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President’s Message 

So far, 2014 has been a busy year and a busy spring in Lambertville, Hunterdon County and throughout New Jersey.  
LHS has been actively involved in the many anniversary events celebrating the 350th anniversary of New Jersey and 
the 300th anniversary of Hunterdon County (check out the URLs for each below).  We hope you were able to view the 
three quilts we had on display in April as part of the exhibition, “Common Threads: Quilting Traditions in Hunterdon 
County, NJ”.  There have been a plethora of speakers, picnics, parades, concerts and many events throughout the 
County and NJ to commemorate these anniversaries and we encourage you to watch for many more events coming 
up throughout 2014. Go to hunterdon300th.org to view event listings or watch for announcements in our local 
newspapers. 
 
More anniversaries….. An LHS highlight this spring was our annual membership social on June 8 at which we 
recognized the wonderful work of Jim Amon, former executive director of the Delaware & Raritan Canal Commission 
who spearheaded a group effort in Lambertville to complete the Historic District Survey back in 1983, thirty years ago. 
Yet another anniversary to commemorate!  This major undertaking resulted in the official designation of Lambertville 
on the National Register of Historic Places, which has had a dramatic positive impact on our town.  Architect David 
Gibson of New York City, who created the methodology for listing all of the buildings in town at that time, joined us at 
the membership social to explain what the project entailed.  Many, many thanks to Barbara and John Hencheck, also 
part of the Historic Registry group in the 1980s, who helped create the day’s program. We are forever grateful to Jim 
Amon, John and Barbara Hencheck, David Gibson and the many others in town who put so much work into solidifying 
our place in history. 
 
Don’t forget to mark your calendar for yet another anniversary event on Saturday, September 13 - “Cheers to the 
Bridge” - marking the 200th anniversary of the New Hope-Lambertville Bridge.  See the box below for details.  And, of 
course, don’t forget to mark your calendar for the LHS Autumn House Tour on Sunday, October 19th! 

Suzanne Gitomer 

 
 
 
 

http://www.hunterdon300th.org/ 

 
http://officialnj350.com/ 

 

 

Cheers to the Bridge 
As part of the commemoration of 200 years of our crossing, the Lambertville Historical Society will host an open house at 
the beautiful, new Riverside Ballroom at the Inn at Lambertville Station which graciously donated the space.  The festivities 
will take place on Saturday, September 13 from 1:00 to 3:30 PM and will include displays documenting the bridge’s 
history along with docent-led tours.  If you would like to raise a glass in the bridge’s honor, there will be a cash bar available.   

So please join us for this free, fun and informative event for a piece of engineering and history that continues to be a part 
of all of our lives. 

 

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hunterdon300th.org&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGPeLe8F7gs90T_dMrTgbFKeHnSRA


The Nugget – Summer 2014 2 

 
 

 
 

Lambertville Historical Society 
P.O. Box 2 

60 Bridge Street 
Lambertville, NJ 08530 

609-397-0770 
 

www.LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org 
 

Officers 

 President Suzanne Gitomer 

 Vice President Irene Rudolph 

 Treasurer Laurie Weinstein 

 Secretary Naomi Drew 
  

Trustees 

Lauren Braun-Strumfels  Ursula Mento 

Fred Eisinger   Liz Riegel 

Loren Hurwitz   Karen Taylor-Ogren 

Jeff McVey   Mark Weinstein 

Michael Menche    Vanessa Zeoli 

 

The Nugget is the quarterly newsletter of 
the Lambertville Historical Society. 

Editor:  Fred Eisinger 

 
 

Our Mission 

The Lambertville Historical Society promotes, 
inspires, and encourages the preservation 
and appreciation of Lambertville’s 
architecture and history through education 
and community involvement, as well as 
preserving and maintaining the James 
Marshall Museum. 

The Marshall House is open from 1:00 to 4:00 
pm on weekends between ShadFest 
(normally the last weekend in April) and the 
end of October.  Free admission. 

The Lambertville Historical Society received a 
General Operating Support grant from the 
New Jersey Historical Commission, a division 
of the Department of State. 
 

July-September Dates  
in Lambertville History 

 
July 1777 – General George Washington stayed at the Holcombe 
House (still a private residence on North Main Street) prior to the 
Battle of Germantown. 
 
August 1881 – First flush toilet in Lambertville installed in the 
home of Hugh B. Ely, railroad treasurer, at 60 Bridge Street (the 
Marshall House!). 
 
September 12, 1814 – The first bridge between Lambertville and 
New Hope was declared “ready for crossing” (see article on pages 4 
and 5). 
 
September 21, 1924 – Last trolley ran to Trenton from 
Lambertville.  The service lasted little more than 19 years. 
 

 

In Memoriam: Phillip L. Pittore 
 

 
 

We don’t normally acknowledge deaths, not even those of a father of a 
member but in a very real sense Phil Pittore can be called the father of 
modern Lambertville.  As local historian Jim Mastrich wrote in letters 
to the editor, “He was one of the cornerstones of the resurgence of 
Lambertville that we are all enjoying the benefits of today.”   
 
Phil Pittore served on numerous civic and government organizations 
including a long stint as city commissioner and mayor during 
Lambertville’s most difficult times.  He sought federal funding and 
advocated city improvements that helped draw more restaurants, 
businesses and eventually, visitors to town.  He was also instrumental 
in changing the city’s form of government from a commission to the 
current mayor/council type. 
 
In July 2013, the city recognized the life-long resident’s service by 
naming the municipal court the Phillip L. Pittore Justice Center.  His 
family carries on his civic dedication and his name and 
accomplishments live on in Lambertville. 
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Shad Festival 2014 
 

 
Irene Rudolph and Jack McMillin are two of the many volunteers that 
helped staff the LHS table during Shad Fest weekend April 26-27 
providing information and answering questions. 

 

 
Lauren Braun-Strumfels stopped by the LHS table in preparation for her 
wonderful child-oriented historic walking tour the following afternoon.  
Walking tours for adults were offered on both days. 

New Member Tour and Reception 
 

 
On May 18, the LHS invited new members to a tour of the Marshall 
House, a walking tour of town and an enjoyable reception in one of our 
town’s grandest homes.  Above, Trustees Karen Taylor-Ogren (left) and 
Liz Riegel chat history with new member David Blackwell. 

 

Membership Social Honoring Jim Amon 
 

 
Besides being a relaxed get together, this year’s membership social had 
a very specific purpose – to honor Jim Amon for his role as executive 
director of the Delaware & Raritan Canal Commission and in getting 
Lambertville included on the New Jersey and National Registers of 
Historic Places.  In his introduction of Amon, architect David Gibson 
provided a brief but comprehensive history of the project in the early 
1980s which also included the invaluable Historic Structures Survey.   
 
Pictured above from the left are David Gibson, Jim Amon, John 
Hencheck and Barb Hencheck, each of whom played a vital role in 
Lambertville’s designation. 

 

 
Welcome New Members 

 
Kim Ward Bacso, River Valley Realty 

Vivian Bercier & family 
Kate & John Kerrigan 

Karen Riedeburg & Dennis Tafoya  
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200 Years of a River Crossing 
(adapted from a Delaware River Joint Toll Bridge Commission 

article – images are from the LHS archive except where noted) 

 

The year is 1812. The United States is at war with Great Britain. 

Napolean's army is retreating in Russia. And the waltz is 

gaining popularity in English ballrooms despite alarmists who 

declare the dance form to be disgusting and immoral. 

 

It was upon this backdrop  more than 200 years ago that the 

Pennsylvania legislature gave final approval to a special act 

authorizing the creation of a private company that would later 

go on to build a shareholder-owned toll bridge between the 

Delaware River communities of New Hope, PA and today’s 

Lambertville. 

 

It took another 21 months to construct the bridge before it was 

declared “ready for crossing” on September 12, 1814. But when 

it opened, it immediately became a more convenient and 

reliable travel alternative to the ferries that previously operated 

between the two communities. It was the fourth bridge to carry 

people, horses, and livestock between the two states, opening 

only a few months after the Centre Bridge-Stockton 

crossing initiated service slightly more than three miles 

upstream.  Both bridges soon competed for travelers and 

commerce using the York Road linking Philadelphia and New 

York. 

 

"Agitation" to construct a bridge had already been underway for 

several years when legislative approval was finally granted in 

1812. The New Jersey legislature went first by approving the 

special legislative act on January 20, 1812. The concurring act 

on the part of the Pennsylvania Legislature was approved 

December 12, 1812. 

 

This act authorized the bridge company to operate under the 

title of "The President and Managers of the New Hope 

Delaware Bridge Company," and at the same time permitted the 

company to engage in banking operations. 

 

 
A view of Lambertville with the original covered bridge on the right c. 1840. 

 

The original act provided for an authorized capital stock of 

$50,000 divided into 1,000 shares of $50 each, with the 

provision that this amount could be increased to such a sum as 

might be deemed advisable, providing the original amount 

should not be sufficient to complete the bridge. 

 

The act contained the provisions common to all the charters of 

the earlier bridges across the river: that three years after the 

bridge's completion, the company should lay its accounts before 

the legislatures and if it should appear that the net earnings were 

insufficient to produce a return of 6 percent upon the invested 

capital, then the tolls could be increased to such amounts as 

would produce this rate return upon the invested capital. 

 

In February 1813, the fledgling bridge company entered into a 

$50,000 contract with Lewis Wernwag, Joseph Johnson and 

Samuel Stackers to construct the bridge as designed by chief 

engineer Wernwag, a pioneering American bridge designer of 

that era. His design originally called for an uncovered wooden 

structure, but it was later outfitted with a roof and wooden sides. 

 

In building the structure, Wernwag required all timbers to be 

sawed through the heart to "detect unsound wood, and to reduce 

the greatest width of a stick to six inches." 

 

According to the book Bridges over the Delaware River by 

Frank T. Dale, Wernwag used iron bracings extensively in the 

structure, "a practice that was 75 years ahead of its time..." 

 

Construction was completed September 12, 1814 and the bridge 

was declared “ready for crossing.” The company's records state 

the cost of building the original bridge was $67,936.37. 

 

 
1877 toll schedule (from M&L Weinstein collection) 
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The bridge remained in service until the flood of January 8, 

1841, when the three spans closest to New Jersey were washed 

away. The reconstructed bridge consisting of new wooden 

covered sections remained in service until October 10, 1903, 

when it was destroyed by the infamous "Pumpkin Flood."  It 

was referred to that way due to the numerous pumpkins swept 

from fields bobbing on the river. 

 

 
The repaired covered bridge c. 1900. 

 

 

 
The Lambertville portal of the bridge looking west from the D&R Canal. 

 

 
The remains of the covered bridge after the 1903 flood looking toward New 

Hope. 

 

The current steel Pratt truss bridge at the site also was 

constructed by private investors and designed by R.G. Devlin. 

It opened to traffic in 1904. The bridge continues in service to 

this day, operating on many of the original masonry piers that 

were constructed nearly 200 years ago.  The northern half of the 

new bridge was reinforced to accommodate the extra weight of 

a streetcar which connected Lambertville and New Hope with 

Trenton between June 1905 and September 1924.  

 

Few of today's bridge users may realize this, but the New Hope-

Lambertville crossing has operated longer as a toll bridge than 

it has as a non-toll bridge. Tolls were charged by private 

shareholders from September 1814 to December 30, 1919 - a 

span of 105 years. The crossing was purchased by the two states 

on December 31, 1919, and immediately freed of tolls, an 
event commemorated the following January 3 with 
celebratory sounding of factory whistles in Lambertville 
and New Hope. It has operated as a non-toll bridge ever 
since - a span of nearly 95 years. 
 

 
The bridge, reflected on a calm Delaware, with a streetcar heading for New 

Hope and Trenton. 

 

Under public ownership, the bridge initially was maintained 

and operated by a predecessor agency to the Delaware River 

Joint Toll Bridge Commission. Upon the Commission's formal 

creation in December 1934, it then assumed the bridge's 

management and operation responsibilities.  Its predecessor 
agency was the appropriately-named Joint Commission for 
Elimination of Toll Bridges -- Pennsylvania-New Jersey. 
 

The bridge was operated with tax revenues from the two states 

from December 31, 1919 to July 1, 1987, when the two states 

transferred ownership outright to the Commission and directed 

the agency to operate and maintain the bridge without tax 

subsidies, using a portion of the proceeds from the agency's 

seven toll bridges instead. This is the reason the bridge's official 

name is now the New Hope-Lambertville Toll-Supported 

Bridge. 

 

The New Hope Historical Society took the lead in sponsoring a 

video documenting the crossing's 200th anniversary and the 

LHS, with NHHS, will commemorate the occasion with an 

open house and tours on Saturday, September 13 (see page 1). 
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LHS Calendar 
Sundays, July 6 , August 3, 
September 7, and October 5 

2:00 PM 

Walking tour of Lambertville.  Starts at the Marshall House, 60 Bridge St. 

Saturday, September 13 

1:00 to 3:30 PM 

Cheers to the Bridge – Open House in Celebration of the 200th Anniversary 
of the New Hope-Lambertville crossing (see box on page 1), Inn at 
Lambertville Station, Riverside Ballroom. 

Sunday, October 19 

11:00 AM to 5:00 PM 

32nd Autumn House Tour – tickets available after Labor Day. 

 Mark Your Calendar 

Sunday, November 2 Home Renovation Panel – details in the Autumn issue of The Nugget
 Mark Your Calendar 

 
 
 
 

          
 

     www.facebook.com/LambertvilleHistory    www.twitter.com/LambertvilleHS 
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