. 
	
After	 many	 attempts	 over	
the	 years,	 Starr	 finally	
succeeded	 in	 terminating	
its	 franchise	 in	 1984.	 NJ	
Transit	 took	 over	 the	
service	 by	 extending	 a	
Trenton	 local	 bus	 route	
(first	 the	 R,	 then	 S	 which	
was	 renamed	608	 in	 1990)	
with	 two	 round	 trips	 each	
weekday,	morning	 and	 late	
afternoon.	 	 This	 meager	
service	continued	until	June	
2006,	 when	 the	 last	
passenger	 link	 between	
Lambertville	 and	 Trenton	
was	 severed.	 	 I’m	 sure	 that	
not	 too	 many	 tears	 were	 shed	 but	 it	 ended	 155	 years	 of	
connection	(or	more	than	170	if	the	canal	is	considered).		
	

In	 1963,	 New	 Jersey’s	 largest	 bus	 company	 -	 Public	 Service	
Coordinated	 Transport	 (the	 Public	 Service	 bus)	 -	 began	 what	
would	 become	 today’s	 bus	 line	 with	 extremely	 limited	 service	
between	 New	 York	 and	 New	 Hope.	 In	 1972	 West	 Hunterdon	
Transit	 assumed	 the	 franchise,	 which	 in	 turn	 was	 bought	 by	
Trans-Bridge	Lines	in	1991.		
	
While	still	limited,	bus	service	to	New	York	has	increased	greatly	
over	the	years	from	one	bus	a	day	in	each	direction	in	the	1960s.	
Lambertville	 public	 transit	 options	 also	 include	 The	 Link,	
Hunterdon	 County’s	 Transportation	 system,	 which	 offers	
weekday,	on	demand,	cross	county	service.	
	

 
Lambertville	 is	 fortunate	 to	 still	 have	 a	 downtown	 stop	 for	 the	
Trans-Bridge	 buses	 that	 run	 from	 New	 York	 through	 town	 to	
Doylestown	 or	 Quakertown	 with	 some	 buses	 stopping	 at	
Newark-Liberty	Airport.	(Author’s	photo)	
 

Little	more	than	a	footnote	in	this	bus	history	was	the	Delaware	
River	Joint	Toll	Bridge	Commission’s	thoughtful	consideration	of	
pedestrians.		During	the	first	half	of	2004,	the	Commission	closed	
the	 New	 Hope-Lambertville	 Bridge	 on	 weekdays	 for	
reconstruction.	 	 Because	 the	 closure	 included	 the	 pedestrian	
walkway,	the	Commission	provided	a	free	shuttle	bus	(as	seen	in	
the	photo	above)	downtown	to	downtown	over	the	toll	bridge.	
 
 
Thanks	go	to	the	Motor	Bus	Society	II,	Inc.	for	all	the	photos	not	
otherwise	noted	and	to	Rosemary	Fresco	Wooters	for	taking	the	
time	to	share	her	memories	of	taking	the	bus	to	school.		
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Spring Happenings 
 
Shad Fest, April 25 and 26 

	
A blast from the past – this great old LHS sign hadn’t made the Shad 
Fest scene in many a year. 

	
Historic?  Yes, but not while not part of the LHS booth, member Scott 
Hengst (left) and friend sport vintage baseball uniforms for their team. 
 

 
Karen Taylor-Ogren (above) and Irene Rudolph and Jack McMillin 
(below) were among several volunteers who set up and broke down 
the booth and staffed it in addition to the Marshall House both inside 
and out.  Thanks to all! 

Members Walking Tour and Social, June 7 

	
Trustee Jeff McVey notes a point of interest on Church Street during 
his tour.  Because of the overwhelming interest, Kate Breuning also led 
a group but, unfortunately, there was no photographer to capture it. 
	

	
Whether in the garden (above) or on the porch (below) members 
enjoyed food, drink, conversation and the beautiful surroundings on a 
lovely afternoon. 

	
	

Welcome	New	Members	
Colm	Quinn	and	family	

Barbara	&	Bill	Austin	(welcome	back)	
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LHS Calendar 
Sunday, July 5, 2:00 PM also 
August 2 
September 6 
and October 4 

First Sunday walking tour of Lambertville. Starts at Marshall House, 60 
Bridge Street.  Free for members, $5 donation suggested for non-
members. 

September (date to be announced) Children’s Historic Walking Tour.  An email will go out to all members 
when the date is finalized.  Also check the LHS website for updates.  
www.LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org 

Sunday, October 18 
11:00 AM-5:00 PM 

Autumn House Tour.  Full coverage will appear in the Autumn issue of The 
Nugget. 

	
	
	

 

 
 

www.facebook.com/LambertvilleHistory 
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