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President’s Message
If you’re a Lambertville Historical Society member (and if you’re reading this newsletter odds are that you are), you know
that we have been increasing our LHS programs. We hope you had the opportunity to participate in our recent activities,
but if you couldn’t get to all of them, here’s a brief review (photos for each appear on page 5).
Our hurricane-delayed but still timely Home Renovation Panel program on January 6th proved quite popular and helpful
to most attendees. Thanks to the panel: Judy Detrano, Mary & Rich Freedman and Jen and Colin Mohr without whose
interesting tales, PowerPoint presentations and responses to questions, the program would not have been possible.
Two weeks later, at our annual meeting, we elected a new board, and about 80 LHS members and members of the public
enjoyed a program on Lambertville’s varied transportation history. Fred Eisinger, our resident transit maven, was our
presenter and covered the road from Indian trails to the Belvidere Delaware Railroad to Trans-Bridge Bus lines and many
stops in between.
Rounding out January (it was a busy month) on the evening of the 26th, we held our En Plein Air silent auction of the
beautiful works created by local artists in conjunction with our 30th Autumn House Tour. More than 200 people filled the
Rago Arts & Auction Center for this first-ever fundraiser, benefiting the Lambertville Historical Society and James Marshall
House Museum. Guests enjoyed food, drinks and live music, while bidding on 33 paintings produced by 23 New Jersey and
Pennsylvania plein air artists. Thanks go to the artists, musicians, commercial sponsors and the many volunteers that made
this event a great success!
The 32nd Annual Lambertville and the Surrounding Area Art Exhibition took place in February and March at the Robert Beck
Gallery on North Union Street. The Historical Society co-sponsors this juried show with Janet Marsh Hunt who has
coordinated it over these many years. The opening reception on Sunday, February 10th and Wine & Cheese Party on Friday,
March 22nd drew a lively crowd of artists, LHS and community members. Thanks again to LHS volunteers who provided
food and helped out with chores.
As a Lambertville Historical Society member, you appreciate the unique architectural and historic heritage of our little city
and our role in preserving and interpreting that history. You also recognize the efforts to make the LHS a more regular
part of Lambertville life through new programs, all in addition to the Marshall House being open on weekends from Shad
Fest through Thanksgiving and offering monthly town tours on the first Sunday of the month during that period. Even this
newsletter, which returned last year, is another way we are sharing our current activities as well as glances to the past.
While we often get members to volunteer for special events, we also would like you to participate in the regular operations
of the LHS. If you would like to get involved, please write to me at info@lambertvillehistoricalsociety.org or leave me a
message at 609-397-0770. We’d love to have your skills, interests and energy.
We are starting a spring membership drive, and we hope that you will also encourage friends and neighbors to join the
LHS to support our continuing mission. Thanks.

Suzanne Gitomer
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SAVE THE DATE: Sunday, April 21 ççç

LHS member and former president Sharon Bisaha will present a talk outlining her
process of discovery and some of the gems from her book, In the Beacon Light,
Lambertville, NJ 1860 to 1900, on Sunday, April 21st from 2:00 to 4:00 PM at the
Pittore Justice Center (Acme), 25 S. Union Street (ADA Accessible). A book signing will
follow. The work, drawn from the pages of the Lambertville Beacon, provides views of
aspects of life in town during this period of intense development and growth.
Don’t miss what promises to be a fascinating afternoon.

Sights No Longer Seen – the Mackler Building
The Mackler Building (its last name) was three-story tall brick
structure which stood at 14-16 North Union Street. Sanborn
Insurance maps show it at that location as early as 1885 as a
residence. By the 1897 map it more than doubled in size and sported
a full width two-story wooden porch. The 1902 map indicated
apartments above the first floor and in 1912 number 14 was shown
as the home of a “Moving Picture Theatre.”
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Morris Mackler, a local resident who ran the Lambertville Furniture
and Clothing Company at York and Main Streets in the early 1900s,
purchased the building sometime later.
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By the mid-20 century it returned to commercial and residential uses
housing a supermarket on both sides of the first floor. About 1955,
the tenant most familiar to today’s residents, the Bear Apothecary,
moved into number 14 (notice the “Drugs” sign in the 1959 photo
below which still graces the façade of its home of more than 50 years
at 9 North Union). In April 1959 the building suffered a destructive
fire starting in Faherty Hardware, was demolished and is now the site
of a much-needed municipal parking lot.
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The Mackler Building (center) in a 1940s postcard of Union Street.

Our Mission
The Lambertville Historical Society
promotes, inspires, and encourages the
preservation
and
appreciation
of
Lambertville’s architecture and history
through education and community
involvement, as well as preserving and
maintaining
the
James
Marshall
Museum.
The Marshall House is open from 1:00 to
4:00 pm on weekends between
ShadFest (normally the last weekend in
April) and the end of November. Free
admission.
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Local fire companies succeeded in extinguishing the flames in April 1959.

That’s Entertainment (and Other Diversions)
st

Leisure time is a valued commodity among the 21
century’s hard-working, multi-tasking populace. It was
even more so in the 1800s with six-day workweeks and
few time- or effort-saving appliances. Even with the
advent of electricity, much of this remained true into the
th
mid-20 century. Television, radio, streaming movies,
video games, etc. are commonplace amusements
available to most Lambertvillians. So let’s take a step
back and see what our forebears did for fun (recreational
activities will be reviewed in a future article).

floor auditorium was used for plays, travelling variety and
minstrel shows and lectures.

Movie Theaters

Coryell/Holcombe Hall

The best known and longest lasting of Lambertville’s
movie houses was the Strand on Coryell Street. Built in
1920, it continued until the early 1970s showing “art films”
in its later years. While now a warehouse for Finkle’s
Hardware, the upper part of its façade, with pressed tin
features, has been retained. Another theater existed in
the 1910s at 14 North Union Street (see Sights No Longer
Seen on page 2).

In 1860, when Lambertville was a rapidly expanding
industrial center of 2,700, Holcombe Hall (originally
Coryell Hall), a handsome Italian Revival structure went
up at the corner of Main and York Streets. It was home
to opera, theater, lectures and social gatherings – just the
place for the growing middle and upper classes to meet
and mingle. In the 1900s in also hosted vaudeville shows.
Now the McDonald Building, it was remodeled into
apartments in 1979.

Lyceum Hall

Built as the Methodist church, 63 Coryell Street was
remodeled as the Lyceum Hall in 1865 when the
congregation moved to its new building at Union and
Jefferson Streets. Much like Holcombe Hall, the second

1924 poster - Image courtesy of Jeff McVey
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Lambertville Music Circus
LHS members Gary Cohen and Paul Kaye are producing
a documentary on the Music Circus and many members
saw the Return to Music Mountain retrospective at the
justice center last summer which was co-sponsored by
the Friends of the Acme and the LHS. For more
information, check out a wonderful website which
commemorates its history in great detail www.lambertville-music-circus.org.
th

In 1949 St. John Terrell, who had collaborated with others
ten years earlier to establish the Bucks County
Playhouse, brought musicals and operettas under the big
top with the Lambertville Music Circus. Its summer stock
performances featured Broadway stars in the tent, which
was located on Music Mountain along Jean Street near
Rosemont Avenue (see photo below) until 1962 when it
moved across the city line to West Amwell. It particularly
needed expanded parking and restaurant facilities. After
attempting to keep up with changing tastes and
entertainment formats the Music Circus ended its run in
1970.

The mid-20 century offered Saturday night dancing on
Ely Field at the suggestion and direction of big band
conductor Paul Whiteman. From the mid-1950s to the
mid-70s, nightly dancing was also offered at the River’s
Edge Restaurant, which was covered in the Winter 2013
issue of The Nugget.
In the 1960s, the indoor Lambertville Roller Rink at Mt.
Hope and S. Union Streets occasionally hosted Saturday
night dances sometimes with pop luminaries like Dick
Clark and Chubby Checker.
More contemporary offerings have included the Riverside
Symphonia, the Opera Project, live musical performances
at J.B. Kline’s, and (until a few years ago) at the
Lambertville Station.
The Lambertville Hall, LLC, part of the Bridge Street
Foundation, which revitalized the Bucks County
Playhouse, purchased the former First Baptist Church on
Bridge Street with the intent of turning it into the
Lambertville Music Hall. That project is still in the
proposal stage.
As you see, like so many aspects of Lambertville history,
the choices for entertainment and diversions were
considerable and quite varied. If it seems that there are
fewer these days, it is only because of the incredible
availability of options both outside our town and inside our
homes.

A great 1958 overhead view with the Music Circus tent in the
center and route 202 (today’s 179) at right. Historic Aerials.

Welcome New Members
Sue Begent
Lynn Burtis & Tony Weber
Emily & Randy Carone
Nan Herson
Stephen & Alison Howard
Shirley Kessler & Bill Jersey
Deb & Dan Knott
Kabir Nath & Sharon Dietrich
David Newhart
Melanie Tucker

Music Circus programs from 1956 (left) and 1961.
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Home Renovation Program – January 6

Plein Air Auction – January 26

The panel responds to questions after their comprehensive
presentations.

Taking a break from bidding and socializing, attendees listen to
announcements.

Annual Meeting – January 20

Art Exhibit Opening Reception – February 10

Most of the 2013 LHS Board smiles for the camera.

Early arrivals admire the variety of beautiful paintings on exhibit.

Fred Eisinger wraps up his talk on the history of transportation
in town.
CONGRATULATIONS to Bill Ragsdale of Bensalem, PA,
who won “View From Goat Hill” - Kay King’s lovely painting
- in the raffle to benefit the James Marshall House
Museum. The drawing took place on March 23.

Janet Hunt, who has coordinated the event for 32 years, recognizes
award winners as LHS president Suzanne Gitomer looks on.
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LHS Calendar
Sunday, April 21

Saturday, April 27 and
Sunday, April 28

Sunday, June 23

First Sunday of each month
through October
Sunday, October 20

Sharon Bisaha will discuss her book, In the Beacon Light,
Lambertville, NJ 1860 to 1900, from 2:00 to 4:00 PM at the
Pittore Justice Center (Acme), 25 S. Union St. ADA accessible.
Shad Fest weekend. The Marshall House reopens for the
season with extended hours of 1:00 to 5:00 pm. Guided town
tours will be given from the House at 3:00 pm each day - $5
donation suggested.
LHS Membership Summer Social, 4:00 to 6:00 pm at the
Kalmia Club, 39 York Street. RSVP 609-397-0770 or to
info@LambertvilleHistoricalSociety.org.
Guided town tours leave the Marshall House at 2:00 pm. Free
but donations are welcomed.
Mark your calendar now for the Autumn House Tour.

www.facebook.com/LambertvilleHistory

Lambertville Historical Society
P.O. Box 2
Lambertville, NJ 08530
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