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President’s Message
Of the Historical Society’s several informative and enjoyable annual events, none is more anticipated than the Autumn
House Tour which attracts visitors from New York to Philadelphia and many points in between and even beyond. It is
also the event that requires the most hands to make it the success that it has been and validates Forbes magazine’s
finding Lambertville among the nations prettiest town’s (last year) and one of Travel + Leisure’s “quirkiest” (this year).
This year’s tour, our 32nd, will take place on Sunday, October 19, from 11:00 AM to 5:00 PM, and features five homes
(each a gem in its own right) and seven historic sites, including the newly renovated/restored Bridge Street House Guest House and Gallery, Gary O’Connor’s architectural design center at the Porkyard and Lambertville Hall.
As always, we thank our homeowners for their kindness, opening their homes to the public and sharing their stories
with tour goers. We couldn’t have a house tour without their generosity! In addition, thanks go to LHS members and
many others in the area who donate their time and effort to make the house tour happen. More than 100 house tour
volunteers serve in a variety of roles such as docents in homes, ticket sellers, and even making sure that signage and
home traffic flow work smoothly.
For more information about the house tour visit www.lambertvillehistoricalsociety.org. Advance sale tickets may be
purchased through that website or from the following local merchants: Blue Raccoon, City Market, Homestead Farm
Market, Lambertville Trading Company, River Queen Artisans Gallery, Phillips’ Fine Wines in Stockton and Farley’s
Bookshop in New Hope as well as at the Marshall House, 60 Bridge Street (weekends 1:00 to 4:00 PM). Remember,
LHS members pay the $20 advance purchase price at all times.
I look forward to seeing you on October 19th !

Suzanne Gitomer

32nd Autumn House Tour, Sunday, October 19th
see above and pages 3-4 for full details

http://officialnj350.com/
http://www.hunterdon300th.org/

Home Renovation Panel
Sunday, November 2
2:00 to 4:00 PM
A panel of three former house tour participants will
discuss their experiences in renovating their homes.
Lambertville House, Coryell Room, 32 Bridge St.
Free for members - $5 for non-members.

Join us for the
2014 LHS Holiday CD Release
Party and Concert
Saturday, November 23
YMAC, 65 Wilson Street
2:00 to 6:00 PM

A Changing Corner –
41-43 N. Union Street at Coryell
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The circa 1850 brick building at the southwest corner or N. Union and Coryell Streets
has accommodated a variety of commercial concerns on its first floor over the years:
drug store, grocery, candy store on one side and always dry goods on the other. Above
we see John C. and Frank Holcombe around the turn of the last century.
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Our Mission

In an effort to hold on to customers who were lured to larger stores in malls and
elsewhere, local merchants attempted to make their properties more appealing by
“modernizing” them in the 1960s and 70s. This 1980 photo from the D&R Canal
Commission Historic Structures Survey, shows the shake awning and stone beneath the
windows in this effort. The occupant at the time was J.H. Anderson Dry Goods.

The Lambertville Historical Society promotes,
inspires, and encourages the preservation
and
appreciation
of
Lambertville’s
architecture and history through education
and community involvement, as well as
preserving and maintaining the James
Marshall Museum.
The Marshall House is open from 1:00 to 4:00
pm on weekends between ShadFest
(normally the last weekend in April) and the
end of October. Free admission.
The Lambertville Historical Society received a
General Operating Support grant from the
New Jersey Historical Commission, a division
of the Department of State.
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A few years ago the current owners renovated the building in a more historically
sensitive manner. Reflecting 21st century Lambertville it now houses an art gallery, a
financial adviser with real estate offerings and historic photographs in the windows.
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Autumn House Tour, Sunday, October 19, 11:00 AM to 5:00 PM – see lambertvillehistoricalsociety.org as well as the
president’s message on the first page for more information. Each of this year’s homes is unique, displaying the owner’s
loving restoration which reflect both the past and present.
and peg joints. The building was finally saved and converted into
a two-family home in the early 1990s.

This 1873 Victorian with Italianate influences was beautifully
restored over the past year by its new owners. Their love and
pride in the home continues the care of the original family which
kept it through multiple generations for 100 years. The eclectic
furnishings include many items original to the house.

This house was built as a grand duplex in 1868 in a mix of federal
and Victorian styles with Italianate accents, commonly termed
vernacular. A large front porch originally graced the entrance but
after being gone for many years, was restored in the 1980s.

Built around 1847, this home began its existence as a grist mill and
was repurposed as a carpentry shop and stables, a meat market
and a paint store. Made of post and beam construction, popular
for large buildings in the eighteenth and early nineteenth
centuries, it features hand-hewn oak beams with mortise, tenon

This smart-looking 19th century vernacular duplex was
constructed about 1873 for the son and daughter of celebrated
Lambertville builder Cornelius Arnett. The house remained
relatively unchanged until 1995 when substantial renovations
were undertaken. A colonial revival porch featuring round
columns with Doric capitals offers an uncluttered welcome to this
elegant town home.
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Behind the custom-built Victorian front door lie treasures in a
circa 1890 worker’s home. Located on a quiet lane, the small gem
- less than 1,000 square feet - contains a lifetime of memories, art,
antiques and found items reflecting a travel diary of the owner’s
lifelong wanderings and passions.
Additional sites are properties that, in one way or another,
provided support services to the city’s residents. Here are three of
the seven on the 2014 tour. Each has undergone significant
renovation.

A vernacular with Italianate influences built circa 1850, this was
originally a semi-detached townhome and became a bed and
breakfast in 1983. It has recently gone through a major
transformation, including restoration of the building’s façade
repainting with period colors. It is now a guesthouse with four
rooms and an associated contemporary art gallery in front and the
artworks are also principal components in the décor of each of the
guest rooms

Commercial activity at this location dates back to the late
eighteenth century when boats on the Delaware River pulled up to
the shore laden with lumber and supplies. This building,
constructed around 1915, originally housed a sausage factory and,
more recently, an art gallery. During the last year, the space has
been totally revamped to meet the needs of its current occupant, a
design studio.
Philip and Sarah Marshall, the parents of James Marshall who is
celebrated as the discoverer of gold at Sutter’s Mill in California in
1848, were two of the five founders of the original church built on
this site in 1825. The cornerstone of the present Romanesque
Revival Style was laid in 1868. After the church relocated to a
smaller facility a non-profit foundation purchased the building and
undertook major restoration and repairs. It now serves as an
educational center for students of the arts. This year marks the
repurposed building’s first year on the Lambertville House Tour.
The Nugget – Autumn 2014
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Welcome New Members
Steve Chernoski & family
Lawrence LaFevre
Steve Stegman
Winifred Weiss & family
William Zentmayer

Cheers to the Bridge – September 13
The sunless sky, which was often full of rain, did not keep
more than 100 people from celebrating the 200 th
anniversary of the bridge crossing on Saturday,
September 13. They viewed the video “The New Hope
Lambertville Bridge – Connecting Two Towns, Spanning
Two Centuries,” watched river activities, looked at the
photographic past and enjoyed the view from the beautiful
Lambertville Station Riverside Ballroom and many took
advantage of docent-led historics tours of the bridge, both
walking and seated.
The LHS wishes to thank the New Hope Historical
Society, the SPLASH steamboat organization, the Swan
Creek Rowing Club, the Inn at Lambertville Station, and
the many volunteers that made this event possible.

Joe Donnelly of the Delaware River Joint Toll Bridge
Commission (and LHS member) leads the first group of hardy
walkers on an historic tour of the bridge’s history. As the rain
grew heavier, participants enjoyed leaders’ talks from chairs in
a protected area with a view of the bridge.

A sampling of the associated river events going on with our
celebration – the steamboat SPLASH is about to be overtaken
by members of the Swan Creek Rowing Club.

A fraction of the more than 100 visitors that braved the elements
to enjoy the varied offerings at the Cheers to Our Bridge
celebration.

New Hope mayor Larry Keller hands off the microphone to our
mayor – Dave DelVecchio during some brief remarks and the
reading of the resolutions passed by each municipality’s
governing body.

Joe Donnelly honors F. Arthur Develin, Jr., grandson of the
current bridge’s designer, with A DRJTBC mug and hardhat as
LHS president, Suzanne Gitomer, looks on.
Photos on this page – John Costanzo
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LHS Calendar
Sunday, October 5
2:00 PM

Walking tour of Lambertville. Starts at the Marshall House, 60 Bridge St.

Sunday, October 19
11:00 AM to 5:00 PM

32nd Autumn House Tour – see pages 3 and 4.

Sunday, November 2
2:00 – 4:00 PM

Home Renovation Panel – Owners of three distinctively different types of
homes in town will present and discuss their experiences in renovation.
Lambertville House, Coryell Room, 32 Bridge Street

Sunday, November 23
2:00 to 6:00 PM

LHS 2014 Holiday CD Concert
YMAC, 65 Wilson Street

Saturday, January 17
6:00 to 9:00 PM

Plein Air Art Auction
Rago Art & Auction Center, 333 N. Main St. at Cherry St.

Sunday, January 25
2:00 to 4:00 PM

LHS Annual Meeting and program on architectural trends in Lambertville.
Lambertville House – details in the next issue of The Nugget.

www.facebook.com/LambertvilleHistory

www.twitter.com/LambertvilleHS

Lambertville Historical Society
P.O. Box 2, 60 Bridge Street
Lambertville, NJ 08530
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