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President’s Message
LHS Membership Appeal
We reached out and you responded! This spring the Lambertville Historical Society board conducted a membership appeal
aimed at local and regional “friends” of the Historical Society and James Marshall House Museum, those who have attended
events, volunteered or otherwise enjoy the historic character of Lambertville. We haven’t conducted a membership drive
like this in many years, and the response was excellent! More than 50 new memberships have poured in and more join
daily. We cannot thank you enough for this kind of support!
Joining LHS is a win-win relationship: Members receive benefits toward our programs and events; Marshall House
Museum and LHS are assured of financial support needed to maintain the nearly 200 year-old structure, to keep the
museum up and running and present vital and informative community programs. With the cost of operating a free
museum rising and government and grant support declining, your membership is key. As an expression of our gratitude,
LHS sponsored its first new member social in May and hopes to make this an annual event.
On to the Autumn House Tour....
Now that a very successful Membership Appreciation Social on June 23 has passed (see photos on page 5), LHS will focus
on its 31st annual Autumn House Tour on Sunday, October 20. Please mark your calendar and plan to let us know if you
can volunteer for this important community event that showcases our lovely town.
This is what we call “house hunting” season at LHS. If you are willing to put your home on the house tour or want to
nominate a Lambertville home for the tour, please email us at lhs1816@verizon.net or call 609-397-0770. Needless to
say, without the generosity of homeowners who invite the public in, we can’t have a house tour. Any suggestions are
appreciated.
Enjoy these pleasant summer months!

Suzanne Gitomer
Welcome New and Returning Members
Ray & Mary Jane Aklonis
Jaclyn Baron & Vince Uhl
Linda Blacken
George & Mary Margaret Carter
Jennifer Case & Paul Keller
Debbie & Ed Closson
Karen & Mark Conlon
Ron Cusano & Sandy Mishkin
Jud Davidson
Judy Detrano
Andrea Dinan & John Molenari
Thomas Florek
Elsa Gallagher
William & Sara Gibson
John & Jillian Gloistein
Marfy Goodspeed & Dick Zimmer
Shirah & Peter Gray
Elizabeth Griffin

Elissa & Richard Halperin
Jim Hamilton
Sandra & Gary Harris
Mary Sue Henefin & Howard W. Hardy III
Scott Hengst & Filomena Brogna
Roberta & Terrence Hurley
Carlos Iglesias & Christopher Howatt
Marie Leithauser
Pat & Tony Lockwood
Barbara Lovrinic
Maryanne Lyons
Robert Mason
George McAlevey & Will Donnelly
Bill McKelvey
Kathleen Mulvaney
James Murray
Gary O’Connor

Nikki Onorati & Garrett Richardson
Mary Jean Palko
Helen Pettit
Scott Pfundt & Victoria Roland
Debbie Pisacreta
Amy Raditz & Ken Bogen
Maryann Ranson
Michele & Joe Schenk
Kristina Scholz
Elizabeth Shufflebottom
Elizabeth Simon
Sue Smith and Christine Lynch
Peter Sordan & Patrick Ashton
Karen Stark
Brian & Piper Trelstad
Alan & Mindi Turin
Barbara Walsh & Jeff Tittel
Roy Ziegler & Chuck Tarr

Some Sights No Longer Seen – September 29, 1960
While searching our archives to fulfill an information request, I came
across the remarkable photo on page three (opposite). Much of
Lambertville has changed very little during the half century since this
image was taken. A quick look will show a lot of familiar buildings,
although some now serve different purposes. However, I’ll focus on
some of the differences in town since 1960 that are visible in the photo.
So pull out that magnifying glass and join me on a trip through the heart
of Lambertville of more than 50 years ago.
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Our Mission
The Lambertville Historical Society
promotes, inspires, and encourages the
preservation
and
appreciation
of
Lambertville’s architecture and history
through education and community
involvement, as well as preserving and
maintaining
the
James
Marshall
Museum.
The Marshall House is open from 1:00 to
4:00 pm on weekends between
ShadFest (normally the last weekend in
April) and the end of November. Free
admission.
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Bridge Street runs from top to bottom through the center of the photo and
moving up to the first intersection - Union Street - we see two buildings
on the right side (southwest corner) next to the Hunterdon National Bank
(today’s Wells Fargo). They were destroyed by fire and the space now
serves as the bank’s drive-through and our “city square.”
At the northeast corner (far left) we find the A&P, which was still a few
years away from relocating to a yet-to-be-built shopping center on Cherry
Street. The open expanse a few doors to the left is the site of the Mackler
Building, discussed in the last issue of The Nugget. The lot had been
cleared but not yet set up as a parking lot. Out of view on the right on
South Union Street is the Acme Supermarket. It continued at that
location until January 1997 (another market had a very brief run the
following year). The city bought and renovated the building and it is now
the Phillip L. Pittore Justice Center and home of the Acme Screening
Room. The LHS also holds its annual meeting and other events at the
Center.
In the middle of the photo on the left side of the street is St. John the
Evangelist R.C. Church and the large stone structure just past it is the
old St. John’s school which served students at that site since 1883.
Between the school and Bridge Street is the Marshall House, which,
along with the building next to it, served as the convent for the nuns who
taught at the school. Notice the extension in the back of the building (in
the steeple’s shadow), which housed a large kitchen and sleeping
porches (both long since removed in the gut renovation after the building
was given to the State of New Jersey). The lot for the “new” (1967)
school on Main Street has not yet been cleared.
At the intersection with Main Street are three gas stations, two of which
continue to serve the community today; the third was converted to a
convenience store in the 1980s. To the right at 6 Lilly Street is the Moose
Home (the former Lilly Mansion and today’s library). The parking lot at
Main and Lilly has not yet eaten into the Home’s lawn. On the extreme
right of the photo between Main and Union streets we see a circular
figure – a gas tank. An 1883 rendering of Lambertville shows a different
tank at the same location, so it served that purpose for quite some time.
Today it is the site of the Hibernia Apartments.
Aerial photographs are a little unusual. However, many of us may have
street scene shots where the town is the star or where it served as
background for photos of friends and family. If you would like to share
some historic (pre-1980) Lambertville views with us to use in our
archives, we would be happy to accept scans or scan them for you.
Please
call
609-397-0770
or
email
info@LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org. Thanks.
– Fred Eisinger
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Student Wins Award Based, In Part, on
Marshall House Work

Congratulations to Shai and well as to his professor,
Lauren!

Last year, Lauren Braun-Strumfels combined her
academic role with that of LHS board member by having
a few of her students at Raritan Valley Community
College work in our archives as part of a wide variety of
community support programs. One student has been
recognized for his efforts including those performed at
the Marshall House. Below are excerpts from the article
in the Messenger-Gazette.
Raritan Valley Community College (RVCC) student
Shaishav Desai has been selected to receive Campus
Compact’s 2013 Newman Civic Fellows Award. The
Raritan resident joins the Newman Civic Fellows class of
2013, composed of 181 student leaders representing
Campus Compact member colleges and universities from
36 states and Washington, DC.
The award honors student leaders committed to creating
lasting change in communities throughout the country. It
was created in honor of Dr. Frank Newman, one of
Campus Compact’s founders, who was a tireless
advocate for the role of higher education in preparing
students for active and engaged citizenship.
Desai, 21, a second-year student at RVCC, has become
involved in several curricular and co-curricular community
outreach programs that address hunger, homelessness,
health, financial literacy and historical research.

RVCC student Shaishav Desai participates in a service learning project
at the James Wilson Marshall House on behalf of the Lambertville
Historical Society. Photo – Messenger-Gazette

_____________________________________
LHS Events
Book Talk – April 21, 2013
LHS
member
and
former president Sharon
Bisaha took us through
th
the late 19 century with
readings from her book
In the Beacon Light –
Lambertville, NJ 18601900 accompanied by a
PowerPoint
display.
Attendees
found
Sharon’s
talk
quite
informative and left
them wanting more,
which she was able to
accommodate by the
sale of her book.
Copies
are
also
available for purchase in

Through his service learning and civic engagement
activities, Desai has assisted community organizations in
meeting their goals; has helped disadvantaged
populations improve the quality of their lives; and has
offered other students the opportunity to gain new
perspectives by interacting with and helping others.
While at RVCC, Desai has been actively involved in
several curricular and co-curricular community outreach
programs offered at the College, including the Service
Learning program, Student Government, the Enactus
Club and Relay For Life. As part of his participation in the
academic course Plants, Humans and the Environment,
Desai served at the local nonprofit My Neighbor’s Garden;
his efforts included helping to raise money and food
donations for disadvantaged populations.
Desai also participated in a service learning project at the
James Wilson Marshall House on behalf of the
Lambertville Historical Society through his US History:
Beginnings to 1877 course. Desai assessed and
catalogued a large collection of old bank books,
researching their relative value and use by researchers.
Desai’s participation in the Service Learning program
enabled him to apply his classroom knowledge while
learning about different community issues and helping
community organizations.

4

the Marshall House.
Unfortunately, because we were all so engaged in the
presentation, no one thought to take pictures. However,
because of its appeal, and that of the LHS, we gained
three new members at the event.
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Shad Fest – April 27-28, 2013

It’s never too early to promote the Autumn House Tour (October 20).
Tickets will be available online and at local merchants after Labor Day.

The old-fashioned photo op was popular with both the public and LHS
members alike.

New Member Cocktail Party – May 18, 2013

Trustees and new members get acquainted. Thanks go to Laurie (above
left) and Mark Weinstein for hosting in their gracious home.

Friendly people, beautiful surroundings, tasty nibbles and, of course,
glasses of wine made this a great afternoon.

Summer Membership Social – June 23, 2013

Whether in crowded quarters or…………….

….... in quiet corners (well, relatively quiet) our 82 attendees enjoyed the
event immensely.
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LHS Calendar
Sunday, July 7
Sunday, August 4
Sunday, September 1

Town tours leave the Marshall House at 2:00 pm. Free but
donations are welcomed. The docent-led tour, takes about 7590 minutes, and goes through the heart of Lambertville,
including both residential and commercial blocks touching on
matters of architectural and historic interest.

Sunday, October 6
Sunday, October 20
11:00 am to 5:00 pm

Mark your calendar now for the always wonderful Autumn House
Tour. Tickets will be available at the Marshall House, at local
merchants and online after Labor Day.

www.facebook.com/LambertvilleHistory

www.twitter.com/LambertvilleHS

Lambertville Historical Society
P.O. Box 2, 60 Bridge Street
Lambertville, NJ 08530
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